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His Excellency the President Cde. R.G. MUGABE and the Headmaster on Speech Day 
Photo by kind permission of “The Chronicle” 


School years often pass without special significance, 
marked only by outstanding individual or team achievements 
in the classroom or on the playing fields. Others are marked 
by more enduring achievements or signs of progress — so it was 
with 1988. 

The new Turner Hall was finally completed and fully 
commissioned. A new open style Sports Pavilion, The 
Davenport Pavilion, to serve all the top fields, was built and 
officially opened by Mr. and Mrs. Davenport. Quiet Waters 
came of age with the building of the Study Centre and the 
official opening of the Park. Finally we were privileged to 
have His Excellency the President Cde. R.G. Mugabe as our 
guest of Honour for Prize Giving. 

All in all, it was a memorable year. 
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Board of Governors 1988 P.G. WESTWOOD, B.Sc.(Hons)(U.C.T.) 


Bursar: W.P. COSTELLO 


Chairman: M.J.L. DAVIS, Esq. Assistant Bursar: Mr. M. COSTELLO 
Members: D.M. CAMPBELL, Esq., Bursar’s Clerk: Mrs. C. WEEDEN 
A.F. COULSON, Esq., Sanatorium Sisters: Mrs. M. FOLLWELL, S.R.N., S.C.M. 
W.I. HALE, Esq., Mrs. B.A. REYNOLDS, S.R.N., S.C.M. 
J.B. HENDRIE, Esq., M.A. (Oxon) School Doctor: M.F. HODGES, B.Sc., M.B., Ch.B. 
C. KABASA, Esq., Tuck Shop: Mrs. M. TAYLOR 
C.M. KENDALL, Esq., Caterer: A.J. McINTOSH 
A. LAING, Esq., Clerk of Works: H. BEUKES 
P.L. PARSONS, Esgq., Estate Manager: J.W.T. POSSELT 
D.W. FOMISON, Esq, Bushtick Mine: J.G. GASS 
T.A. TAYLOR, Esq. B.Com., C.A.(S.A.), C.A.(Z) Staff Typist :Mrs. J.A. MARTIN 
Secretary and Treasurer to the Trust: C. GOLDING, Esq., B.Com., C.A.(Z) Librarian: Mrs. S.A. HOOLE 


Headmaster’s Secretary: Mrs. A.L. BRYAN 
Staff List — Third Term, 1988 


Headmaster: P.N. TODD, H.P.T.C.(Rhodes) 
Second Master: 1.K. STEWART, B.A.(Rand) T.T.D. 
Senior Master: J.1. STANSBURY, M.A.(Cantab) 


G. ARMSTRONG, M.A.(Edin). Dip.Ed.(Oxon) 

R.B. BREBNER, B.A.(Hons)(UZ), Grad.C.E. College Prefects 

E.M. CUMMING, B.A.(Unisa) 

M.A. CUMMING, U.E.D.(Rhodes) M.B. STUART — Head of School J.W. FOTHERINGHAM — Chapel Prefect 
J.M. DUNPHY, B.A.(Hons) (Oxon) N.M. HAGELTHORN — Head of Chubb = L.R. DIXON — Head of 
D.J.M. FLEMING, B.A., U.E.D.(Rhodes) G.M. PATTISON — Head of Founders 

Mrs. G.E. GASS, B.A., U.E.D.(Natal) George Grey M.J.R. LASHBROOK — Head of Oates 
R.W. GASS, B.Ed.(UZ) W.N. RENDER — Head of Tredgold R.M. WICKHAM — Head of Library 
R.B. HARRISON, B.A.(Hons)(Dunelm) B.C.W. EDWARDS — Head of Hervey 


R.R. HARTLEY, B.A.(Natal), Grad.C.E.(Zim) 

R.J. HOOLE, B.Sc., U.E.D.(Natal), M.A.(S.A.), A.T.C.L. 

Mrs. S.A. HOOLE, B.A.(U.C.T.) 

Mrs. S.M. JACKSON, B.A.(Hons) (Stellenbosch), Dip. de Langue(Paris) 
T. KHUMALO, B.A., Dip.Ed.(U.S.L.) 

G.A. MACDONALD, B.A.(Hons) (Natal), P.C.E.(London), F.R.G.S. 
Mrs. H.A. MACDONALD, B.A.(U.C.T.), P.C.E.(London) : 
E.J. MARAIS, B.Sc., S.T.D.(U.C.T.) Prefects 
Mrs. M. MARAIS, B.Sc.(U.C.T.) 

A. MARGERISON, L.T.C.L.(London), Dip. de Langue Frangaise(Paris) 


T. MATATU, B.Sc., Grad.C.E.(U.B.L.S.)(U.Z.) Chubb = = Pg she ag KHAN, R.K. MUNYORO, 
ue Pe ot el Founders _— MLD. BING, M.V. FICK, E.0. MULLER, ILM. WILLIAMS. 

ie arg ele George Grey — B.R. BAILLIE, N.M. CHORUMA, M.A.F. HERBST, N.NKALA, 
M.J. RENAHAN, B.A., H.D.E.(Rhodes) Saree 
ee geeanenge Hervey _ LL, FULLER, A.R. GOUGH, M.C. LASSMAN, F.S. MAFUNGA. 
Se ee ee Oates | — C.F.C. KUTTNER, G.J. TAYLOR, R.R. VAN DER RIET, 
Mrs. K.A. ROSELT, B.A.(Natal), H.D.E.(S.A.) Sa SERS Jk, Cae 
ae eget nen: anid ange gee Tredgold — A.L. HENDERSON, S.S. KELLY, G.R. NEMAPARE, 
G.M. TATTERSFIELD, M.A.(Cantab), F.R.A.S. na GERANG Wa GEM 
A.A. TAYLOR, N.D.D., A.T.D.(London) ah yaad. 


2 3 


COLLEGE PREFECTS | 1988 
(Back, L to R) M.J.R. LASHBROOK; G.M. PATTISON; J.W. FOTHERING HAM; 
W.N. RENDER; N.HAGELTHORN 
(Front L to R) B.C.W. EDWARDS; L.R. DIXON; THE HEADMASTER; 
M.B. STUART; R.M. WICKHAM 


School Notes 


The year began in a good rainy season and the gardens, fields and the countryside looked 
superb. We welcomed Mr. Cumming (the new Housemaster of Oates) and his wife who 
established the Commerce and Economics Department and Mr. and Mrs. Gass who joined the 
English and French Departments. Mr. Renahan, an Old Boy who taught here some years ago, 
returned with his wife to help in the Maths Department and to fill the post of Sports Co- 
ordinator. Mr. Staveley joined the Chemistry Department for two terms before returning over 
seas for further studies. Mr. John Posselt, well known in this country for his valuable work at 
Mushandike, was appointed as the Estate Manager and arrived with his wife in February. His 
extensive knowledge of wildlife and trees is proving very valuable and already evidence of his 
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work may be seen in the neighbourhood. Mr. Beukes the new Clerk of Works came in March 
with his wife to contribute his mechanical and constructional skills to the general main- 
tenance here. 


The ‘O’ Level results in February were very pleasing and although the pass rate of the ‘A’ 
Level was high the symbols obtained by the better candidates were slightly lower than 
expected. 


Towards the end of the first term “The Insect Play” by the brothers Karel and Joseph 
Capek was staged presenting an ironical picture of humanity under the guise of insects. Mr. 
and Mrs. Roselt produced the play with great ingenuity in the recently finished Turner Hall 
with its excellent dramatic facilities. An account of this production appears elsewhere in this 
issue. 

A highly successful expedition to the Kuzuma Pan was led by Mr. and Mrs. Macdonald, 
Mr. and Mrs. Roselt and members of the National Museum Staff. An exhibition of the 
research undertaken on the expedition was mounted in the Natural History Centre on the 
Fourth Form Open Day and its quality and depth were most impressive. 


In April the Headmaster and Mrs. Todd left for a working holiday in Australia and Britain. 
Besides visiting various educational establishments in both countries Mr. Todd spent three 
days with the University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate. 


Drama featured again in the second term when the interhouse play competition took 
place. The unaided productions gave audiences two evenings of popular entertainment. In 
August Mr. Andrew Stewart left to take up commercial work and Mr. Heatley arrived from 
Eton to help in the French Department for a year before continuing his studies. 


Mr. & Mrs. DAVENPORT opening the Pavilion Oct. ‘88 


Photo by Lance Dixon 


The third term was very busy. There was the opening of the Davenport Pavilion, the 
highly successful Prize Giving day with the Presidential visit and a most impressive Carol 
Service. Throughout the year the Quiet Waters Conservation scheme grew from strength to 
strength in various ways. The rains began a little late and the Rural Council postponed the 
construction of the tar road until March 1989. Generous sponsorship for this project is 
continuing and it is felt that the daunting target will be reached. 


At the end of the school year Mr. Van Wyk, a legend in his own lifetime, left to begin a very 
well earned retirement after serving for 48 years in the profession. Some of those years were 
spent at Plumtree but most of them, fortunately for us, were at Falcon. He and his wife have 
moved to a cottage on their son-in-law’s ranch nearby so they will remain close neighbours. 
Their daughter Mrs. Mylne who taught Afrikaans here for thirteen years also joined the family 
exodus in order to become a full time farmer’s wife. Mrs. Robinson left to have her first child 
after two years of maths teaching and computer juggling and Mr. Beare went to Cambridge to 
begin his medical studies. Not long after the end of term about 80 guests attended the wedding 
of Jennifer Marais in the college chapel. It was a memorable occasion both for the service and 
for the splendid reception at the Quiet Waters house which is occupied by Mr. and Mrs. 
Marais. 


Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Cumming took a Zimbabwe schools rugby team to Ireland just 
before Christmas containing two Ist XV players. The side found conditions very difficult but 
worked hard to overcome them and eventually succeeded. In one way they were entirely 
successful — as ambassadors for their country. 


Chapel Notes 


Maybe this year has not seemed so dramatic after the 1987 mission but the Christian 
Group has remained active and supported by large numbers at the main meetings. Wednes- 
day evenings always see the library packed to capacity for the Midweek Service and we are 
again very grateful to many people for having come to Falcon to explain the Bible and teach 


the relevance of God and Christianity. Our themes over the year have been the Sermon on the 
Mount, The Parables of Jesus and Old Testament characters, 


We have had further visiting speakers coming oul to the three weekly School Services on 
Sundays and though it is not. possible to mention everyone by name the Christian Group 


would like to thank especially Mr. John Smyth and Mr. Andrew Shaw of Zambezi Ministries 
for their termly visits and great concern for Falcon boys as well as showing prowess on the 
hockey and cricket fields! It is also worth noting here that many Falcon boys have enjoyed 
holidays on camps run by Zambezi Ministries, taking part in varied activities and learning 
from the excellent talks and Bible studies. 


Father John Fuller continues to take the Anglican Communion services while Father 
Victor comes out every Sunday for the Roman Catholic Mass. Confirmation last May was 
again a pleasant occasion officiated at the time by the Bishop of Matabeleland. 

‘The Midweek Service is perhaps the main meeting for the Christian Group but it has been 
encouraging to see boys attending other voluntary meetings. In particular, numbers at the 
informal Evening Prayer have increased during the year. Smaller Bible Study groups have 
also taken place throughout the year. On Sunday evenings there are three centrally organised 
groups while each individual House has run its own studies too. The six House Reps deserve 
thanks in this respect as well as many others including organising the pre-school chapel 
services each week. 


AF 


In conclusion then, we can say that we have seen the lasting benefits of the mission last year 
with many boys developing in their Christian faith. It is not always easy to be a good Christian 
but it is encouraging to see those who stand firm for what they believe in and the influence they 
can have on those around them. 


R.B.H. 


Music 


There has been an evident growth of interest in music at Falcon in 1988. Pianos that lay 
dormant for several years now have to endure anything from one, three and occasionally five 
finger renditions of ‘Chariots of Fire’ or ‘Pop goes the World’. Cries of ‘‘help sir, what comes 
next?” are becoming common in the music school every afternoon. 

Class music at Faleon, which comprises mostly singing but includes general music 
appreciation, is now receiving a co-operative response from the boys of all forms. At the end of 
the second term 1988, the Form Four classes gave a compelling performance of ‘We are the 
World’, and at the end of the third term '88, the Forms One, Two and Three sang ‘When a 
Child is Born’ with much feeling and musical awareness. 

In terms of Classical music, Piano, Theory of Music and Aural lessons are offered at all 
levels. Judging from the list of boys requesting piano lessons, 1989 will be a musically active 
year. 


A. MARGERISON 


Choir 


Although the Choir sang at fewer School Services than it did last year, it acquitted itself 
very well at other public fuctions. The second term saw us once again combining with Girls’ 
College both at Falcon and at the Sibson Hall in Bulawayo. Falcon’s choir had nearly sixty 
voices this year, and when combined with the girls, the number of singers came to just one 
hundred and thirty. The successes of the individual choirs were many; combined, they were 
even better, and with Mrs. Smith conducting (while I lent moral support to the tenors), they 
gave outstanding performances of‘Domine fili’ from Vivadi’s Gloria and the ‘Hallelujah’ 
chorus from Handel’s Messiah. 

Two performances in the third term deserve mention, the first being in the Turner Hall on 
Speech Day, when the President, our guest of honour, complimented the Choir on its 
performance of the national anthem. To close the year we had our annual Nine Lessons and 
Carols in the Chapel, which, for the first time since I have been at Falcon, started with the 
traditional processional, ‘Once in royal David’s city’, led by a solo treble. Apart from this the 
Choir performed six other carols, and, with the college singing lustily in the congregational 
items, it was generally agreed that the service was memorable: both moving and a delight to 
the ears. Although Mrs. Todd was unable to accompany us to this service, we remain deeply 
grateful to her for her loyal services as accompanist, for without her the Choir would not be the 
singular credit to the College that it is. 

R.J.H. 


Drama Notes 


THE INSECT PLAY 
by the brothers Capek 
produced by Peter and Karen Roselt 


Talways think back with pleasure at the first play that Peter and Karen Roselt produced at 
Falcon - “Our Town” in 1984 - which was one of the most thoroughly enjoyable school plays I 
have seen. It was therefore with a sense of anticipation that I heard that we were to have 
another play by the same producers this year, and certainly the result was no disappoint- 
ment. 

The hallmark of ‘The Insect Play’ was that it involved both a very large number and very 
impressive cross-section of the Falcon community in something which was obvious on the 
nights that they enjoyed doing it. Any play which has moments with nearly twenty people on 
stage and the same number again behind the scenes is an excellent team effort, and well worth 
being a part of. 


I enjoyed the vitality and variety of the play. The costumes of all the insect-players were 
more suggestive than elaborate, beautifully conceived, and executed with a sease of humour. 
The players were very lucky to have had Mrs. Roselt, Mrs. ‘Taylor and Mrs. Brebner to help 
with these costumes, because the results, I think, made a large part of the success of the show. 
The scenery was simple, but the props were splendidly evocative. | spent a long time wonder- 
ing why there was a large sphere behind the scenes of the stage: only on the night did it take life 
as the dung beetle’s ball! 


There are powerful and ironic minds at work in the playwrights themselves, for the play 
was written in Eastern Europe in the final months before the Second World War. At a remove 
of one continent and two generations, some of the points which the play raises about the 
society of 1938 lose impact. But what was lost was more than made up for by the local and 
personal touches which the producers worked into the production. For all that I don’t think 
that most of the audience appreciated the subtle irony of the play’s commentary on class, for 


instance, nevertheless, there was something in the play for everyone to enjoy. 


Roy Wickham, as the Tramp, was excellent and he set the standard for the rest of the per- 
formance. There were other very good performances by Gregory ‘Taylor, Graham Stevenson, 
Thabani Mlilo and Alistair Gibbons. Each actor took on a number of roles, which seemed to 
add to the fun of the play. It was particularly good to see how the actors were enjoying taking 
part in the play, although their exuberance led them a little astray during the war scene. 
Fireworks are a scarce commodity these days, and perhaps that’s why there wasn’t much 
opportunity to practise the scene. At any rate it was quite different on the two nights, with the 
second night definitely the louder and longer, conjuring up, perhaps even more effectively 
than intended, the confusion of a pitched battle. 


“The Insect Play” is an unusual experience to watch. It certainly makes you happy, then 
sad, and it certainly makes you think. I congratulate the producers on an excellent choice of 
play for the first ever performance in the Turner Hall. It was fun, it was intriguing and it had 
its moments of fine emotion. A lot of work went into every aspect of the play and all who took 
part in it can be justifiably proud of its definite success. I look forward to the next such event 
with great interest. 


G.M.T. 


Computer Aided Learning at Falcon 


Masters in Charge: G.M. Tatiersfield 
J.M. Dunphy 
T. Matatu 


Falcon College is fortunate to be the only school in Zimbabwe equipped with the most 
advanced system of micro-computers interlinked in a network. When the network was in- 
stalled, staff of the Computer Department were keenly aware of the enormous computing 
power which had been placed at their disposal. The College’s five-year strategic development 
plan envisages the upgrading of all existing facilities to enable Falcon to keep abreast of the 
latest technological innovations. Guided by the philosophy behind this facet of the 5-year 
development plan, staff at the Computer Department knew that the new computing power 
had tobe exploited and applied in the classroom. In a word, computer-aided learning hadtobe 
launched at Falcon if our teaching strategies were not to lag behind the most recent trends. It is 
now College policy that optimum utilisation of the computer across the entire College 
curriculum be vigorously pursued. 


Therefore, staff at the Computer Department have tasked themselves to procure educa- 
tional software packages. Procurement of commercial software packages is always bedevilled 
by problems of scarcity of foreign currency. Commercial software specialists and other pro- 
fiteering entrepreneurs have proliferated the software market with a wide range of educ- 
ational packages, some of which are quite inappropriate and not worth the investment in 
scarce foreign currency. There are, however, some excellent programs, but they would have to 
be distilled from a large number currently circulating the overseas markets. To this end, the 
staff have seen the need to design and write our own educational programmes covering a broad 
area of the school curriculum. The French Department has already made remarkable strides 
in computer-aided learning. At the request of Mrs S. Jackson, Head of the French Depart- 
ment, staff at the Computer Department have designed programmes to set, edit and run 
multiple choice test items of the simple completion type. To date, the French Department has 
prepared 42 multiple choice tests for Forms | to 4, each set of tests covering prescribed books 
and a wide range of French language skills. Twenty multiple choice revision tests based on 
past ‘O’ level French exams have also been prepared. The tests have been designed to give 
immediate feedback and will score automatically. Their organization into a hierarchy of 
increasing difficulty facilitates an individualised approach. In the third term, early afternoon 
French sessions were a common feature in the computer room where the soft rattling of 
keyboard keys could be heard as the boys tested their mastery of French with the revision tests. 
Mrs. Jackson also used her own initiative and resourcefulness to procure some interesting 
commercial programmes to back up her teaching. These programmes have been adapted for 
the network and have proved popular and very effective. A variety of multiple choice tests 
covering different aspects of ‘O’ level chemistry and physics have also been prepared for the 
network. Mr. Dunphy’s spectrometry programme has proved very popular with ‘A’ level 
students. Mr. Tattersfield has built up a huge library of commercial packages for teaching a 
wide range of mathematical skills and the Constellation Club has been running excellent 
instructional and analytical programmes from this library. Mr. Tattersfield has also written 
several teaching programmes to supplement the commercial ones. I have also designed and 
written programmes to teach English grammar, spelling and vocabulary. As we go to press the 
Afrikaans and French Departments have indicated their interest in Africaans and French 
versions of these programmes. Afrikaans multiple choice tests are currently being prepared 
for the network and the intention of the Afrikaans department to poach ideas from the French 
commercial programmes is a well known secret. 
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Although a definite start on computer-assisted learning has been made, staff of the 
Computer Department feel that not enough ground has been covered. Ideas are on the drawing 
boards and it is hoped that more trust will be exerted in this all-important branch of computer 
applications and across the entire College curriculum. 


Besides computer aided learning staff at the Computer Centre have also explored the 
possibility of computerizing routine teachers’ clerical work. I have written a data-based 
programme that handles all my class lists, textbook issues lists and that works out all my mark 
orders, resulting in considerable saving of time. Several members of staff have indicated their 
interest in this facility and will soon be computerizing this otherwise time consuming aspect of 
their clerical work. 


At the beginning of the second term the Computer Department hosted a one day seminar for 
the Zimbabwe Association for Science Education (ZIMASE). The seminar was on computer 
applications in schools and was attended by about 20 practising science teachers. Those 
attending found the seminar an academically enriching experience and have since requested 
another this year. 


T Matatu 


Headmasters Address at Prize-Giving 
— 4 November, 1988 


Your Excellency the President, Cde Mugabe, Ministers of Primary and Secondary 
Education, Honourable Ministers, Governors Matabeleland South and Matabeleland North, 
Secretary for Education, Deputy Ministers, Members of Parliament, Invited guests, Ladies 
and Gentlemen, boys of the College. This is a memorable occasion and one of deep signifi- 
cance to the College. We are greatly honoured to have the President as our Guest of Honour 
and are well aware of the sacrifice on his part of valuable time and re-scheduled priorities. 

In truth, I had prepared my speech before confirmation that we were to be so honoured 
today and my immediate reaction was to revert to type and present a chronicle of the year’s 
events of the College. However, I am sure that the President himself and many of you are, at 
this time of the year, subjected to a great deal of educational rhetoric at one or a number of 
Prize Givings amongst various Colleague schools. As our Annual magazine will faithfully 
record such events I do not intend to continue with either a catalogue of successes, individual 
or collective, but make a firm undertaking to present you, Sir, with a copy of the 1988 
Falcon. 

My intention is not toembark on some profound academic thinking which would test your 
tolerance when you are really here to listen to his Excellency. Rather, I hope toshare with you, 
albeit briefly, some thoughts on education which have been sorely tested by our rapid involve- 
ment in the technological and permissive age. Too often now we see a wonderful job being done 
in a well organized school, but alas, much of its relevance probably ceased to be meaningful 
years ago. 

Whilst it is true that each person is an individual, it is also a fact that the individual is part 
of the community, and education must equip a person for both roles. The individual must 
have the opportunity to become himself and develop his talents. In order to do this we must 
attempt to create a sort of sub-society in our schools, for it is our responsibility to equip the 

young adequately for society. We must, I believe, work to break the immature mentality 
which means the young adult will go too wild on being released from our care. We must do our 
character training in society - after all, what use is an anchor in still waters? 


Education cannot be isolated from social change and we must be responsive to the winds of 
change, but not over sensitive to the many “fashionable breezes!” Our schools must try to 
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step with the modern influences for, with humility, I believe our experiences mean we have a 
vital contribution to make and we can correct what is being overdone - but we can only do this 
by getting alongside society. After all, you cannot coach or lead a team from the grand- 
stand. 


We now live ina society in which factual knowledge is secondary to the ability to think and 
reason, to the ability to gain access to this factual knowledge. Are we modifying our approach: 
to ensure our relevance, or are we continuing to prepare our children for a world which is fast 
disappearing? 

My conviction is that we are moving into an age where individual responsibility is an 
absolute essential. We need to produce young people who do not merely fall in with the masses 
because it is what they have learned to do at school. Not “what is learned” but ‘how it is 
learned” is becoming all important at school level. This of course leads to an increased 
difficulty in the role of the teacher. Let us at Falcon not reject this challenge and, to make life 
easier, enforce general conformity, often without justification, except for tradition. 

Linked with this change in education is the altered approach towards authority today. 
Funnily enough I don’t believe that there is really any less respect for authority, in many cases 
it is even greater. However, there has been a reaction against authoritarianism and imposed 
authority from above, and a growing desire for a say in authority. Granted this request, the 
authority, is in general readily accepted. Quite simply then, authority is becoming depen- 
dent upon the relationship between people. ‘Because J say so” is today a recipe for rebellion, 
for young people coerced into a posture of submission are not necessarily co-operative. 


Children will generally behave well when in uniform but I believe that our task is to make 
sure they behave well when out of it. One young man I had taught for several years was telling 
me how tired he was of being told by his contemporaries that he must send his son to his old 
school. When I asked where he would send him he replied -“To the school whose pupils behave 
best when on holiday and are out of uniform - they have learnt disipline!”’ The personality of 
the teacher today therefore counts for so much more. 


To sum up, if we are to succeed in educating our young folk for living we must place the 
accent on the important things in life - individuality within the confines of our chosen society, 
self discipline, recognition of the respect for the right of others and maximizing one’s true 
potential. 


Having said all this, how then do I see our role at Falcon? We have the finest staff team in 
the country both in terms of expertise, experience and commitment and a body of pupils 
second to none in terms of potential, loyalty and enthusiasm. Linked with these I foresee an 
increase in exchanges, seminars, visits, exposure to as wide a spectrum of society as possible 
and a growing emphasis and realization that we are educating for living. There is room for a 
recognition of the need for discussion and we must all accept that we have an educational role 
which extends far beyond the classroom. ‘The spirit of good in boys is always stronger than the 
spirit of evil when it has the chance.” My job is to make sure it has the chance. I also hope that 
we will continue to be prepared to share our good fortunes with others and to make our own 
personal contribution to the welfare and development of the country. 

It has been a good year, not without its hiccups, but with many successes and obvious 
progress. To all those boys about to receive prizes I add my personal congratulations whilst 
acknowledging the invaluable role played by the main body of the school. They have provided 
the stimulus, competition and mutual support so necessary in the maximizing of effort and 
achievement of success. 


It is sad how often one needs, at an occasion such as this, to bid farewell and offer thanks for 
services rendered to Staff who are leaving and today is no exception. Mr. van Wyke is retiring 
after thirty years of dedicated and successful service to Falcon. Mrs. Mylne, Mrs. Robinson 
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and Mrs. Roselt are also leaving. We are indebted to them for their hard work, total involve- 
ment and commitment. To the Head Boy and Prefect body my sincere thanks for an onerous 
task well done. To all the Staff, domestic and scholastic, my personal thanks for their loyalty, 
support and co-operation. My grateful thanks also to the Ministry of Education, the Regional 
Director and his officials, for their kind offices. To my Board and a highly supportive parent 


body - thank you all most sincerely. Finally, to all the boys who make up the school, well done 
and thank you. 


Speech by His Excellency The President 
Cde R.G. Mugabe — 4 November, 1988 


, Chairman of the Board, Mr. M.J.L. Davis, Honourable Ministers, Headmaster Mr. Todd 
Distinguished Guests, Parents, Staff and Pupils of the College, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Comrades and Friends. I am exceedingly delighted to be with you today at your Annual Pre 
Giving. Ihave already been treated to a tour of the College, and I must say at the outset how 
impressed I have been by the quality and variety of the facilities you have here, and by the 
character and atmosphere of your school. 


lam conscious of the fact that some members of the audience will be leaving school at the 
end of this term. The remarks which follow are addressed in particular to you the school 
leavers. No doubt for those of you who have come to the end of your school careers, this is atime 
of extra hard work, a time for rigorous preparation for examinations, a time for difficult 
decisions about your plans for the future; it is also a time for you to examine what you can do 
for this country which has done so much for you. Zimbabwe expects much from you. I sincerely 


hope that you will rise to the challenge and give Zimbabwe as much as she has given 
you. 


This afternoon, I am going to focus on two words - two words which are frequently 

encountered in every day parlance, two words which are especially significant in the field of 
education and particularly relevant to the role both of individuals and institutions in our 
society - two words which must always complement each other - Opportunity and Respon- 
sibility. 
Opportunity is not the sole preserve of youth, but it is certainly part of the state and 
privilege of being young. Those of you who have the opportunity of attending a school such as 
Falcon College enjoy many privileges. Firstly, there is the advantage of being in a boarding 
school and being able to experience a sense of community, the advantage of corporate action 
and common purpose. In a community such as this, individuals can learn to live together, the 
strong assisting the weak, the knowledgeable training those yet to learn, and the good deiing 
out the bad, in an atmosphere of co-operation, discipline and compassion. 


A second obvious advantage is that of living in Zimbabwe, a young country, where young 
people can achieve so much, a land of great opportunity for those young people prepared touse 
their talents to build new relationships, new institutions, and a new society. I therefore call 
upon the young people present today to make the most of the opportunities offered to them in 
this country. Zimbabwe is a developing country, a Third World country, and therein lie most 
wonderful opportunities for those young people, the leaders of tomorrow, to make their 
contribution in every field of activity, whether this be through academic work or through 
productive work, through the public service or through the private sector, or through co- 
operatives or through individual endeavour. 
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The third advantage I see around me today is that of the position enjoyed by you and 
members of this community. You enjoy a wealth of facilities and can afford to build a school 
where, amongst others, land and water are plentiful. With such advantages at your disposal, it 
is only natural that we, in turn, expect much from you. 

It is my belief that every young person has a duty to society, a responsibility to justify 
himself in terms of his advantages, to demonstrate that he deserved the privileges he has 
enjoyed. One of his responsibilities is to his school, to abide by its rule, to wear its uniform well 
and with pride, and to further its reputation as an institution to be proud of. There is also a 
responsibility to one’s parents, to support and honour them in their old age, and a responsi- 
bility to maintain the best traditions of one’s family. Above all, the sons and daughters of 
Zimbabwe have a duty to preserve the law, to build up the nation, to identify themselves with 
the forces at work in the nation-building process, and to face up to the realities and demands of 
a rapidly developing country. 

Inevery case, responsibility demands service - whether it be service to one’s school, to one’s 
parents or to one’s country. National service has a vital role to play in the development of 
Zimbabwe. And here I stress that national service does not necessarily mean military service, 
although that is important too. National service means service to the community at large, 
service to the society which made possible all the advantages that individuals enjoy, and 
above all, service to the less privileged members of our community, who have not had the same 


advantages. A good education always carries with it both the opportunity and the responsi- 
bility to serve others. The man who fails to heed this is worse than a robber, for he has robbed 
the school which taught him, robbed the parents who nurtured him, and robbed the country of 
his birth by denying others what he was privileged to receive. 

Iam pleased to note the opportunities that Falcon College as an educational institution 
offers the local community in general. Since Independence, there has been a 30% increase in 
the enrolment of pupils at the College and at least five major buildings have been erected on 
the property. It’s inspiring to look at the school’s record which shows it flourishing academi- 
cally, successful on the sports field, and running a wide variety of clubs and societies to inspire 
and encourage pupils in a diverse range of extra-curricular activities. These, of course, are the 
advantages of Falcon College. 


Besides these advantages, Falcon College also has assumed definite responsibilities. It 
supports a community of well over one thousand people in the immediate area. The college 
sponsors the local junior school and plays a major part in ensuring a satisfactory standard of 
living for workers and their families. I was most pleased today to have visited the new Quiet 
Waters scheme and to have opened a project dedicated to preserving and improving the local 
land. The entire community ought now to see the benefits of good conservation, and it is to be 
hoped that the fruits of this labour will soon be enjoyed by all. I note that Falcon College has 
offered the project as an educational facility open to all Matabeleland schools, and I welcome 
this as an example of the co-operation that is possible between government schools and those 
in the private sector. 


I note also the contribution being made by Falcon College towards the improvement of a 
road linking Esigodini to the Insiza Rural Area. It is to be hoped that in the future this will 
develop into a major road with national status. The efforts being made by Falcon College 
towards this goal are sincerely appreciated. 

I would like to address myself to the school administration and the Board of Governors. I 
note that the school’s curriculum is fairly well varied and is of ahigh academic standard. In the 
context of purely academic achievements, this is praiseworthy. It must be appreciated, 
however, that the economy of this country and its future development cannot be based on 
academic education alone. A school such as Falcon College must include vocational and 
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technical subjects in its curriculum. The school’s infrastructure and the teachers’ qualifica- 
tions, coupled with the newly introduced curriculum for Primary and Secondary Education, 
should provide the basis for making the teaching of technical/vocational subjects a reality. I 
would like to see the Board of Governors consider this question seriously. The benefits to be 
accrued from the programme will surely be in the national interest. 

One of the issues Government would like to see resolved is the rationalization of fees in 


private schools. In the majority of cases, many deserving children who wouid benefit from 


attending private schools, such as this one, are denied this privilege because they cannot 
afford the exhorbitant fee. 


I sincerely hope that the Board of Governors and the school administration will take 
positive steps, through partial and full scholarships, to enable children of different economic 


1.C. Franceys 

I. Fraser-Mackenzie 
M.E. Gelman 
S.1. Gibbs 

P. Gorgolis 
J.S.H. Hale 
S.A. Hall 

D.M. Hatton 
M.H. Heathcote 
M.G. Heymans 
W.D. Holloway 


Mathematics; Chemistry; Biology 
Mathematics; Further Maths; Physics*; Chemistry 


Mathematics* 
Mathematics; Physics 


Physics*; Chemistry; Biology 
Mathematics; Chemistry; Biology 


Mathematics; Physics 
Mathematics; Physics 
English; History 
Mathematics; Physics 


Mathematics*; Physics*; Chemistry 


and social backrounds to attend Falcon College. Only by serving as a national melting pot can J.J. Jackson Biology : 
‘anti eritt i : siete ' D.S. Kendall English*; Physics 
we justify the continued existence of schools such as yours. 5 
i f : C.F. Kuttner Mathematics 
It is noted that Falcon College has, among its student body, children from some of the Mi. Laaibioolk Mathematics* 
SADCC countries. This is commendable, for it is in keeping with our regional policy in terms MC. agama Mathamatics* 
of our educational and cultural exchange programmes. 0.G. Mitumbili At 
Ibelieve that private schools have an important part to play in the educational structure of SJ. ‘Woerlaman Mathematics; Physics 
this country. Private schools such as yours are, indeed, the advantaged ones - privileged to R.K. Munyoro Art 
have the backing not only of wealthy families but also of Government. T.M. Ndebele Mathematics*; Physics; Chemistry 
I call upon the private schools fully to appreciate this and live to up to their responsibility LF. Nesbitt Geography 
to serve the community and the nation ina complimentary role to that played by our Govern- PN Nathersola Art* 
ment and Council schools. B. Nyathi Mathematics*; Physics; Biology* 
Mr. Chairman, I would like to take this opportunity of thanking you once again for your N.G. Paterson Mathematics; Physics 
hospitality today and for enabling us to see for ourselves the standard of education which you G.M. Patterson Mathematics* 
have to offer. May I close with a final word to those who will soon be leaving Falcon College: L.A. Pereira Mathematics*; Physics*; Chemistry 
remember that education is the road to the future, and that the future of Zimbabwe depends R.L. Perry English; History; Geography 
on you. Don’t let Zimbabwe down! I.R. Rainbird Mathematics; Physics*; Chemistry 
Thank Y P.D. Reed Geography 
ini B.E. Saunders Mathematics; Physics 
RGM/pm M.R.A. Saunders Geography : 
K. Setoboli Mathematics*; Further Maths; Physics; Chemistry 
J ; P. Sibanda Mathematics*; Physics; Chemistry 
Examination Results — 1987 ee ie coe 
P. Strang Mathematics 
‘A’ LEVEL (Distinctions are marked with an *) M.B. Stuart Mathematics; Art 
: ics; Physics; Chemistr, 
G.R. Barlow Mathematics TJ. Fat iia ysics stry 
R.J. Barnes Mathematics*; Physics; Chemistry G.J. Taylor é ’ 
i i e R.B. Taylor Mathematics 
A.B. Bing English; Geography 3 
A. Boye Mathematics* A.W. Thompson Mathematics 
: s . ics; Physi 
N. Cameron Mathematics*; Further Maths; Physics; Art R.F. Townsend Mathematias; hysics 
i i R. van der Riet Mathematics 
M. Carney Mathematics; Biology bs ei 
i i A.M. van Eeden Mathematics 
A.G. Conolly Mathematics*; Physics inane . 
i D.J. van Wyk Mathematics*; Physics 
N.R. Crossland Biology ? nent: 
i i J.G. Varden Geography; Biology 
N.J. Desmond Mathematics; Chemistry arc : 
i i A.S. Ward Mathematics*; Physics 
S.N. Dix History; Geography* ona 
i D.J. Watson Mathematics 
B.C.W. Edwards Mathematics . is meer 
i A. Waungana Chemistry; Biology 
J.A. Fearon Geography; Biology eek 
i S.C. Wenman Mathematics 
D.J. Follwell Geography; Biology BJ. Whewell Miathenaties* 
D.M. Foster English; History sae emg 
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Examination Results — 1987 


‘O’ LEVEL 


9 passes’ I. Angus; C. Chibafa; G. Dollar; D. Gibbs; N. Grant; M. Khumalo; 
. Kuipers; C. McCann; M. McKinney; G. Nkomo; G. Norvall; M. Perry; 


. Tsikisayi 
. Allen; I. DeVries; I. Fearon; B. Gass; A. Huckle; E.F. Mutarah; 


8 passes 


. Nienaber; S. Pilime; R. Whyte 


6 passes 


. Cocker; J. Fick; P. Hale; R. Hewit; G. Keefe; I. McPherson; S. Mallon; 


. Muller; R. Musgrave; M. Ndlovu; G. Nicholls; J. Smith; M. Stone; 


. Wyrley-Birch 


A 
N 
Cc 
L 
7 passes A. Baxendale; L. Dube; V. Mafu; M. Rukanda; M. Wray 
G 
E 
D 


5 passes SS. Beaton; L. Bezuidenhout; R. Condon; J. Empacher; R. Follwell; 
I. Garnet; S. Georgiou; H. Hove; G. Smith; C. Wenham 


4 passes  D. Mhlaba; C. Nicolle; J.Otter; G. Parham; G. Patterson; I. Walshe; J. Wells; 


I. Williams; D. Wright 

3 passes J. Bion; J. Caine; B. Carnegie; R. Craig; M. Freshman; J. Henry; M. Mlalazi; 
F. Stewart; D. Welman 

2 passes P. Mazibuko; S. Peall; M. Ranchod; R. Worsley 


R.M. WICKMAN 
G.J. TAYLOR 


T.D. JOHNSON 
I.A. FOLLWELL 


G.M. PATTISON 


J. CURTIS 


M.D. WENHAM 


A.M. van EEDEN 
M.V. FICK 


G.M. PATTISON 
N.M. CHORUMA 
C.S. MOYO 


M.E. GELMAN 


Citations — Term I, 1988 


For outstanding acting in “The Insect Play”. 


for lighting of the college play. 


For control and production of the sound in the college 
play. 


For construction of, and help with the props and for his 
work as stage manager. 


For his valuable work on the identification of grasses on 
“Quiet Waters” and for the mounting of displays on Open 
Days over the past 1% years. 


For their enthusiastic and valuable contribution to the 
development of the “Quiet Waters”’ project over the past 
1% years. 


For their assistance with Adult Education classes. 


For his assistance in running the Computer Room. 
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Sports Citation — Term I, 1988 


C.D. PARSONS 


For efficient assistance with Athletics organization. 


Citations — Term II, 1988 


P.W. CARSON 


A.R. GOUGH 
M.J. PERRY 
M.A. NDLOVU 


RUGBY: 
L.R. DIXON 


HOCKEY: 


B.C. BROCKWELL 
C.F.C. KUTTNER 


For consistent and reliable help in running the Junior 
Section of the Chess Club during 1987 and 1988. 


For regular and efficient teaching of Adult Education 
classes. 


Sports Citation 


For service as a referee in mid-week and Saturday rugby 
matches. 


Sports Citations 


For services to Hockey in the field of coaching and 
umpiring. 


Citations — Term III, 1988 


M.C. KAOMA 
V.N. MAFU 
N.C. TSIKISAYI 
M.J. FICK 


For their assistance in teaching adult evening classes. 


For his services as Secretary of the Schoolboy Committee of the “Quiet Waters” scheme. 


M.D. WENHAM 
M.J. FICK 


L.R. DIXON 
G.M. PATTISON 


M.D. BING 
H.V. BEATTIE 
A.JUDGE 


For six years of loyal service to the choir. 


For outstanding service to the Photographic Society. 


For oustanding service to the Natural History Society 


AL 


O. MITUMBILI 
M.R. FRESHMAN 


A.M. van EEDEN 
K.B. FEARON 


N.J. GRANT 


For all-round service to the Falconry Club. 


For oustanding service in the shooting of doves for food and 


for all-round service to the Falconry Club. 


For conscientious service as the editor of 


“Peregrine”. 


Sports Citations — Term III, 1988 


G. NKOMO 


R.O. FOLLWELL 

L.N. NIENABER 

I.D. McPHERSON 
M.J. PERRY 


G.R. NORVALL 
R.O. FOLLWELL 


For his assistance in coaching and refereeing junior 


basketball and for helping to develop the sport. 


For excellent organization of the swimming standard 


competition and for efficiency as House Captains. 


For an outstanding contribution in coaching and training 


junior waterpolo players 


Prize Winners _ 1988 


FORM I 


FORM HU 


FORM II 


FORM IV 


Form Prize: D.G. FUTTER 
Good Work Prizes: P.M. MASTERSON, A. JIRIVENGWA, 
K.T. MUPITA, J.C. ERASMUS, 
M.S. IVERSEN, M.J. CHASE, 
N.A. FRANCEYS 
Form Prize: A.E. SELBY 
Good Work Prizes: M.T. SANSOLE, A.G. STEVENSON, 
R.P. GIFFORD, N.G. HINDE 
Form Prize: A.R. WHITTALL 
Good Work Prizes: C.F.B. HENDRIE, B.N.B NCUBE, 
L. SCHEEPERS, M.A. HOMANN 
History: W.K. SMITH 
Geography: A.J. FLETCHER 
Language Prizes: D.W.R. LASHBROOK & 
A.J. FLETCHER 
D.W.R. LASHBROOK 
N.M. GAMMON 
Mathematics: S.D. SMART 
Physics: A.J. FLETCHER & 
J.D. SMITH 
Chemistry: A.J. FLETCHER 


Languages: M.A. NDLOVU 
Mathematics: N.J. GRANT 
Mathematics: C. CHIBAFA 
Physics: I.D. De VRIES 
Chemistry: N.J. GRANT 
Biology: A. HUCKLE 

UPPER VI History: G.R. NEMAPARE 
Geography: M.D. BING 
Languages: G.J. TAYLOR 

L.R. DIXON 

Mathematics: W.N. RENDER 
Mathematics: T. DUBE 
Further Maths: S.C. WENMAN 
Physics: M.E. GELMAN 
Chemistry: S.C. WENMAN 
Biology: C.S. MOYO 

SPECIAL PRIZES Handwriting (Junior): J.O. FOWLE 
Reading (Junior): A.G.STEVENSON 
Reading (Senior): M.E. GELMAN 
Best Speaker(Junior): A.G.STEVENSON 
Best Speaker: M.E. GELMAN 
Music(Junior): C.F.B. HENDRIE 
Art(Junior): T. MATUMBIKE 
Woodall Cup: M.A. NDLOVU 
Computing(Junior): L.G. KUTTNER 
Computing(Senior): M.E. GELMAN 


General Studies: C.S. MOYO 

Natural History(Senior): M.D. BING 

Kim Margesson Memorial Trophy: A.J. FLETCHER 

Majorie Saunders Memorial Essay Prize: M.D. BING 
H.V. BEATTIE 

John Lamb Trophy: P.A. STRANG 

Thomas Prize (Sciences): S.C. WENMAN 

Greaves Trophy: G.M. PATTISON 

Governors’ Trophy: J.W. FOTHERINGHAM 

Headmaster’s Prize: M.B. STUART 


House Reports 


Chubb House 
Housemaster: Mr R.R. HARTLEY 


House Tutors: Mr G.ARMSTRONG, Mr I. MAYGER 


Head of House: N.M. HAGELTHORN 


House Prefects: A. BOYE, H.V. BEATTIE, M.M. NYONI, R.G. MUNYORO, 


A.O. KHAN, G.A. WALKER 


Winning the garden competition was the only surprise, but the house grounds have looked 
both lush and colourful for some time now and thanks are due to Regis Munyoro and Ian 
Fearon for supervising this area. The grassing of the volley ball court is progressing well. 


Biology: A.J. FLETCHER 
LOWER VI Economics: G. NICHOLLS 
Geography: J. EMPACHER 
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It was another good year and credit is due to Neil Hagelthorn for his capable leadership and 
efficiency. He was ably supported by his strong prefect body, while the upper sixth contingent 
were productive and responsible with a good balance of humour and esprit de corps. Our L6th 
seniors showed good potential and supervised the interhouse competitions with great enthusi- 
asm and care. Outstanding results include winning the junior and senior cross country, the 
cross country relays, the interhouse senior soccer, the junior rugby, the squash, the Academic 
Challenge, and the shooting. Academically the house maintained a good standard overall, 
with the upper sixth showing considerable diligence, while the L6th, forms 4, 2, and 1 showing 
a consistently good effort. Academic prizes were won by H.V. Beattie, J.O. Fowle, A. Huckle, 
C. Chibafa, N.M. Gammon, N.A. Hinde, R.P. Gifford, M.T. Sansole, N.A. Franceys, M.S. 
Iverson, K.T. Mupita and P.M. Masterson. The latter carried over 90 send ups during the 
year. Chubb were placed 3rd in the academic cup, very close behind Oates who were 
second. 


The house was well placed in all of the interhouse sporting competitions, coming second at 
the gala. Many individuals won cups including S. Marasha (U/15 1500m and junior cross 
country champion), A. Boye (Open discus), B. Zijenah(U/16 400m), M. Figgins (most im- 
proved rugby player), N. Hagelthorn (most improved hockey player), S. Eastwood (Inter- 
mediate squash champion), C. Davenport (Senior Squash Champion), J. Henry (Shooting), 
D. Bridgeford and K. Mupita (Junior tennis doubles champions). A number of individuals 
represented first teams, won colours and represented Matabeleland at sports. A. Huckle 
(cricket), G. Norvall and I. Fearon (Water-polo) represented Zimbabwe. 


RON HARTLEY 


Founders House 


Housemaster: D.S. FLEMING 
House Tutors: R. BREBNER, R. HARRISON 
Head of House: L.R. DIXON 
House Prefects: M.J. FICK, ILM. WILLIAMS, E.0. MULLER, M.E. GELMAN, 


M.D. BING 
The year has been a very good one in many respects although on the Sports field Founders 
had difficulty in maintaining the high standard set in 1987. The House spirit has been 


powerful and the dedicated Prefect Body successfully guided the House over the sometimes 
stormy waters of 1988. 


Culturally the house has, as in the previous years, done well. M. Gelman and M. Tshuma 
were respectively winner and runner-up of the Interhouse Public Speaking whilst M. Gelman 
won the Senior Reading Competition. In the Interhouse Singing Founders was placed second 
close on the heels of George Grey. 

In the Sporting sphere the following were selected for the various National or Provincial 

Teams: 
R.O. Follwell (Zimbabwe Water-Polo) D. Wyrley-Birch (Zimbabwe Polo-Cross) M. Fick 
(Matabeleland Rugby A and Basketball) I.M. Williams (Matabeleland Water-Polo A) G. 
Whittall (Zimbabwe Cricket XI) M. Tshuma (Zimbabwe Rugby) R. Adair (Matabeleland 
Swimming) V. Nyumbu (Matabeleland Basketball and Tennis) M. Stuart (Matabeleland 
Hockey B) and L.R. Dixon (Matabeleland Swimming). 

Finally, all things considered, it is the dedication and participation of all members of the 
House in all matters that has made the year as successful and enjoyable as it has been. 
Thanks must go to Mr. D. J. Fleming and the House Prefects whose active involvement in 
House matters have enabled us to maintain and uphold our fine record. 


L.R. DIXON 
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George Grey House 


Housemaster: P.J. ROSELT Esq. 
House Tutors: A.A. TAYLOR Esq., C. HEATLEY Esq. 
Head of House: G.M. PATTISON 
House Prefects: B.R. BAILLIE, N.M. CHORUMA, J.M. CURTISS, S.A. REID, 
R.M. WICKHAM (College Prefect). 

For George Grey the year of 1988 has been a successful one. We have succeeded in drama, 
singing and on the sports field. Spirit has been high and every effort given to the success of the 
House. 

We gained five firsts in junior cricket, junior soccer and junior tennis as well as the 
Interhouse Singing and Drama competitions. Seconds were earned in junior basket-ball, 
junior rugby, senior cricket and junior squash. Honours were earned by G. Pattison for hockey, 
colours for S. Reid in cricket and 50 club by Q. Jamieson for basket-ball and M. Truman for 
swimming. We were represented at Mashonaland level by G. Pattison in hockey and L. 
Crockett in sailing. Prizes were received by W. Smith for history and G. Pattison won the 
Greaves trophy. J. Ferreira won a cup for the most improved hockey player and R. Wickham 
won the Best Actors Award. J. Way won a cup for the U16 100m and Q. Jamieson and G. 
Pattison broke records on Sports Day. M. Truman won a cup for the U16 Inividual Medley in 
the Interhouse swimming competition. 

With such a strong junior part of the house, George Grey is poised to reach new heights 
and should have a very successful 1989. 


Oates House 


Housemaster: M.A. CUMMING 
House Tutors: A.J. STEWART (1st & 2nd Terms), R.W. GASS (3rd Term) 
Assistant Tutors: R.W. GASS (1st & 2nd Terms), N.A. BEARE (1st & 2nd Terms), 
J.M. DUNPHY (8rd Term) 
Head of House: M.J.R. LASHBROOK 
Prefects: J.A. CLARK, I.N. GARNETT, C.F.C. KUTTNER, G.J. TAYLOR, 
R.R. van der RIET, R.M. WHYTE 

The performance of the boys in Oates this year has, on the whole, been good. As usual, there 
were a few hiccoughs to disturb the normally smooth flow of life in the house, but they were 
brushed aside and quickly forgotten, leaving memories of achievements and progress. 
M.J.R. Lashbrook guided the house most ably through what was a largely successful and 
happy year. 

Academically there were good performances ranging from the bottom of the house to the 
top — D.G. Futter won the Form One Form Prize, while S.C. Wenman picked up the Thomas 
Prize for Sciences, the U6 Further Maths Prize and U6 Chemistry Prize. A.G. Stevenson of 
2A2 added the Junior Public Speaking and Junior Reading Prizes to the bag. Those are 
examples — there were prizes won at all levels. 

On the sports field Oates was also successful, winning the Senior Basketball, Senior Water 
Polo and Senior Athletics Standards, and was runner-up in the Senior Hockey. National 
representatives were S.R. Gemmill (Hockey), V.N. Mafu (Rugby), P.R. and R.J. Musgrave 
(Sailing). Matabeleland representatives were S.R. Gemmill and C.F.C. Kuttner (Hockey), 
S.G.W. Rudland, V.N. Mafu, G.R. Hopkins (Rugby), G.R. Hopkins (Cricket), I.N. Garnett 
(Water-Polo and Swimming). P. Sibanda won the tackling cup. What was most noticeable 
to anewcomer was the philosophical spirit in which games were played by the boys of Oates. If 
they won, they cheered; if they lost it mattered, but not too much. This did not, of course, 
mean that the house was not competitive, but does show balance. 
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The house grounds have recovered from the drought toa certain extent and the construction 
rubble from the Turner Hall has disappeared. Lawns are being re-established wherever 
possible and it is hoped that a pleasant environment will be provided for the boys in which to 
live and learn. 


The thanks of the housemaster go to all those involved in maintaining the spirit, discipline 
and pleasant atmosphere which has characterized the house this year. It has been a happy 


year with the Form Ones settling in well, and it is to be hoped the U6 did well in their final 
public examinations. 


Hervey House 


Housemaster: Mr G.M. TATTERSFIELD M.A.(Cantab), F.R.A.S. 
House Tutor: Mr R.J. HOOLE B.Sc., U.E.D., M.A.(S.A.), A.T.C.L. 
Assistant Tutor: Mr M.J. RENAHAM B.A., H.D.E.(Rhodes) 

Head of House: B.C.W. EDWARDS 
House Prefects: J.W. FOTHERINGHAM (College Prefect), L.L. FULLER, 
A.R. GOUGH, F.S. MAFUNGA 

Hervey lost a lot of talent at the end of 1987, and the impact has been severe. Nevertheless, 
there has been some outstanding individual performances during 1988 and signs that areturn 
to the successes of previous years may be on the way. Our long history of winning the athletics 
shield was broken, in spite of excellent contributions at the senior end of the House. Mafunga 
won the triple jump, hurdles and 200m, and Gibson broke five under-17 records. A. Mitumbili 
gained two first places and a record, and our senior relay teams broke two more records. 
Hervey won the tug-of-war too, but a lack of depth overall affected our total points score very 
badly. In the interhouse cross country we came fourth, sixth in the interhouse basketball but 
second in the senior water-polo. There were some good efforts in the rugby and hockey com- 
petitions, but our performance outlines the need for some regular players to keep up the 
standard. Our junior soccer team came third, and our senior soccer team second. On the soccer 
field we have several rising stars, and we hope for good results next year. Our very keen 
Junior basketball team came fourth, and the junior cricket team was fifth. In the senior cricket 
competition, an outstanding contribution by Gibson saw us to third place overall. Hervey’s 
swimming team came third in the gala, and shows great promise for next year. The junior 
water-polo team did very well, beaten into second place only on goal difference. A fine contri- 
bution was made by Stewart in the swimming pool: he has enjoyed great success this year at 
national level. Hervey nearly swept the board in the diving competition with five first places 
and one second. There was a good effort in the tennis competitions, too, with the juniors 
coming second and the seniors third. 

All of these sporting achievements have been team successes, but thanks are due to several 
individuals who helped with the organization. McPherson gave tremendous support as House 
Captain of athletics, cross country and swimming, while notable contributions were also 
made by Khumalo, R. Condon and Lee-Bell as captains of other sports. It is pleasing to see 
that most of our teams will still be with us next year, and it is also hoped that house spirit 
will be strong in 1989. 

In other activities, Hervey has had a successful year. We beat all-comers in the inter house 
chess to retain the cup under the captaincy of Condon. We also snatched the Shooting Trophy 
for the first time by one point, with excellent scores by Schoning, Fitzroy and Smith. Dollar 
led the House choirs to a very good third place in the singing competition with a memorable 
and unusual rendition of the set song. G. Smith produced the House play “Top Table” in the 
second term, which was enjoyed by the actors who came fourth. We also had fourth place in 
both the junior and senior public speaking competitions, with good performances by Smith, 


vad 


Nicholson, Lee-Bell and Matumbike. There has been a strong interest in art during the year 
with several members of the House using the Art School frequently to prepare for their ‘O’- 
levels. Hervey has also been strongly represented in the Snake Club and at Constellation 
Club. On the academic side, prizes were won by de Vries, Matumbike, Selby and Jirivengwa. 
J. Fotheringham won the Leadership Trophy for his contributions as Chapel Prefect and 
Captain of Rugby. 

The House itself and the gardens have been improved over the years. Particular thanks are 
due to Foster for his excellent maintenance of the gardens, and the Works Department for all 
of their efforts in the House. We look forward to improving the standard further in 1989. A 
“slug”? machine was installed temporarily in the Common Room and has so far proved a 
success. A lot of effort was put into improving the Hervey weights “gymnasium” with the 
addition of a weight adds machine and several extra weights. We are still looking for ways to 
improve our Common Room facilities, although we have made a start. Much of the work in 
improving the House amenities and running the new machines was done by Dollar, and we are 
very appreciative of his efforts. 

Thanks on behalf of the House to the prefects and to the Head of House, Beck Edwards, 
who steered us through some difficult times. We wish the leavers all the best in their future 


careers. 


GMT/GRD 


Tredgold House 


Housemaster: L.M. REYNOLDS Esq. 
House Tutor: P.G. WESTWOOD 
Assistant Tutor: T.M. KHUMALO 
Head of House: W. RENDER 
House Prefects: A. HENDERSON, S. KELLY, G. NEMAPARE, P. STRANG, 
M. ZEIBARI 

Tredgold has had a very good year in all spheres of House activity and the Inter house 
competition. 

In sports competition the house won the athletics on Founders Day, the Swimming 
Standards, Swimming Gala and the Relay Gala. A very fine double was achieved with both 
the junior and senior teams winning the Inter house Hockey. The seniors won the Inter house 
Cricket. The U15 won the junior Water-polo, and the House dominated the junior and inter- 
mediate Tennis competitions. 


Apart from the team results Tredgold had some outstanding individual sportsmen. 
P.Strang (Captain), E. Dube and D.Gibbs were all selected for the Zimbabwe Schools’ 
Cricket XI. P.Strang was awarded the Governors Trophy for outstanding achievements in 
cricket and hockey. C. Hendrie represented the Zimbabwe Junior Sailing Team in France. 
P.Strang and E. Dube played Hockey for Zimbabwe Schools’. 


R. Godden captained the Matabeleland Junior Tennis Team as well as playing Squash for 
the province. W. Render, A. Henderson. D. Gibbs and A. Kuipers represented the Ist XV 
Rugby. W. Render captained the College Water-polo Team. 

Academic achievements were significant with the House winning the Academic Cup. 
T. Dube, C. Moyo, G. Nemapare and W. Render all won Upper Sixth prizes. A. Fletcher won 
no less than six of the Fourth Form prizes - an outstanding achievement. Other prizes went 
to C. Hendrie for music and good work, and good work prizes were awarded to L. Scheepers, 
M. Homann and M. Chase. 
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W. Render, Head of House, and his prefect body must take credit for much of the success 
the House achieved this year. Together they welded Tredgold into a cohesive and unified 
body. They can be justifiably proud of being involved in an excellent year of all round ach- 
ievement by the House, which at the same time enjoyed a very happy atmosphere with 
good House spirit always prevailing. 

Further thanks must go to the House Tutors Mr P. Westwood and Mr T. Khumalo for 
their invaluable support and assistance in running the House. 


L.M.R. 


SPORTS 
Cricket 1988 


Falcon may still be counted as one of the top cricket scools in the country if the results table 
is anything to go by. These results, however, only reflect part of the story. When it is realized 
that anything up to 80 junior boys and 40 senior boys (in addition to those playing A and B 
games) are playing cricket on a regular basis in the internal leagues, the depth of the game at 
Falcon can be gauged. 


Providing cricket for these numbers presents problems but fortunately in 1988 most of 
them were overcome. The fields were miraculously restored to their former glory as a result of 
the good rains and the concerned management of our new Estate Manager, Mr John Posselt. 
However, the ravages of the drought years have taken their toll. The provision of kit for junior 
teams has always been a headache but with the assistance of generous donations from some Ist 
XI parents, the purchase of second hand kit off the boys themselves has been possible. Falcon 
still has competent coaches for the main school teams and a number of promising Ist and 2nd 
XI players who assist with the junior teams. 


It says much for the dedicated band of coaches, the caterer, estate manager, ground staff 
and the facilities of Falcon, that the College was able to host the Zimbabwe Schools Cricket 
Trails weekend in 1988. This event proved to be highly successful, despite the untimely - 
though, as ever, welcome - intervention of rain. The Davenport Pavilion so kindly donated by 
Rob and Libby in memory of their son Mark, a former Ist XI player, was well and truly 
christened that weekend. It was fitting that five Falcon first team players were selected, under 
the captaincy of Paul Strang, to tour New Zealand with the Zimbabwe Schools side announ- 
ced at the end of the weekend. 


In the age groups cricket continued to go from strength to strength though it is a sad 
commentary when it is realized that the 13A’s and 14A’s were only able to get 10 fixtures each 
during the year. The 13s as a group were not strong and struggled to find form though 
persistence paid off and by the end of the year they were a competent group under the 
leadership of Hastings and Gilmour. 


The 14s went from strength to strength and were undoubtedly the most convincing side 
in the College. Most of their victories were through emphatic margins, with their performance 
against Peterhouse being particularly good. This is a highly talented group with consistent 
performances being recorded by Streak, Gifford, Elliott, Wishart and Godden. 
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PAUL STRANG 
Falcon 1st XI, Matland, Zimbabwe Schools 1986 — 1988 
Young Zimbabwe, Zimbabwe Country Districts 1988 
Captained Falcon Ist XI and Zimbabwe Schools 1988 
511 overs 103 wickets 12.64 runs/wicket 
Photo by G. M. Pattison 


The 15s had a good year, being moulded into a more than competent unit by their captain, 
L. Kuttner. The arrival of S. Gonera added punch to their bowling and batting; with the 
rapidly developing talents of T. Cullen, A. Whittall and D. Carle to rely on, the side went 
through the year unbeaten. 

The open group were seriously affected by the comings and goings dictated by the late 
arrival of the ‘O’ Level candidates in the first term. Consequently the first three squads really 
did not settle into a familiar pattern until the middle of the third term. Despite this the 2nd XI 
under the able leadership of P. Davis managed to remain unbeaten and the 3rd XI aquitted 
themselves well, considering the number of Ist XIs they had to play. 

All in all it was a good year and as the late November rains bring life back to the dying 
cricket fields a genuine vote of thanks is extended to all the coaches, the groundstaff, the 
caterer, the scorers and scoreboard operators, without whom this great team would not grace 
our fields. A final thank you is due to the band of dedicated parents who have followed their 
sons around the country. Their support adds a much needed family atmosphere to the 
game. 
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Team 
Records Played Won Lost Drawn Tied 


[st XI 21 by 5 4 
2st XI 10 8 - 1 1 
3st XI 6 3 3 = 
15A 9 6 - 3 
15B 11 10 1 a 
14A 10 8 = 2 
14B 10 8 1 1 
138A 10 5 2 3 
13B 11 9 - 2 


lst XI Cricket 


Captain: P.A. Strang 
Vice Captain: S.A. Reid 


From the outset 1988 promised to be a rather different year from the previous one for aside 
that retained most of its bowling line up but had had its batting decimated. It would obviously 
be a time of rebuilding and it was therefore no surprise that no less than 15 players were 
involved on a regular basis. It says much for the depth of talent at Falcon that the team 
withstood the growing determination of other school XI’s to knock Falcon off its pedestal - 
until they faltered at the final hurdle! 


The first term was again rather unsettling with several of the ‘O’ Level candidates missing 
the whole season and that strange but welcome phenomenon in Matabeleland. . . rain, affec- 
ted several matches. A comfortable victory over C.B.C. in a lowscoring match set the tone for 
the term in which Falcon never managed to top 160. All members of the team were invariably 
required to bat and it was only the consistency of the bowling that ensured an unbeaten record. 
Both matches against Peterhouse were rain affected with only one result being achieved in 
favour of Falcon. The match against St. Georges saw some dour batting by the visitors 
followed by a dramatic collapse by the Falcon top order. However, in an exciting finish tail- 
enders Dube and Becks pulled off an almost impossible victory with a few balls to spare. 


The last week of the August holidays saw yet another new-look team set off on a brief safari 
into the Mashonaland Country Districts. Three very entertaining days were spent at Ayrshire 
Country Club, Centenary Country Club, and Bindura Cricket Club. Falcon’s cricket was not 
of a very high standard but the hospitality was up to its normal standard and a good social 
mini-tour was had. The sharpening up of skills against a number of the old hands in Districts 
cricket — as well as a number of the current generation of representative cricketeers — paid 
handsome dividends when Falcon participated for the first time in the Inter Schools Cricket 
Festival at Prince Edward. Victories against Vainona and Eaglesvale were followed by an 
emphatic victory over old rivals St Georges. 


The Third Term was a strange mixture of good and bad. Most of the batsmen had their 
moments but consistency was not a hallmark of the batting. In fact the batting, coupled with 
some of the worst fielding displays seen in recent years at Falcon, was the prime reason for the 
team losing three matches. Stragglers, helped by several Falcon members of staff, dealt out a 
severe lesson to the up and coming 1st XI early in the term. The weekend at Peterhouse 
followed the pattern of the first term with the roles reversed. Falcon lost an exciting game ona 
rain affected pitch by one run and the Sunday game was washed out completely. The final 
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1ST XI CRICKET : 
(Standing L to R) R. BECKS, J.R. CRAIG, A. HENDERSON, G. HOPKINS, 
M. LASHBROOK, B. STRANG, I. NOBLE, G. WHITTALL. 
(Seated L to R) A. HUCKLE, J. GIBSON, E. DUBE, S. REID, D. FLEMING 
P. STRANG (Captain), R. WHYTE, D. GIBBS. 


game saw Falcon completely outplayed by a determined and competent C.B.C. side. In 
between these games the College beat Plumtree and Jameson, drew with St Georges and 
Prince Edward in two very contrasting games and combined with Plumtree to defeat a 
Matabeleland Country District side. 

G. Whittall showed signs of developing into a fine attacking opening bat though he will 
need to curb his tendency to hit over the top early in an innings. G. Hopkins was solid in the 
middle order, supported by an often inhibited S. Reid, while in the lower order P. Strang and I. 
Noble were usually good for a few. 

In the bowling department P. Strang was again the leading wicket taker (37) with E. Dube 
and D. Gibbs proving to be the fastest and most effective opening partnership in the country. 
A. Huckle and Reid were the other main wicket takers. 

The fielding on the whole was not good, though Strang was outstanding in any position and 
Noble made a very competent stand-in behind the stumps. The side in this respect were a far 
cry from the 1987 counterparts. 
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Awards 


50 CLUB — R. Becks, R. Craig, J. Gibson (re-award), 
A. Henderson, G. Hopkins, I. Noble, B. Strang, 
R. Whyte(re-award) 


COLOURS — D. Gibbs, A. Huckle, S. Reid (re-award), 
G. Whittall 

HONOURS — E. Dube, P. Strang (re-award) 

ZIMBABWE FAWNS (U15’s) — A. Whittall, S. Gonera, R. Tolmay 

ZIMBABWE SCHOOLS — P. Strang (Capt.), E. Dube, D. Gibbs, A. Huckle, 
G. Whittall 


Hockey 1988 


The 1988 season was a full and interesting one with some ninety-eight fixtures being played 
against other schools. A worrying trend, however, was that at the junior level some of the ‘A’ 
teams played fewer games than the ‘B’ sides. This is because their age groups are required to 
participate in both rugby and hockey and they play all their hockey games only against local 
schools during the week - by tradition Saturdays have been set aside for rugby fixtures. Quite 
understandably, concern has been expressed by the coaches about this trend and it is hoped 
that the 1989 season will see ‘A’ sides playing some of the better hockey schools in Harare 
and Mashonaland. 


One of the highlights of the season was the visit to Falcon of the Wellington College side 
from the U.K. We enjoyed having them and we were sorry when they could not stay with us 
longer. The visit was made even more memorable by the fact that Falcon was the only school 
side in Zimbabwe to beat them. 


The week of house matches again proved very exciting and full. All games were keenly 
contested and some attractive, good quality hockey was played. The whole event certainly 
does a great deal for the game in the school. 


The standard of hockey in most government schools continues to decline, not through lack 
of enthusiasm and potential talent amongst the pupils, but because of a dearth of teachers 
able to coach the game and a lack of equipment. There is a very real and urgent need for the 
provincial senior body of the Hockey Association of Zimbabwe to assist in the development of 
schools hockey - otherwise the future of the game in this country looks very bleak! Real pro- 
gress is being made in the world of cricket, tennis and rugby - so why not hockey? 


The involvement by senior players in the school in coaching, the running of the Mini 
League and the umpiring of junior games was not as good this year as in previous ones. The 
staff see this as a very valuable contribution to the development of the game in the school and 
therefore it is hoped that next year, more enthusiasm will be shown. 


Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to the coaching staff for the enthusiasm they 
showed during the season. Special thanks go to Mr. Posselt and his ground staff for producing 
excellent playing surfaces in spite of difficult conditions. 


G.A.M. 
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1ST XI HOCKEY ’ 
(Standing L to R) A. HUCKLE, M. HAGELTHORN, N. GAMMON, B. STRANG, 
M. STUART, R. BECKS. ‘. - 
(Seated L to R) A. KHAN, E. DUBE, G. PATTISON ( npiain ; 
G. A. MACDONALD esq, P. STRANG, S. GEMMILL, C. KUTTNER. 
(On Ground) B. BROCKWELL 


Ist GAME 


The Ist XI, consisting of seven players from the 1987 team and two from the 1986 team, was 
a talented and experienced side. Of the seventeen interschool games played it won eleven, 
drew four and lost two — these being against St George’s and Peterhouse. 

This looks a creditable achievement, but I believe that such a side should have gone 
through the season unbeaten and it should not have drawn as many as four games. Where a 
did the problem lie? The midfield control could not have been better; the build up toan ew 
almost always showed flair, whilst the defence for the most part was solid and dependab e. 
However, the forwards could not score enough goals — they lacked that final punch which is 
required by a side that is to be really successful. This was particularly noticeable when they 
came up against a tight defence which was certainly the case against St Georges and 
Peterhouse. Dube, at centre forward, who the year before collected a crop of goals, only euned 
eleven in the season; ten of these came in the first six games — an intense drought followed! In 
addition, in spite of a great deal of thought and practice, the team’s short corners were not as 
effective as they should have been. 

It is interesting to analyse the strengths and weaknesses of individual players. Brockwell in 
goal was honest and courageous with very quick reflexes. However, there were times when he 
was too adventurous and he must have given his defence some heart-stopping moments. The 
backs Khan and Hagelthorn were steady and dependable. Khan proved asuperb tackler anda 
good push distributor of the ball, but he had a very weak hit — a strong, accurate clearance is 
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an essential part of a back’s requirements. Hagelthorn started the season as a weak link in the 
side, but by the end he was a strong and reliable defender. 


Gammon at right-half worked hard both in defence and attack and he linked well with 
Becks at right wing — he should prove a very valuable player next season. Centre-half Strang 
was a tower of strength in the middle — his greatest strengths were his ability to head the 
opposition and his penetrating, well-timed through passes. However, he tended not to make 
use of his outside halves in order to get the ball moving wide. The left-half Kuttner was the 
most consistent and reliable player in the side. He virtually bottled up every right wing he 
played against. 

Becks on the right wing had moments when he showed great flair and speed, but generally 
he lacked confidence in his own ability. Stuart at right inner, a position he had played in for Ist 
XI for the two previous seasons, was disappointing. More than often he held the ball too long 
and therefore either lost possession or allowed the defence to close the gaps. Centre-forward 
Dube played with his usual skill and drive but he got into a bad habit of breaking left into the 
circle thus getting himself into a difficult position to score goals. He found it hard to break this 
habit and this partly accounted for his paucity of goals in the latter half of the season. 
Pattison, the captain, playing at left inner for most of the season, was a key player in the side in 
so many ways. Asa captain he led by example in that he always gave 100% effort. He was also a 
shrewd reader of the game situation — a rare attribute in a schoolboy captain. He spoke his 
mind with confidence; he demanded high standards from his fellow players and commanded 
respect. Gemmill, in spite of an early season injury which kept him off the hockey field for four 
weeks, proved to be the best left wing in the country and he was always a thorn in the side of the 
opposition. His contribution to the Falcon side over the last three seasons was invaluable. 
Huckle who had a number of games for Ist XI at left wing, left inner and centre forward, isa 
player with great anticipation and an eye for a goal, but he must learn to work harder in mid- 
field. He could prove to be a key player in the side next season. 

The 2nd XI, a side with a blend of youth and experience played all its games with deter- 
mination and spirit. The players seemed to enjoy their hockey and some useful talent 
emerged. B. Strang, Wilson — Haris, Hale, Smart, Lalla and Eastwood were particularly pro- 
minent. Davis proved an enthusiastic and efficient captain who took his job seriously and he 
certainly brought the best out of his players. 

G.A.M. 


ANALYSIS OF RESULTS 


PLAYED WON DREW LOST GOALS GOALS 
FOR AGAINST 


Ist XI 17 11 4 2 54 16 
2nd XI 13 9 3 1 59 14 
3rd XI 9 6 1 2 24 13 
4th XI 5 2 1 2 13 a 
U15A 7 5 1 if 25 11 
U15B 2 6 2 1 29 5 
U15C 1 i. 0 0 1 0 
Ul4A 7 7 0 0 38 8 
U14B 9 8 a 0 46 4 
U14C 4 3 1 0 22 1 
UL3A ¢ 5 0 2 38 10 
U13B 7 4 2 1 18 10 
U138C 1 1 0 0 2 1 
Totals 96 68 16 12 369 97 
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Ist XI RESULTS 


vs Milton won 14-0, won 2-0 

vs C.B.C. drew 3-3, drew 1-1 
vs Eaglesvale won 4-0 

vs St John’s won 5-0 

vs Vainona won 3-1 

vs Northlea won 4-1 

vs Prince Edward drew 2-2 

vs Plumtree won 4-0, drew 2-2 
vs Hamilton won 3-0, won 2-1 

vs St Georges lost 0-2 

vs Peterhouse lost 1-2 

vs Wellington (U.K.) won 2-1 

vs Lomagundi won 2-0 


HOCKEY AWARDS 

Senior House Hockey Cup: Tredgold 

Junior House Hockey Cup : Tredgold 

Junior Mini-League winners: Hervey 

Most Improved Senior Player: N.M. Gammon 

Most Improved Junior Player: J.D. Ferreira 

ZIMBABWE SCHOOLS: S.R. Gemmill, G.M. Pattison 

Matabeleland Schools A: P.A. Strang (Captain), C.F.C Kuttner, L.E. Dube, S.R. Gemmill 

Matabeleland Schools B: B.C. Brockwell, A.O. Khan, R.J. Becks, G.M. Pattison (Captain), 
N.M. Hagelthorn, M.B. Stuart 

Honours: S.R. Gemmill, L.E. Dube, G.M. Pattison 

Colours: C.F.C. Kuttner, P.A. Strang (Re-award), A.O. Khan, B.C. Brockwell, 


N.M. Hagelthorn 
“50"’ Club: N.M. Gammon, A.G. Huckle, M.B. Stuart (Re-award), P.A.L. Davis, 


R.J. Becks. 
Rugby 1988 


Rugby continues to thrive at the College with the game enjoying strong involvement and 
enthusiasm at all levels of participation. 

It was very pleasing tosee all the sides trying to play ‘quality’, ‘fifteen man’ rugby and scor- 
ing many good tries. 

The second XV was unbeaten for the second year running, and one of the finest junior sides 
seen at Falcon for a very long time — the U14As — were not only unbeaten but played superb 


rugby in the process. ; 
Thanks must go to referees, coaches and supporters of Falcon rugby during the 1988 season. In 
particular, the gratitude of the staff coaches is extended to Ian Buchanan and Don Hatton for 
their assistance with coaching and deep interest in the progress of the game throughout 


the school. 
FIRST XV 


This year’s First XV had the invidious task of following in the wake of three years uf 
outstanding Ist Teams whose successes made Falcon the prime target for every other Ist XV 
to beat. 
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To compound the challenge to be met was the youthfulness and inexperience of the 
side. 


That the 1st Team lost only three games out of the fourteen played speaks volumes for the 
and determination of the team. 


More importantly valuable experience has been gained by these young players, most of 
whom return to Falcon for at least one and in some cases two more seasons. 


JOHN GIBSON and MARTIN FICK inaction against C.B.C. who fell 30-7 : Season of 1988 
Photo by L.R. Dixon 


Commensurate with a young side, predictable weaknesses emerged. Continuity, always a 
strong point of Falcon 1st Team play, was intermittent, caused by a tendency to carry the ball 
too far leading to isolation. There was also a lack of awareness of where the ball was in broken 
play, undermining effective support. Finally in terms of criticism, wrong decisions were all too 
frequently made, often with the tryline at the players’ mercy. 


However the team will be remembered for its determined and positive defence, with mis- 
takes being the exception rather than the rule. The hallmark of the side was undoubtedly its 
courage. Running the ball from inside their own twenty two metre line was not the tactic 
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1ST XV RUGBY 1988 


envisaged by the coaches, even if it did lead to exciting tries and almost created a win in the 
dying moments of a thriving match against Lomagundi. 


The brilliance of play in the second half to come from well behind and beat the English 
public school Bryanston tourists, epitomized the commitment and resolution with which the 
team always played. 

The record of this relatively young team against the top sides in the country was very 
creditable. Eleven of the boys who played regularly during the season will be returning next 
year and they will be supported by the majority of a young and highly successful 
2nd XV. 

Competition for places in the Ist XV in 1988 was heavy — next year it will be formidable, 
made even more so by the possibility of an overseas tour in August. 


L.M.R. 
SEASON’S RESULTS: 
Marondera won 17-6 Plumtree lost 7-6 
Churchill won 13-3 St George’s drew 4-4 
Jameson won 28-4 Peterhouse won 138-9 
Milton won 26-13 Plumtree lost 13-6 
C.B.C. won 30-7 Bryanston won 22-17 
Milton won 11-0 C.B.e. won 43-0 
Prince Edward drew 4-4 Lomagundi lost 10-7 


Points for 322-against 99 
Tries for 42-against 13 


33 


RUGBY AWARDS 1988 


HONOURS: V. Mafu 
J. Gibson 

COLOURS: J. Fotheringham 
S. Rudland 
M. Tshuma 

‘50’ CLUB A. Boye A. Mitumbili 
L. Dixon J. Noble 
M. Fick G. Norvall 
D. Gibbs W. Render 
L. Fuller P. Sibanda 
A. Kuipers 


A. Henderson 
MATABELELAND SCHOOLS: J. Fotheringham 

J. Gibson 

V. Mafu 

M. Tshuma 

I. Noble 
ZIMBABWE SCHOOLS: V. Mafu 

J. Gibson 

M. Tshuma 


Soccer 1988 


I think soccer as a sport has caught up effectively with everyone at Falcon College. This is 
the fourth season since the sport has been introduced seriously at Falcon College. Our boys, 
particularly the junior ones, are very keen in this sport. Due to this interest I introduced a 
junior league for under 14 and 15 as promised in my 1987 report. At this point I wish to thank 
Mr R.B. Harrison sincerely for coaching the juniors. He proved to be a disciplinarian, hence 
the success of the juniors in the league matches they played. 


During 1988 season we played in two zones. We played in our local zone and also played in 
Zone 7,'with schools in town. Our first fixture was against Mzilikazi. We lost to Mzilikazi 3-1. 
in the Ist round of the Dunlop Trophy. Despite the setback this was a very rewarding 
experience for the boys as they played with more experienced ones from Mzilikazi. My objec- 
tives in joining the league in town were slowly being realized. 


In the local zone our first game was against Mzingwane High School. We beat Mzingwane 
2-1 in a warm up match. We had a number of problems in trying to play in the local league. 
Schools such as Mzingwane, Mzinyathini, Mawabeni, Ngwazi and Bezha could not raise 
transport to fulfil their fixtures if to play away; hence our home fixtures against these schools 
were not honoured. I, therefore, decided to concentrate in playing with the schools in town. 
This proved to be a very worthwhile venture. 


We played against such schools as Milton, C.B.C., Hamilton, Mzilikazi, Sobukazi, 


Northlea, St Columbus and Gifford. We played on a points basis for the Highlanders’ Trophy. 
The results were as follows: 


Milton Drew 2-2 Northlea lost 4-2 
CBG. Drew 0-0 St Columbus won 7-4 
Hamilton won 3-2 Gifford lost 4-3 
Mailikazi lost 1-3 
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(Standing L to R) P. MAZIBUKO, C. SCHONING, C. CHIBAFA, V. de P. NYUMBU, 
A. REID, J. CURTIS. 
(Seated L to R) M.N. NYONI, R.K. MUNYORO, M.M.P. HADEBE, T. KHUMALO, 
G. NKOMO, H. HOVE, L. CURTIS. 
(On Ground) M. MLALAZI 


We did not play Sobukazi because they could not raise transport to come to Falcon. In the 
league of 9 teams we came 4th in the final leg at the end of the season. 


This was a rewarding season indeed. We learnt a lot from the more experienced schools. We 
want to continue playing in this league, hoping to benefit from such a venture. We shall con- 
tinue to play in the local league whenever possible. I hope to improve the standard of soccer at 
Falcon College and encourage more boys to take up the same. 

The following players were awarded ‘‘50” Club: 

G. Nkomo, P. Hadebe, J. Curtis, A. Reid, C. Chibafa and P. Mazibuko. M. Mlalazi was re- 
awarded a citation for efficient service as a referee in junior matches and for helping in the 


1 devel t of the sport at Falcon College. 
general development o p arenes 


Basketball 1988 


The season has been one of continued growth for the game at Falcon. More pupils are play- 
ing the sport and the teams are steadily becoming stronger. 

The U/15 team finished on a high note, losing by only a single basket to Northlea in the 
finals of the Bulawayo Inter schools U/15 championship, held in the third term. 
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The Ist Team did well to reach the semi-finals of the Doolabh Trophy where it was beaten 
by Founders, the eventual winners of the tournament. This qualified Falcon as one of the top 
four sides in Matabeleland to compete in the Leyland Shield competition in Harare. 

; In the Leyland competition the team lost to St George’s and 25-21 to Morgan. Falcon at 
times appeared to have the capability of beating both these sides, but the team still needs 


more self belief. Vital baskets were missed under pressure situations as the tension of the tour- 
nament seemed to get to players. 


BASKETBALL 


With most of the Ist Team back next year the basketball squad should be very com- 
petitive. 


Thanks must go to Mr George Carvalho in particular who as a parent and ex-national 


player did much to improve individual skills and a deeper tactical awareness of the game 
amongst the boys. 


Thanks are due also to Mr Khumalo for his enthusiastic and able coaching of the 
juniors, 
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Selected for Matabeleland ‘A’ Team: G. Nkomo 
Selected for Matabeleland ‘B’ Team: M. Fick 


AWARDS 

COLOURS: M. Fick (Captain) 
G. Nkomo 

‘50’ CLUB: Q. Jamieson 
V. Mafu 
M. Mlalazi 
F. Mutarah 
E. Muller 
M. Tshuma 
P. Sibanda 

CITATION: G. Nkomo 

_ JUNIOR BASKETBALL 


1988 season was outstanding for our juniors. In the several games that we played we lost 
once to Founders High School. This was the first match of the season. We went on to beat the 
following schools, particularly — the U/l5s — Northlea, Hamilton, Gifford, 
Milton, Plumtree and C.B.C. The U/14s were not so successful as the U/15 thus and I decided 
enter the U/15 in the “DE JONGH Shield” played at Milton. 


This tournament was played on a league basis. The schools were divided into two groups. 
Falcon College was grouped with Hamilton, Founders and Gifford. We beat the 3 schools to 
book a place in the finals. In the other group Northlea beat the other schools and we played 
Northlea in the finals. Having beaten Northlea during the season my boys were confident of 
victory. However, we lost to Northlea. Falcon was leading by eight points at the end of first 
half. During the second half the boys relaxed and they were pipped by a basket, 30 seconds 
before the end of the game. Falcon College lost 28-30 to Northlea. It was the most agonizing 
experience for me as a coach. However, we had played very well during the season. Players 
such as Mangu Ushewokunze, V. de P. Nyumbu, T. Chikwakwata and R. Stuart were 
outstanding. V. de P. Nyumbu and R. Stuart were picked to play for the Matabeleland squad. 
R. Stuart was chosen as the captain of the squad. 

TOM KHUMALO 


Athletics 1988 


The season started as usual with the Standards competition. House captains organized 
their teams with commendable efficiency and not only was the competitive spirit very high 
but the objective of maximum participation was effectively achieved. The results were 
extremely close. Oates won the competition with 47,9°%, Tredgold was second with 47,3°¢ and 
Hervey third with 46,7%. 

Whilst everyone in the house competes in the Standards Cup the relays meeting has a 
slightly different inflection in that many but not all of the boys compete. 


Again a very exciting competition resulted with Founders winning with 196 points, George 
Grey second with 188 and Tredgold third with a score of 182. 

Founders day arrived with no house a major favourite. However, it was to be an absorbing 
day with fine individual performances to enjoy, whilst the inter house competition developed 
into a major battle between Tredgold and Founders. 
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ATHLETICS 


In the end Tredgold emerged the winners with 529 points, Founders second with 500 and 
George Grey third with 445 points. 

No fewer than eighteen school records were broken on sports day. With the U/17 age group 
only in its second year since inception inevitably many records fell in the age group. However, 
outstanding performances that deserve mention were the total domination of the U/13 age 
group by C. Kureva, Q. Jamieson’s excellent triple jump performance, superb hurdling by A. 
Fletcher in a new U/16 record time, and J. Gibson’s outstanding field event records set in the 
U/17 and open discus and shot. 
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U/17 100m A Event: Sports day 1988 
Athletes MITUMBILI, CRAIG, PATTISON and MUVUTI being led by J. GIBSON. 
Photo by L.R. Dixon 


At inter schools level it became quickly apparent that Falcon is going through a lean 
period as far as athletics talent is concerned. 


College came second to Plumtree in the hexagonal athletics competition but never serious- 
ly challenged the leaders. There is a dearth of sprinting talent in the school and as this ability 
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is a genetic endowment and not a consequence of training, successes on the track were few and 
far between. Nowhere was this more evident than in the juniors where the U/13s & U/14s were 
last in the mini inter schools. 

At the Matabeleland South Inter schools competition Falcon was again second to 
Plumtree. However, the College team performed with great commitment and determination 
despite winning only a single track event in the whole day (A. Fletcher — U/16 hurdles). 
Falcon performed very well in the throwing and jumping events and managed to gain places on 
the track, which in all earned the school a good second place against very strong opposition. J. 
Gibson broke the U/17 discus record with an enormous throw of 51,5 metres. This was one of 
only two records to be broken in the whole tournament. 

Special mention must go to chief equipment steward G. Smith and his assistant 
C. Parsons for their high levels of efficiency and invaluable help. 

R. van der Riet as athletics captain did much in helping to organize as well as engendering 
good team spirit. 

A. Henderson, cross country captain, not only led through example but exacted a high 
standard from his small but dedicated group of runners. 

J. Gibson gained his athletic colours, F. Mutarah and M. Mlalazi gained ‘50’ Club re- 
awards. New awards for ‘50’ Club went to R. van der Riet, A. Henderson, F. Mafunga, M. 
Stewart, J. Fotheringham, N. Grant, A. Fletcher, B. Gass, S. Hall and E. Smith. 


C. Parsons earned a citation. 


RESULTS 

Standards Relays Sports Day 
1. Oates: 47,9% 1. Founders: 196 . Tredgold: 529 

2. Tredgold: 47,3% 2. George Grey: 188 . Founders: 500 

3. Hervey: 46,7% 3. Tredgold: 182 . George Grey: 445 
4. Chubb: 46,5% 4. Chubb: 175 
5 
6 


Ooh wndre 


. Chubb: 422 
5. George Grey: 43,1% . Hervey: 150 . Hervey: 345 
6. Founders: 41,5% . Oates: 94 . Oates: 225 


Hexagonal Inter schools U/13 & U/14 Inter schools 
1. Plumtree: 221 1. Plumtree: 408 1. C.B.C.: 260 
2. Falcon: 197 2. Falcon: 331 2. Plumtree: 21312 
3. Hamilton: 178 3. Umzingwane: 319 3. Milton: 213 
4, C.B.C.: 127 4. Milton: 294 4. Falcon: 160 
5. Milton: 125 5. Hamilton: 254 
6. Gifford: 120 6. C.B.C.: 206 
7. Gifford: 205 
8. Cyrene: 1891 L.M.R.C. 


Tennis 1988 


The finals of the College championships were probably the high point of what was a rather 
mediocre year. 

The Junior Single was won for the second successive year by R. Godden, who defeated A. 
Cumming in the final, while D. Bridgeford and K. Mupita took the Junior Doubles title after a 
hard match against B. Gilmour and A. Cumming. 
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1ST TEAM TENNIS 
(Standing L to R) M.J. ZEBARI, C.F.C. KUTTNER, A.L. HENDERSON, P.W. HALE. 
(Seated L to R) G.M. PATTISON, N.M. HAGELTHORN, 
J.W. FOTHERINGHAM (Captain), S.N. EASTWOOD, B.C.W. EDWARDS. 


The Middle group finals saw B. Gass emerging as a dual winner. In a closely fought singles 
match, he beat V. Nyumbu 7-6, 6-3 and then, paired with S. Smart, defeated J. Sanders and 
N. Fotheringham to win the doubles. 

J. Fotheringham also gained two titles, winning the Open Singles final against N. 
Hagelthorn and then teaming up with Hagelthorn to beat S. Eastwood and B. Edwards in a 
rather one-sided Doubles final. 

The Senior Inter House Championship was won by Tredgold, with George Grey taking the 
Junior title. 

At First Team level, we found C.B.C. and Milton rather too strong for us. Although we 
won our opening match in the Mim du Toit Competition with a score of 12-0 against Fletcher 
High, we were soon bundled out of the competition by C.B.C., who beat us 14-2. 

The junior teams generally had a successful year, with the Under 15 and Under 14 teams 
winning all their matches by fairly handsome margins. The Under 15 side crowned their year 
by defeating the College Second Team 14-2. 
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It was with regret that we said farewell to Mrs Thelma MyIne who for many years had been 
in charge of the Under 13 group. We should like to express our sincere appreciation of her 
efforts and wish her well for the future. 


The following played for the First Team: J. Fotheringham, N. Hagelthorn, G. Pattison, S. 
Eastwood, P. Hale, B. Edwards, M. Zeibari, B. Gass, C. Kuttner, R. Godden and V. Nyumbu. 


COLOURS: ‘50 CLUB” — J. Fotheringham, N. Hagelthorn, G. Pattison, E. Eastwood, P. 
Hale, B. Edwards, B. Gass, C. Kuttner. 


The Captain of Tennis for 1989 will be P.W. Hale. 


Squash 1988 


1988 was a busy year with over 100 league fixtures for the five teams, friendly matches 
against Gifford and Plumtree, all the internal team and individual championships and the 
usual social games. Courts were heavily utilized, and unfortunately continuing problems with 
floors and walls resulted in two of them being out of use for prolonged periods. 


We continued the policy of the previous year by having three open teams, and two junior 
teams in the lower leagues — similarly, House teams included three players from any age 
group, but number 4 and 5 had to be from the Under 15 group. Thus, the average age of players 
representing Falcon is dropping and players are learning the basic skills earlier. The boys are 
gaining experience in the only way possible, and this policy will pay dividends in years 
to come. 


1988 was a busy year with over 100 league fixtures for the five teams, friendly matches 
Falcon losing more matches than were won. Lessons were learned and the first term ended on 
an optimistic note. The second term was rather different as we suffered from the usual crop of 
injuries, and many of our players, being all-rounders, had frequent visits to Harare. I can only 
complement them on the fact that after night journeys there and back, and a hard and often 
bruising game between, they still turned out on the cold Bulawayo courts early on Sunday 
mornings, digging a dying ball out from the corners and giving of their best. With less time for 
practice and the conflict of interests, some players did not develop their skills to the same 
extent as in previous years, but they must be given full credit for effort. 


In the Individual Championships, the junior section was won by R. Godden and R. Gifford 
was the losing finalist. In the intermediate group, S. Eastwood beat C. Davenport in the final. 
In the open championships, C. Davenport reversed the earlier result by beating S. Eastwood 
3-1. In the House Championships, Chubb ran out clear winners followed by Tredgold, then 
Oates followed by George Grey. The difference between the House teams is closing, and we can 
expect even tighter competition in 1989. 

C. Davenport fully earned the award of Colours, and S. Eastwood, A. Judge, C. McCann 
and P. Strang were elected to the ‘50’ Club. I must also record my thanks to A. Judge for all his 
help in organizing league teams and the internal championships. 

G.A. 
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SQUASH RACQUETS — Falcon A and Falcon B Teams 
(Standing L to R) R. WILSON-HARRIS, S. EASTWOOD, R. TAYLOR. 
(Seated L to R) C. DAVENPORT, C. McCANN, A. JUDGE (Captain), 

D. GIBBS, P. STRANG. 


Swimming 1988 


The closing of the third term 1988 brought to an end yet another year of fine swimming 
achievement, both in the inter school competition, and within the sphere of the college. 


The first term saw Falcon winning the Harriers Shield for the second time running, 
narrowly beating C.B.C. This was followed by the Matabeleland Championships where 


numerous contestors excelled in their events. 

In the third term, Falcon won the Interschools’ Gala at C.B.C. by a margin of twenty 
points. The following swimmers attained first or second places:- 
A. Carson, B. Milligan, P. Milligan, G. Stewart, G. Norvall, S. Gough, L. Dixon, A. Gough 
and I. Garnett. 
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THE SWIMMING TEAM 1988 


This was followed by the Matabeleland champi i i 
pionships and trials. 
team, however, has yet to be announced. ene 


The inter house gala brought to a close the season for 1988, with Tredgold the victors. 
narrowly followed by Chubb. The final places were:- 


1st — Tredgold 


2nd —Chubb 

3rd — Hervey 

4th — George Grey 
5th — Oates 


6th — Founders 

The inter house relay gala results were:- 
Ist — Tredgold 

2nd —Hervey 

3rd — Founders 


4th — Chubb 
5th — George Grey 
6th — Oates 


I would like to congratulate all those house swimming captains for their work towards the 


standards, competition and to all members of th i i 
, < e swimming team. My congratulati 
the following for their swimming awards: = or 
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‘50’ CLUB: A. Boye 

G. Norvall 

A. Kuipers 

S. Gough 

A. Gough (re-award) 

M. Truman 
COLOURS: L. Dixon 

I. Garnett (re-award 


I also congratulate Anton Kuipers, who is the swimming captain for 1989, To the swim- 
ming team — all the best for next year. 


GRANT STEWART: Swimming All Africa Age Group Gala 


1 Gold 4 x 100 relay 
4 Silver 4 x 200 relay 
4x 100 medley relay 
200 backstroke 
100 butterfly 
3 bronze 800 freestyle 
200 Individual medley 
100 backstroke 
8 golds 400 Individual medley 
200 freestyle 
400 freestyle 
800 freestyle 
100 butterfly 
200 butterfly 
100 backstroke 
200 backstroke 
2 silvers 100 freestyle 
200 Individual medley 


Water-polo 1988 


1.G. 


FIRST TEAM 


The following people were regular first team players in 1988: 
Richard Follwell, Ian Williams, Ian Fearon, Gary Norvall, Ian Garnett, Simon Gough, 
Warrick Render, Anton Kuipers, Andrew Gough and John Clark. 

This yéar’s team was an enthusiastic and highly motivated one of young players, almost 
all of whom will be returning to school next year. 

The team took a little while to settle down and find their rhythm, but once they did so they 
proved that they could take on and beat virtually any team in Zimbabwe school’s polo. 


Achievements 


In terms of achievements, trophies, honours and awards, the 1988 team must rank among 
the best which the school has produced. 


On Saturday October Ist 1988, the team made a clean sweep of the Matabeleland 
Championships played at Plumtree School. This effort was particularly praiseworthy in that 
the team achieved it playing to the new international water-polo rules for the first time. The 
rules and the changes were only explained to our players at a poolside lecture just before the 
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tournament began! Particular mention must be made of the goalkeeping of Richard Follwell 
during this tournament. Not only was Richard’s keeping superb, but he also proved himself 
to be a sound tactical player and a shrewd strategist. Time and again his long crisp passes to 
the front of the pool turned defence into attack so fast that the opposition could provide no 
adequate defence against our counter-attack. 


The team also owed much in this tournament to the efforts of Ian Williams whose back- 
marking was so effective that he kept the opposition score-rate down to a minimum. Warick 


Render with his continual urging and encouragement made the team believe that they 
could win. 


WATERPOLO 1988 
(Standing L to R) A. KUIPERS, I. FEARON, I. WILLIAMS, A. GOUGH, 
M. ZEBARI (Reserve). 
(Seated L to R) R. FOLLWELL, I. GARNETT, MR. R.W. GAS, W. RENDER, 
J. CLARK, G. NORVALL. 
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The national school’s water-polo championship for the coveted Crusader Shield was 
played in Harare on the weekend of October 15/16. Falcon were runners-up in this tourn- 
ament, losing to St George’s by the narrowest possible margin in the final match. Falcon con- 
vincingly beat the powerful Prince Edward team into third place. P.E. had been the pre- 
tournament favourites. 

The following members were selected for Matabeleland Schools: 

MATABELELAND ‘A’: Richard Follwell, Gary Norvall, Ian Fearon, lan Williams, 
lan Garnett. 

MATABELELAND ‘B’: Simon Gough, Andrew Gough, David Marr (Falcon Second Team) 
and Warrick Render (captain). 

Zimbabwe School’s Players 


The following Falcon players were selected for the Zimbabwe School’s Water-polo 
team 


Richard Follwell (Goalie), Gary Norval! (Wing) and lan Fearon (Link). 

Internal Awards 

HONOURS to Richard Follwell who has made the Matabeleland A and Zimbabwe Schools 
Team for the second year running. 

COLOURS: Gary Norval, Ian Garnett, Ian Williams and Jan Fearon. 

50 CLUB: Simon Gough, Andrew Gough and Warrick Render. 

Future prospects 

The prospects for 1989 are extremely bright. Next year we have a considerable pool of 
talent, skill, expertise and experience on which to draw. 

Gary Norvall demonstrated that he is one of the best attacking forwards in Zimbabwe with 
a tear-away break and a devastating one-handed push shot. Gary is totally versatile and 
equally competent in back or forward positions. 

Ian Fearon proved that through perseverance, application and motivation ordinary team 
members can lift their game to extraordinary levels. 

Richard Follwell will again be providing the stone-wall defence at the back, with mere pre- 
sence providing team-mates with a great sense of confidence and security. 

Simon Gough was the most improved player in the open group this term and is a forward 
with enormous potential. Andrew Gough is solid and dependable in defence. 

Ian Williams will continue his most effective working partnership with Richard Follwell 
and ensure that Falcon is the hardest team to score against in the country. 

Ian Garnett has a tremendous potential, which can be realized once he develops an etfec- 
tive shot under pressure. 

Second Team 

The following players were regular members of the Second Team 
Jurgen Empacher (captain), Graham Futter, David Marr, Louis Scheepers, Rory Robertson 
and Bruce Botton. 

Mark Truman and Grant Stewart also played for this team. 

This proved to be a most enthusiastic and committed team, ably led by Jurgen Empacher. 
This team provided an invaluable service in the open group by supplying a very worthy opposi- 
tion for the first team to practise against. Indeed, they supplied such an effective defence that 
on one memorable occasion, the first team were unable to score against them even when 
aman up! 

Louis Scheepers showed that he is a goalkeeper of quite uncommon talent and of enormous 
potential. 
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Graham Futter, Jurgen Empacher and David Marr had all lifted their personal games very 
significantly by the end of the season. 


In inter school matches the team acquitted themselves very well, winning all their games 
against other second teams and on one occasion, scoring a one goal victory over the Milton 
First Team. 


A most encouraging feature of the senior water-polo this term was the large open group. We 
were able to field 3 teams at the Saturday morning inter school tournaments. A large group is 
a tremendous advantage as it enables us to develop strength in depth and build up a reserve of 
talent and skill for the future. 


However, it will probably mean that swimrning-pool timetables will need to be revised. 


Finally, Jurgen Empacher and his second team are to be complimented on the fine show 
they put up when, together with players from the Plumtree second team, they combined to 
form the Faltree Team which contested the Crusader Shield in Harare. The team made a very 
creditable showing and were in no way overawed when they faced some of the most formidable 
opposition in the country. 


Indeed, David Marr made such a good showing during this tournament that the Matabele- 
land selectors summoned him for the Matabeleland B Team. Congratulations to him on 
his achievement. 


CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
Mylne Society 


Chairman: R.M. Wickham 
Secretary: B.C.W. Edwards 
Committee Member: W.N. Render 


Our activities in the first term are somewhat curtailed by regulations prohibiting the 
return of the Lower Sixth to the College before the O level examination results are published 
and analysed, which meant that in 1988 the first meeting of the Society could not take place 
before 28th February, and on this date we held the meeting for the inaugural speeches by new 
members. Two other meetings were held in the first term, one addressed by an honorary life 
member of the Society, Mr E.J. Marais, who spoke on his impressions of Greece; the other was 
addressed by Mr G.M. Tattersfield, who expounded on the mysteries of black holes. 


In the second term the Society heard an interesting selection of Desert Island Discs, pre- 
sented by the members themselves. It saddens me to record that all of the members chose pop 
music, a reflection of the general lack of interest in serious music at Falcon at present. Later in 
the term I gave a talk on Ireland, having visited that country in the previous holidays. I 
included readings of poems by W.B. Yeats, which certain members found irresistibly funny, 
perhaps another reflection on the intelligentsia of the College? 


Mr Marais was again invited to address the Society, this time on the history of Falcon, 
since his long acquaintance with the College made him particularly qualified to undertake 
this task. I found his views most interesting, having heard our previous Head, Mr D.E. Turner, 
give a similar illustrated talk to the Society shortly before his retirement. Mr L.M. Reynolds 
was our guest speaker at the annual dinner, and after the Caterer’s usual excellent fare, he 
gave a talk both humorous and moving, truly inspirational to all those who heard it. 

R.J.H. 
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The Debating Society 


President: Mrs A. Hoole 
Chairman: G.J. Taylor, V. Mafu (from third term) 
Secretary: R.M. Wickham, M. Wray (from third term) 
Committee Members: L. Dixon, P. Davis, M. Tshuma, I. Noble 


Once again the society enjoyed two terms of successful competition. The first meeting on 
15 January opened with the election of the committee members. Auditions (which consisted of 
one minute speeches on given topics) were then held for prospective members, several of 
whom proved to be talented debaters and were duly elected. Special mention must be made of 
G. Stevenson and S. Taylor who continued to prove themselves good speakers throughout the 
year. 

The second meeting took the form of a panel debate, the motion being ‘Capital punish- 
ment should be a thing of the past’. Speaking for the motion were N. Choruma, J. Udall, 
G. Stevenson and L. Watson-Smith and against the motion were G. Nemapare, B. Stead, 
N. Nkala and S. Taylor. After a somewhat heated response from the floor the motion was 
rejected. 


The third meeting was a ‘balloon debate’ in which six society members each played the role 
of a historic or contemporary figure of their choice. Mike Wray’s convincing impersonation of 
‘Ronbo’ (Mr Hartley) secured him the place of honour in the balloon. 

At the next meeting, which was also a panel debate, the motion was, ‘Parents are too per- 
missive nowadays with their children’. This was won by I. Noble, M. Tshuma, S. Smart and 
R. Robertson who spoke for the motion. Various interesting points were raised relating the 
topic to teenage problems such as drug abuse and promiscuity. 


The fifth meeting took place in the Turner Hall and took the form of a circular debate 
involving house teams. This was won by the Founders team which consisted of I. Noble 
and P. Hadebe. 

Unfortunately there was no interhouse panel debating this year which proved to be a popu- 
lar competition amongst society members in 1987. As usual, college debating came to a 
standstill in the third term to allow for the interhouse public speaking competitions. The 
individual winners of the public speaking competitions were M. Gelman (Senior) and A. 
Stevenson (Junior). Founders won both the Gordon Trophy and the Herring Trophy. 

No doubt the society can look forward to a successful year in 1989 with some talented 


speakers at all levels. 
ROY WICKHAM 


Constellation Club 
Master in Charge: G.M. Tattersfield F.R.A.S. 


This year the Constellation Club was hampered by a lull in a senior membership, and also 
by the loss of one item of equipment which meant that the main telescope could not be used in 
the latter part of 1988. Fortunately both problems have been solved, and the future of the 
Club looks very good. We were able to hold several outdoor sessions with the telescope and the 
large binoculars and to introduce members to the main sights in the sky. Several talks were 
held detailing the different classes of object which appear in the sky, starting with the planets 
and the solar system and working on to a description of the interior of the stars, open clusters, 
globular clusters right out to galaxies and the structure of the Universe. We had several in- 
teresting discussions on the problems of interstellar communication and the question of find- 
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ing life elsewhere in space. Early in the year we were joined one evening by about 20 members 
of the Bulawayo Astronomical Society, who were able to see a variety of objects through the 
main telescope, including the planet Saturn, which was particularly interesting to observe in 
1988. We hope to continue our links with the Bulawayo society in 1989. 


The prospects for 1989 look very interesting indeed. We have a group of fourth-form 
members who are showing a lot of interest in calculating the positions of objects in the solar 
system. Ve expect to transfer the programmes from calculator to computer in 1989, and to be 
able to use the programmes to detect faint asteroids and maybe comets, given their orbital 
elements. There has already been an improvement in the members’ map-reading skills, and it 
is expected that they will improve still further once they are trained to use the main telescope. 
There are some excellent opportunities for observational astronomy in 1989. We will be watch- 
ing carefully to see the eclipsed moon rising above the Mulungwane Hills on February 20th. By 
April, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune should again be visible and we will also attempt to observe 
Pluto. There will be a lot to follow in the space programmes of the USA, particularly with the 
re-launching of the Space Shuttle, the deployment of the Space Telescope, the launch of the 
Galileo and Ulysses probes and the arrival of Voyager Il at Neptune. All in all, we are promised 
great revelations from these missions and it is hoped that these will attract enthusiastic 


amateurs to the marvels of astronomy. 
GMT 


Sailing Club 


Due to the inherent logistical restrictions faced by the Sailing Club, it is one of the 
College’s “‘minority’ clubs, but nevertheless, in terms of activity and achievements, a 
successful ‘‘minority” club. 

In addition to its traditional “Matopo” sailing outings the Club has initiated, with varying 
degrees of success, three new developments. 

The first being the establishment of a ‘“‘Windsurfer”’ section. Four members have brought 
“boards” which are housed in a specially designed trailer (accurately likened to a mobile 
“boudoir’’!) loaned by Mr D. Marr of Mvurwi. It is hoped that this section will attract more 
members and increase activity in the new year. 

The second line of development has been the attempt to move some of the Club’s activities 
from the Matopo Sailing Club to the conveniently adjacent Upper Ncema Dam. This scheme 
coincided with, and has been linked to, attempts by the local Ncemavale Club to revive its 
boating section. Despite their clubhouse not yet being in a ready state, the College Club has 
carried out an experimental one day sailing foray from these premises — in coloquial terms it 
was endorsed as “‘a gas’”’! 

In planning its activities from Ncema, the Club has given full consideration to safety 
aspects; asmall rescue boat and motor have been indefinitely loaned by parents, and bilharzia 
spraying has been provided for. 

The third ‘‘new” aspect of the Club’s activities was the holding of an “‘interschools 
regatta”. This took place during the middle term and was held at Matopo Sailing Club. Sup- 
ported by six schools, the event was a definite success and has been well commented upon by 
various headmasters. 
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In terms of international representation the College (and Club) improved upon its already 
substantial previous years record. The following members represented Zimbabwe in inter- 
national regattas: 

P. Musgrave attended the British-Irish Optimist Nationals. 

C. Hendrie and L. Crockett (National Colours awarded) attended the Optimist World 
Regatta in France. 

R. Musgrave attended the Enterprise Class World Regatta and British National Regatta 
(Senior National Colours awarded.) 

The Club once again expresses its appreciation to the Headmaster, his Secretary and the 
Bursar for their administrative support over the year. 


Shooting Club 1988 


Master in Charge: G.M. Tattersfield 
Captain of Shooting: A.M. van Eeden 


This year saw a great resurgence of interest in the Shooting Club, and this was very gratify- 
ing indeed. We had a large number of senior members, and, particularly as the year went on, 
we were able to have meetings on a once-a-week basis. A very popular introduction this year 
was a “‘falling plates” competition, which we held about every fortnight. It is the first time in 
some years that we have had a competition where people are under pressure to fire in a short 
space of time. It obviously goes down very well and it has become a regular part of our 
activities. There were some good, consistent performances by several members during the 
year, notably by A.M. van Eeden, J. Henry and T.W. Wigham. 

Ammunition is still very scarce and expensive, so we are obliged to limit strictly the 
number of rounds fired at any particular meeting. Even so, good use is made of what little we 
have. We have maintained a standard of 73% required for new members to enter the Club dur- 
ing 1988, and enough people have met that standard that we are considering raising it a little 
for 1989. The number of people in the Club has to be limited to about 10, again to conserve 
ammunition. Any member of the College is allowed to come down to the range as the guest of a 
Club member to test his skills, and if he scores above the entrance percentage, he is invited to 
join the Club. 

The Inter House Shooting Competition was held in October and saw one of the most excit- 
ing finishes of recent years. Hervey won the Cup with 229 points narrowly from Chubb who had 
228. The other Houses all scored between 196 and 220, all out of a possible 300. In the falling 
plates knockout competition Chubb beat Founders, again by a narrow margin. The Caryer 
Cup for Marksmanship was shared by A.M. van Eeden and J. Henry, both of Chubb, 
especially as Captain of Shooting in 1988. We are also very grateful to Mr Empacher of 
Triangle for all his continued help. 


The Captain of Shooting for 1989 is A.C. Gibbons. 
GMT 


Computing Club 
Masters in Charge: J.M. Dunphy & T. Matatu 


Just over two years have elapsed since the Club acquired its new highly interactive and 
versatile network of computers. We have continued to pursue our policy of providing every boy 
at Falcon with a ‘hands on’ experience sufficient to enable him to develop a basic computer 
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literacy. To this end, we are still running a two-term basic course for trainees. The two-term 
basic course has proved to be much more effective and successful than the ‘crash’ one-term 
The large number of computer enthusiasts who had queued up impatiently for the basic 
course soon after the new computers were installed has been reduced to a trickle. This has 
enabled us to do away with the much dreaded one-term course and waiting list. We are 
now concentrating our intake on new members of the school. At the end of the basic course, the 
trainees sit for a test and those who pass become permanent members and are afforded 
guidance to develop and enhance their computing skills at higher levels of sophistication. Per- 
manent members who acquit themselves with excellence may become Senior members of the 
Club. At the end of 1988, the Club had 8 Senior members, 41 permanent members and 
25 trainees. 


The Club has remained very popular with the boys but the 1988 Form One trainees deserve 
special mention. We were greatly impressed with their enthusiasm and high level of self- 
motivation. Their mastery of computing skills was generally at a high level of sophistication 
and exceeded all our expectations. We adopted an individualised project approach for them 
requiring use of programming techniques that hitherto would have been recommended for 
Senior Members! 15 trainees sat for the basic course test and eight passed: a highly commend- 
able effort on their part! This bodes well for the future of the Club, given the fact that the 
trainees’ mathematical concepts are still in the formative stages. Those who failed the test 
will no doubt have another chance before they leave Falcon. 


The annual computing prizes are still based on the cumulative points scored during the 
monthly competitions. M.E. Gelman won the Senior computing prize while L.G. Kuttner 
took the Junior prize for the second year running. However, the monthly entries for 1988 were 
rather disappointing compared with those of the previous year. The programmes presented 
were not as imaginative and generally lacked the expected depth and finesse. The computing 
staff are determined that the monthly competitions be pursued as they enhance independent 
and creative thinking. We would also like to see more entries from the juniors. 


We would like to commend I.D. de Vries, one of the senior members for passing the com- 
puter aptitude test administered by C.F. Tulleys, a Harare-based computer firm. Although 
the test is very demanding, he managed to score well over 60%. Two other senior members, C. 
Chibafa and M. Khumalo, will be taking the test this year. 


During the second term the Club hosted a one-day computer introductory and apprecia- 
tion course for about 70 students from Northlea High School. We left the entire organization of 
the programme of events to the boys themselves. This provided them with a unique oppor- 
tunity to ‘show off’ their computing and organizational skills to their peers. The organizing 
committee comprised M.T. Figgins, W. Rwasoka, T.M. Leher, S.N. Trollip, M. Khumalo, 
and J.O. Fowle. Together they drew up a programme of events, wrote and collated interesting 
illustrative programmes, formated a disc for the network and ran it themselves. We came in as 
silent observers and were greatly impressed by the organizational skills displayed by the six. 
The Computer room was a hive of activity as the boys intrigued their visitors with a variety of 
instructional programmes and activities. Direct and indirect feedback from the visiting 
students and their teachers revealed that the appreciation course was a resounding success: 
a commendable effort on the part of our boys. 


The school library now subscribes to a monthly computer periodical, the Micro User, 
which invariably finds its way into the Computer Room. The periodical has become a popular 
resource book for the boys. It keeps them up to date with the latest trends in computer 
hardware and software innovations, besides acting as a bank of new computer programmes 
and new ideas. 
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The Club greatly missed the services of Mrs C. Robinson. After serving for one term in the 
Club she was ‘poached’ by the Administration to apply her expertise in the demanding daily 
tasks of running the Administration computer. 

T. MATATU and J.M. DUNPHY 


Bridge Club 1988 


Master in Charge: G.M. Tattersfield 
Senior Member: M.D. Wenham 


The Bridge Club has had a successful and enjoyable year in 1988. The Club has been a 
popular activity on Thursday afternoons, although there have been some problems with 
people not attending regularly. Even so, it has been pleasing to note the increase in the amount 
of Bridge being played, as opposed to the simpler games which newcomers to the Club play to 
increase their card skills before tackling Bridge itself. The aim in 1989 is to hold more regular 
sessions — at least once a week — and to introduce Bridge drives on a competitive basis so as to 
increase interest in the Club’s activities. We are also looking for more senior members of the 
school in the hope that we can raise the standard of play. 


Many thanks are due to Mr Staveley for the time that he spent with us coaching Bridge, 
and to M.D.D. Wenham for his services, keeping the Club in order as Senior Member. 


IMT 
Photographic Club 


i/c R.R. Hartley 
Members: L. Dixon, G. Pattison, R. Ashby, M. Nel 


A wide variety of work was undertaken including documentaries such as the expedition (by 
R. Ashby), Quiet Waters and general school activities. These proved successful and a few high 
quality results were achieved, most notably by L. Dixon and G. Pattison. Some of these 
appear in this magazine, whilst others may be used for the new College Prospectus. Many 
appeared in an impressive display for Speech Day. Even the Chronicle photographer noted 
the names of our top two photographers! 

Some artistic work was also carried out mainly by L. Dixon, with some outstanding results 
showing a degree of sensitivity (e.g. an early morning scene at Bulawayo station, a young boy 
in France and a young black refugee) and a good eye for composition. A few effective action 
shots of sportsmen reflect commendable skill as well. 

The club activities were made much easier by the acquisition of anew enlarger, a timer and 
a 85 - 200 zoom lens. Our external students were able to provide paper, while the College 
helped a great deal by importing a roll of bulk black and white film. L. Dixon and G. Pattison 
thoroughly deserved their citations. 

RON HARTLEY 


Senior Natural History 


i/c R.R. Hartley 
Chairman: M. Bing 
Secretary: A. Judge 
Committee: H.V. Beattie, A. van Eeden, M. Fick, R. Follwell 


There has been a full range of activities and meetings this year, although as always a couple 
more camps and excursions would not have gone amiss. The Society did not manage to visit 
the Matopos to help with the falcon survey for instance, but hopefully next year this will 
continue. 
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The most striking feature of the society is the willingness to contribute to the recording 
system, of inestimable value both for the members and scientifically. The Natural History 
logbook contains records of Specially Protected Species such as Kori Bustard, Martial 
Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, Black Sparrowhawk, Aardvark and Bateleur Eagle. Thirty five 
cards have been completed for the Southern African Atlas programme, covering squares in 
the local area as well as further afield, such as Bindura, Matetsi, Mutare and the Zambezi 
Valley. Five teams participated in the annual bird watch, the largest contingent in Zim- 
babwe, and a full report was published in the O.A.Z.’s Honeyguide. The definitive list of birds 
recorded since 1983 now stands at 269, species with breeding records for 108. 

Ten members have contributed to the nest record card system and some 86 cards covering 
49 species have been completed so far. Interesting records include a Marsh Owl at Gum Trees 
Dam, last recorded as breeding here in the 1960’s by Peter Steyn, and a new Black Sparrow- 
hawk pair was found nesting north of the College. The latter has successfully fledged 2 chicks. 
The Lanners fledged 2 young, maintaining a successful cycle for the past five years. One pair of 
African Hawk Eagles fledged a chick while 3 pairs of Tawny Eagles did the same. 


Of three pairs of nesting Secretary Birds in the area, two have been successful. Cover has 
been prolific while the dams have been holding water well. Consequently gamebirds and 
waterfowl have been evident, particularly during the latter part of the season, with Red Billed 
Teal fully exploiting the optimum conditions at the local dams such as High Acres, Uppper 
Longdens, the weir at Quiet Waters and Gum Trees. Altogether a good year for birds. 


The most disappointing ornithological event was the destruction by local youths of a Black 
Stork’s nest at the feature called “Crack”. This is the first time in recent years that this species 
has been seen to attempt breeding in the local quarries. Possibly the most interesting event 
has been the continued evidence of the Rock Pigeon, with more pairs occupying the school 
buildings such as the Chapel, where for broods were produced by one pair. An adult Peregrine 
Falcon attempted to join trained Peregrine ‘“‘Whizz” when the latter took a Swainson at 
Sacred Heart. The wild falcon then spent about fiften minutes hunting doves, employing less 
impressive tactics than “Whizz”’. As usual Horus Swifts and White Fronted Beeaters have 
bred successfully in the dumps. No ringed birds were identified, however. 


Hedgehogs have been particularly evident this year and it would be useful to get some tags 
in order to conduct some meaningful research on the species. Red Rock Hares have been 
sighted regularly at Usandisa in Quiet Waters, while one individual was recovered in the 
school grounds, by kind favour of trained African Hawk Eagle ‘‘Cilla”’. 


Some excellent project work has been done. The Wahlberg’s study has continued with 
good results, under Hamish Beattie. The latter also submitted an essay with colleague Karl 
Lyon, on the general ecology of birds in the area, earning second prize in the Marjorie 
Saunders Memorial Essay competition. First prize went to Mark Bing and Konrad Empacher 
for their meticulous paper on the Barn Owl. the latter analysed some 1 000 ow] pellets! Mark 
also won the Natural History prize for his outstanding inputs into the Society over the past 
five years. He also showed a great willingness to help members this year and led the society 
from the front. He has produced a number of interesting and valuable records on birds, 
arachnids and small mammals (especially bats), giving talks on these as well. Neville Fitzroy 
has been doing some good work on raptors on Essexvale Ranch, including two pairs of Sec- 
retary Birds. 

Some excellent work was achieved by Mark Bing and Hamish Beattie on the Kazuma Pan 
Expedition. Tasked by the society to survey the birds of the area, they completed Atlas cards 
for four quarter degree squares, adding 46 extra species to National Parks Ecologist Sue 
Worsely’s list for the area. They also submitted 24 nest record cards, and completed a report 
for Honeyguide. Both the Director of the Natural History Museum and the Chief Ornitholo- 
gist complimented them on this work. 
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Four members accompanied the Z.F.C. Falcon-Peterhouse expedition to Siubuwa and 
Chizarira in December. This trip was arranged at the invitation of the Environmental Impact 
‘Team, studying the effects of DDT (tsetse control). A full scientific report will be prepared in 
due course by the author. Over thirty raptor nests were found, while three Atlas Cards were 
completed. Game sighted included Black Rhino, Buffalo, Elephant and various antelope. 
The party was divided into three groups of 4 and the survey was carried out on foot. Each 
member averaged some 60kms of walking over five and a half days, including two overnight 
sojourns. A full report will appear in the next edition of The Falcon. 


In the First Term there was an outing to Aiselby where a bird ringing course was given by 
Tony Tree. This was a most interesting and enjoyable excursion which involved the sighting of 
a plethora of waders and waterfowl including ovocets, flamingo and pelican. In March a 
weekend was spent at Nyamandhlovu with National Parks Chief Ornithologist Dr Peter 
Mundy, busy catching Red Billed Quelea at a breeding colony. A great deal was learned about 
field ornithology. In July an excursion to Fort Rixon and Shangangwe proved most enjoyable. 
Large members of Crowned Cranes (over 100) were seen south of Fort Rixon, while Cape 
Vultures, a pair of Black Eagles and Lanner Falcons were seen at Shangangwe. At the latter 
the author showed students an extensive boneyard below a Barn Owl nest. Collections were 
made and analysed subsequently by Mark Bing for his project. Members also helped with the 
translocation of a kudu cow to Quiet Waters. 

A number of talks were given each term, several by members on their projects and special 
interests. In the First Term the author spoke on small mammals in the area; Andre van Eeden 
on the large mammals; Mark Bing on the bats. In the Second Term the society was treated toa 
varied and comprehensive account on the Kazuma Expedition. Martin Fick spoke on the 
vegetation; Veldsman on arachnids; Gareth MacDonald on the camp and its surroundings; 
Mark Minshull on the fish; Ian Fearon on the mammals and Mark Bing and Hamish Beattie 
on the birds. In the Third Term Richard Follwell gave an interesting account on the snakes of 
the area, also providing a check list. Andre van Eeden and Guy Whittall spoke on their ex- 
periences in Safari hunting. 


Guest speakers included Mr Lionel Reynolds and Dr Don Broadley. Both gave absorbing 
accounts, the former on natural vegetation using Quiet Waters as the lecture area, and the 
latter on the reptiles of the area. The author gave several talks on birds including two in 
Bulawayo. He also featured on Wildlife Forum with Dr Peter Mundy, discussing the use of 
falcons in controlling birds at airports. Four members attended the Ken Newman bird lectures 
in Bulawayo and were kindly sponsored by the Wildlife Society, Matabeleland Branch. The 
video facility has proved most useful, and a number of outstanding features were viewed. 
Moreover the society’s video collection has been boosted with the help of the following 
parents: Mr & Mrs R. Dollar; Mr & Mrs J. Dudman and Mr & Mrs van Eeden. To them we are 
greatly indebted. 

Throughout the year attendance was good, and thanks are due to the committee. 

In 1989 it is hoped that a greater proportion of members will spend more time in the field. 
The finest laboratory is the bush; all that remains is to use it to the full. Greater emphasis will 
be made with the identification of small birds (“‘l.b.j’s’’) to broaden the input in the Bird Atlas 
project. Some work will also be done on taxidermy and measuring specimens, at the Natural 
History Museum. 

Finally thanks are due to Mr Des Jackson, Director of the Natural History Museum for 
providing us with a complete collection of museum publications — Arnoldia and Smithersia 
—and for his advice on a wide variety of issues; also to Mr John Minshull for his excellent book 
on the Fishes of Zimbabwe, for his advice, and to his wife Jacqui for her interest and encour- 
agement in the study of arachnidae; and to Dr Peter Mundy for his enthusiasm and advice on 
ornithology. 

RON HARTLEY 
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NOTES ON SOME BIRDS SEEN IN THE KAZUMA NATIONAL PARK AND ITS 
SURROUNDING ENVIRONS 
By Hamish Beattie and Mark Bing 


INTRODUCTION 


An expedition was held by Falcon College and the National Museums of Zimbabwe from 
the 10th to the 22nd of April, to one of the most remote parts of Zimbabwe, Kazuma National 
Park. This is a relatively small National Park of about 316 square kilometres lying on the 
Botswana border north of Hwange National Park and the Matetsi Safari area. 


The ornithological unit of the Falcon College Natural History Society was represented by 
the authors who were tasked with completing Atlas Cards for the area. The park consists of a 
series of seasonally flooded pans, one of which is 23km? in area and is known as the Kazuma 
depression. The soil ranges from deep Kalahari Sands, which hold large area of Teak forests 
(Baikea pluri juga) and acacia scrub, to black cotton soils in the wet areas such as the Matetsi 
Area. Because this is a relatively untouched area and is the largest wetland area in Zimbabwe, 
the bird life is prolific. Moreover, after a very good and long rainy season, the depression was 
saturated with water averaging a depth of about one metre and spreading over an area of 
23km. Flocks of ducks, storks, ibis, egrets and many other birds are continuously landing and 
taking to flight over this rich feeding area. 


A causeway has been built across the pan parallel to the border in order to be able to cross 
the vast expanse of water. The birds continuously land on the causeway and use it as a refuge 
since there are virtually no islands on the pan. As you cross the causeway huge flocks of birds 
take off which gives you the impression of a very colourful swarm of giant bees. 


RESULTS 


In a period of about eleven days 219 species of birds were seen in an area covering four 
quarter degree squares. The squares covered by Falcon College were:- Kazuma A(1825 BC); 
Kazuma B (1825 AD); Matetsi (1825 BD) and Pandamatenga (1825 DA). 


The majority of the birds seen were in Kazuma A in which 219 species were recorded. 
Kazuma A covers the main depression and the surrounding land which is mainly sparse scrub 
consisting mainly of short acacia bushes and the odd cluster of palm trees (Hyphaene 
natalensis). 


In the square Kazuma B, 207 species were recorded, with much the same habitat and bird 
species as found in Kazuma A. 


One hundred and six species were recorded in the Matetsi square, which consists of 
sparse bush with many isolated hills with many rivers cutting between them. This terrain and 
habitat is similar to Pandamatenga in which just 125 species were seen. 


Interesting species that were recorded in the pan habitat included a Slaty Egret (Egretta 
vinaceigula), observed flying fairly close to the land rover on the causeway, 4 Fish Eagles 
(Haliaeetus vocifer), a Black Egret (Egretta ardesiaca) on a different occasion flying over 
the pan, Pygmy Goose (Nettapus auritus) seen on several occasions and up to 10 pairs were 
seen along the length of the causeway; Yellowbilled Duck (Anas undulata) were seen on ore 
occasion otherwise were absent from the pans; both White Winged (Chlidonias leucop- 
terus) and whiskered Terns (Chlidonias hybridus) were seen and it was interesting to note 
that the White Winged Terns were present in both breeding and non-breeding plumage. A 
substantial colony of breeding Whiskered Tern were observed, both Painted (Rostratula 
benghalensis) and Ethiopian Snipes (Gallinago nigripennis) were seen each on one occasion; 
Dwarf Bitterns (Ixobrychus sturmi) were seen commonly and two nests with chicks in were 
seen; and Little Bitterns (Ixobrychus minutus) were also seen on several occasions but were 
less common than the Dwarf. A group of six Woolynecked Storks (Ciconia episcopus) were 
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seen on the pans on one occasion; a group of seven Yellowbilled Storks (Mycteria ibis) were 
seen on the main causeway once and the Rufousbellied Heron (Butorides rufiventris) was 
very common on the pan and sighted almost every day: it and proved to be much more 
common than the Greenback Heron (Butorides striatus) of which only one was seen on 
the pan. 


It was interesting to note that the most common stork seen was the Openbilled Stork 
(Anastomus lamelligerus) which was seen almost every day and a group of up to 50 was pre- 
sent on the pan. The most common duck was by far the Fulvous Duck (Dendrocygna bicolor) 
of which flocks of 100 to 200 were seen flying. An estimated flock of 1 000 birds were seen on the 
Eastern end of the pan where they seemed to like sparser vegetation and open water. In 
comparison with its normally more common relative the Whitefaced Duck (Dendrocygna 
viduata) of which only five were seen on the whole expedition. All other ducks and teals were 
generally paired. The next most common being the Southern Pochard (Netta erythroph- 
thalma) and Redbilled Teal (Anas erythrorhynca). Onan island of 20m by 5m, five Redbilled 
Teal nests were found in the grass, one of which contained 27 eggs. 


Most of the raptors seen were observed flying over the thick bush on the very outskirts of 
the pan. The most common raptor seen was the Bateleur (Terathopius ecaudatus) which was 
sighted every day. A group of 12 Bateleurs (3 juveniles, 4 females and 5 males) were seen soar- 
ing in the same area. Four species of vultures were seen, Whitebacked (Gyps africanus) 
Whiteheaded (Trigonoceps occipitalis), Hooded and Lappetfaced (Torgus tracheliotus) 
vultures, the most common being the Whitebacked Vulture. Martial Eagles (Polemaetus 
bellicosus) were seen on two occasions, one Honey Buzzard (Pernis apivorus) was seen in 
fairly thick msasa woodland in the Kazuma National Park, an African Marsh Harrier (Circus 
ranivorus) was seen on the pan itself and an interesting record was two Gabar Goshawks 
(Micronisus gabar) seen mating out of season. Kori Bustard (Pardeotis kori) were seen 
quite commonly, 16 on the duration of the expedition. They tended to be found in similar 
habitats to the Denhams (Neotis denhami) (i.e., the areas of shorter grass bordering the pan- 
sand on the black cotton soils). 


Other interesting records seen on duration of the expedition were: Ground Hornbill 
(Bucorvus Leadbeater) seen on several occasions, Burchell’s Starling (Lamprotornis aus- 
tralis) seen in Kazuma A; Denhams’ Bustard seen in Kazuma A and B standing in fairly long 
grass in vlei areas on both occasions; Lesser Kestrel (Falco naumanni); Dickinsons’ Kestrel 
(Falco Dickinsoni); Montagus Harrier (Circus pygarus); Redeyed Bulbul (Pygnenotus bar- 
batus); Pearl Spotted Owl (Glaucidium perlatum); Scops Owl (Otus senegalensis); Giant 
Eagle Owl (Bubo capensis); Burchell’s Sandgrouse (Pterocles burchelli); Double Banded 
(Pterocles picinctus) and Yellowthroated Sandgrouse (Pterocles gutturalis) were seen. 
Yellowbilled Oxpeckers (Buphagus africanus) were seen associated with most of the Sable 
Antelope (Hippotragus niger) and to a limited extent with the giraffe. Redbilled Quelea 
(Quelea quelea) were seen on occasion in the sandy zones with the largest flock estimated at 
about fifty birds. Where relevant, rarities forms were completed and submitted to the Atlas 
coordinator. 


In all 24 nests were recorded and nest record cards were filled in and submitted to the 
Natural History Museum. Two Dabchick nest sites were found, one containing 5 eggs and 
chicks, the other containing 9 eggs and one was a Redknobbed Coots egg. A Dwarf Bitterns 
nest was found situated in a low bush above shallow water with 5 chicks in. Six Redbilled Teal 
nests were found, five of which were on an island mentioned earlier and one particular nest 
contained 27 eggs. One Redknobbed Coots nest was found containing four eggs. Twelve Black- 
smith Plover nests were found by careful searching of the causeway. They were scattered 
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almost even distances apart and the average number of eggs in each was about four. A Whis- 
kered Terns nest was also found with three eggs floating on a mat of sedges and grasses about 
30-35cm2. The only other productive nest found was a Burchells Sandgrouse nest lined spar- 
sely with grass, in an open space, containing three eggs. 


Discussion: 

This was a rewarding expedition for Falcon College and the National Museums team, not 
only in terms of birds seen but also for the overall ecological approach which included work on 
Arachnids, fish, insects, reptiles, mammals and vegetation. 


This study added 46 additional species to ecologist Sue Worsley’s definitive list for the 
area, bringing the total to 279 species. 
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Junior Natural History Society 


Master-in-charge: G.A. Macdc.iald 
Secretary: Ist Term — M.R. Gibbs, 2nd Term — R.G.S. Evans, 3rd Term — H.H. Streak 


The year started with thirty-five members, but numbers fluctuated during the year. In the 
second term we lost five of the more knowledgeable form two naturalists to the senior society, 
but several pupils joined during the second and third terms and we ended the year with nearly 
forty members. 

The first term saw considerable activity. Apart from the normal Friday afternoon meet- 
ings where minutes of the previous meeting were read and points of interest discussed, there 
were several video evenings and outings to Quiet Waters whilst a second was with the help of 
Mark Wenham spent doing a series of transects across the Hamerkop Vlei in order to analyse 
the density and distribution of the grass species. This was then mapped and the results were 
displayed at several Open Days during the year. It is hoped that this will be done annually in 
order to assess any changes as the Vlei recovers from the ravages of drought and over grazing by 
cattle. Members also assisted in tagging trees along nature trails. 


During the second term I was committed to the administration of hockey and coaching Ist 
game. I therefore am grateful to my wife for standing in and giving up her time to show a series 
of fascinating natural history videos from the Survival and National Geographic Series. 
Perhaps the most memorable and informative were those on the life of a Hamerkop and the 
animal activities associated with a termite mound. 

The third term was very busy and varied. We had two visiting speakers: Mr S. Stevenson, 
a consultant ecologist with International Union for Conservation of Nature and 
Natural Resources, who spoke on the pros and cons of tsetse fly eradication in the Zambesi 
Valley. It was a fascinating talk and it stimulated a great deal of thought and discussion both 
during and after the meeting. Near the end of term Mrs J. Minshull, curator of Arachnids at 
the Bulawayo Museum, gave an illustrated talk on spiders, laying particular emphasis on the 
variety of web shares spun by different species and the different techniques of catching prey. 
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She ended by posing the problem of the use of spider webs by birds in the construction of their 
nests. Surely this is a fascinating topic for research by a pupil at Falcon next year. 


A very busy afternoon was spent on Quiet Waters, where members were split into groups to 
carry out different tasks. One helped plant aloes at the Study Centre, whilst another helped 
Mr Marais tag trees along a new trail. Two groups carried out a sweep of the western sector to 
do a count on the impala population whilst another group did a sweep up a valley in the 
Wilderness area in search of snares. The last group was given the task of laying out a Nature 
Trail route for one of the houses to cut. 


The highlight of the year was the weekend camp on Debshan Ranch. Unfortunately 
limitations of transport only allowed twenty-four members to attend. These lucky ones had 
two full, fascinating days in a beautiful part of the country. Details of the trip are recorded by 
Kendall in another report. All birds seen and heard in the Wabai 4° square were recorded and 
a card has been submitted for Zimbabwe Bird Atlas Project. The Society members are most 
grateful to Mr Dave Tredgold for allowing us to visit Debshan Ranch; to Mr Colin Edwards for 
his informative talk on Tsessebe utilization and Mr Wayne Grant for allowing us to use his 
safari camp as a base. 


The growing interest in Natural History at Falcon is an encouraging trend. This has partly 
been helped by the expertise that the Falcon staff offers in this field and partly by the stimulus 
of the Quiet Waters Conservation Scheme. The recent cessation of dissident activities in 
Matabeleland as a result of Unity has also encouraged pupils to get out into the surrounding 
bush during the weekends. 

G.A. MACDONALD 


JUNIOR NATURAL HISTORY OUTING TO DEBSHAN RANCH 


11th November, 1988 

We departed from Falcon at 1:30 p.m. in the large school bus and mini-bus after packing 
camping and eating equipment. Several sightings of game and birds were made on the dirt 
road between Falcon and the main tar road, which included White-backed, Lappet-faced and 
Hooded Vultures. Further on we came across both male and female ostriches with fourteen 
youngsters. Once on the main road there was little of real interest. After a short stop at 
Shangani to buy drinks we carried on along a dirt road through hilly wooded areas 
(Msasa) and rolling savanna where we saw baboon, monkey and Tsessebe. On our arrival at 
the headquarters of Debshan, Mr Edwards, a section manager, drove us to the hunting camp. 
On the way we saw many Tsessebe, Zebra, Reedbuck and Steenbuck. At the camp we un- 
packed the bus, set up the kitchen, and staked our claims. It was a lovely picturesque camp, 
overlooking rolling grassland and granite kopjies. Groups were organized to cook meals and 
the first group set to work. We had an excellent supper that evening, and everyone went to bed 
early, exhausted from the day’s travelling. 
12th November, 1988 

Weall rose early, with some groups going for walks. We re-grouped at seven in the camp for 
breakfast and this was followed at 8:30 by a very interesting talk on Tsessebe on Debshan 
Ranch by Mr C. Edwards. He gave us a few facts and figures about the animals and told us 
about the capture operations. He answered questions and then told us all about the safari 
operations. After tea the groups were sent off on walks to allocated areas. The whole morning 
up to 12:30 was spent recording any wildlife sightings. We met just before lunch to record the 
sightings. There was an amazing total of 44 different types of birds, 8 types of antelope, and 
several snakes including a nine foot python. After lunch groups were free to roam until 
3 p.m. when the buses left for Wabai, the large dwala near the campsite. On the cliff face there 
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is one of the only two Cape Vulture colonies in Zimbabwe. They live in caves eroded by water 
and weather. Wabai is a very testing hill to climb and groups tried to climb up to nests. We 
managed to reach a few caves but there were no nests there. In a clump of bushes an old smelt- 


ing furnace was found. One group managed to get itself stuck on the steep slope and delayed 
the departure for camp. We drove back and arrived about 5.45 p.m. There was only one shower 
and we took quite a while showering. We had a delicious stew for supper, while some cooks 
made chips over the fire, and had tea afterwards. We all went to bed very tired after a 
long day. 

On Sunday we rose at 5:50 a.m. again and went for walks while breakfast was made, so that 
we enjoyed later than the previous day. Groups began clearing up the camp after this 
and were allowed to wander around for the morning. Two groups entered the river area, while 
the rest climbed Wabai. Some 40 Cape Vultures were seen there. All groups recorded sight- 
ings. Unfortunately, because we were leaving at 1:00 o’clock we had to be back at camp by 
twelve. Nine types of antelope were seen as well as a hippo in the weir. We had another cold 
lunch, completed the packing and we left for Falcon at the planned time. On our arrival back 
at Falcon at 5 o’clock all helped unpack the buses and so ended a most enjoyable and 
exciting weekend. 

DEAN KENDALL 


Falconry Club 
i/c R.R. Hartley 


Most of us started our hunting season quite late and only began hunting in earnest at the 
end of May. The exception was Brian Fearon with his sore hawk Gabar ‘‘Zara” who hunted 
well for the duration of the first term. (February to April). 


The rainy season was exceptional and both cover and quarry became prolific. Con- 
sequently, the shorter season was pleasantly spicy. 


Oscar Mitumbili added more polish to his rehab 4-year-old African Goshawk ‘“‘Guta” 
before he was rewarded with a fresh Black Spar female (a rehab juvenile from Dr Aase 
Huelin, kindly kept until collection by Reg Quer! and his Peterhouse unit) in June. Having 
broken his arm during a rugby practice, Oscar was able to capitalize enormously by switching 
his attention solely to his new charge ‘Mphezi’’, and what a marvellous finish to his 3-year-old 
falconry career at this centre! Expertly trained, manned and conditioned, ““Mphezi’”’ was 
regularly in the field, killing gamebirds in great style with and without the aid of pointers. 
Obedient, and eager to chase hard, she has proved a model charge. Oscar has earned his 
B-grade permit as a result. 

Matthew Zeibari allowed the pressures of rugby to reduce the activities of ‘““Gizmo’’, the 
excellent intermewed Red Breasted Sparrowhawk, which flew very well on occasions. 

Warwick Hewer and Karl Lyon enjoyed successful seasons with their African Goshawks 
“Tich” and “Guta” respectively. Brian Fearon’s season was cut short when “Zara” contrac- 
ted bumblefoot. She has been treated by Dr A. Huelin, and has been allowed to recuperate and 
moult. Mike Freshman battled with a difficult Eyas African Goshawk female, while he 
managed to release successfully ““Chikwenya’”’, the six year old passage African Goshawk, 
which has given such good service to the Club. She was originally trapped in Bulawayo and has 
been released in the Bindura farming region. She was handled by three different falconers and 
took 154 head of quarry in four seasons. 
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Two of the pairs of peregrines in the breeding pen laid eggs. Unfortunately, one of the new 
pairs broke 3 of their clutch of 4, while the older pair have hatched out one of their two eggs. An 
F1 tiercel is the result and this will be trained and hunted by Ron Hartley next year. 

The peregrines have flown well this season and it was refreshing to fly the seven year old F1 
falcon “‘Whizz’’, after her three year long spell in a breeding pen. The three year old tiercel 
“Rudi” is stylish and an excellent foil to the gamehawking falcon. ““Whizz’s”’ first free flight 
after a three year lay off set the tone for the season. She made 2 circles over my head, spotted a 
flock of guinea fowl and struck one! My six year old African hawk eagle ‘‘Cilla” had a modest 
season taking 100 hares, including Red Rock Hare. However, the demand for hawk food was 


OSCAR MITUMBILI with Mphezi and 
Guinea-fowl. 


Photo by Ron Hartley 


also modest as the schoolboy shooting team 
of Brian Fearon and Andrew van Eeden were 
very effective bringing in over seven hundred 
doves. Both of the Ayre’s eagles were flown 
and released when fit. However, they are very 
tame and there is a strong chance that they 
will drift towards pigeon lofts again (both 
were trapped around lofts originally, as pro- 
: é blem birds). The female “Inca” is nine years 
4 old, while ‘‘Aztec’’ the male is four. 

& 


“Rudi” was hunted for six months at an 
average of 18.6 hunts per month, being ser- 
OSCAR MITUMBILI with Mphezi, juvenile ved with a total of 154 head of game, giving 
and Black Sparrowhawk and Pinler, 0.29 kills per chase, and 0.38 kills per hunt. 
English Pointer. “Whizz” has been hunted for five months, at 
Photo by Ron Hartley an average of 26.2 hunts per month and 0.66 
kills per hunt. She has been served 218 head 

of game, giving 0.41 kills per chase. 
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Table 1 


SUMMARY OF HUNTING 


Hawk 
WHIZZ 


F1 Peregrine Falcon 
10 species 
(taken up 25/5) 


RUDI 

F1 Peregrine Tiercel 
9 species 

(taken up 25/5) 


CILLA 

African Hawk Eagle 
MPHEZI 

Black Sparrow 
Hawk female 

8 species 

(taken up 17/6) 


TICH 

African Goshawk 
female 15 species 
(taken up 10/4) 


GUTA 

Af. Goshawk female 
(taken up May) 

8 species 


ZARA 

7 species 

(taken up Jan.) 
GIZMO 

Red Breasted Sparrow 
hawk female 

5 species 

(taken up 6/2) 


ALSO CHIKWENYA 
EMMA 


Both African Goshawk females 


Total 
Kills 
96 


45 


102 


45 


38 


24 


36 


13 


1 


Species Taken 


1 Egret, 14 Red Billed Teal, 2 White Faced Ducks, 1 Reed 
Cormorant, 3 Coqui Francolins, 5 Shelley’s Francolins, 
1 Crested Francolin, (2 cocks) 55 Swainson’s Francolins 
(12 cocks), 1 Harlequin Quail, 10 Guinea-fowls 
(including 8 adults) 1 Kurrichane Button Quail, and 2 
Cape Dikkops. 


2 Coqui Francolins, 6 Shelley’s Francolins (including 2 
cocks), 

3 Natal Francolins, 21 Swainsons Francolins, 2 Kurrichane 
Button Quails, 1 Red Eyed Dove, 6 Cape Turtle Doves, 1 
Laughing Dove and 1 Dabchick. 


101 Sorub Hares and 1 Red Rock Hare. 

(flown all season) 

1 Coqui Francolin, 6 Natal Francolins, 20 Swainsons 
Francolins, 12 Guinea-fowls (including 10 adults) 
1 Treble Banded Courser, 1 Blacksmith Plover, 2 Arrow 
marked Babblers and 2 Senegal Coucals. 


1 Short Snouted Elephant shrew, 4 Tree Mice, 2 Night 
Apes (1 released), 1 squirrel, 1 Natal Francolins cock, 1 
juvenile Swainsons Francolins, 4 Kurrichane Button- 
quails, 6 Grey Loeries, 3 Arrow marked Babblers, 2 Senegal 
Coucals, 5 Longtailed Shrikes, 2 Crested Barbets, 1 Three 
Streaked Tchagra, 4 Cisticolas (including Rattling & 
Croacking) 


5 Squirrels, 1 Kurrichane Buttonquail, 1 Grey Loerie, 
3 Arrow marked Babblers, 4 Senegal Coucals, 2 Longtail 
Shrikes, 4 Crested Barbets, 1 Cisticola. 


6 Harlequin Quail, 20 Kurrichane Buttonquail, 1 Rufous 
naped lark, 4 Cisticolas (Rattling & Croaking), 1 Red billed 
quelea, 1 Melba Finch. 


4 Kurrichane Buttonquails, 1 Three streaked Tchagra, 2 
Rufous naped larks, 4 Cisticolas, 1 Quail Finch. 


1 Kurrichane Buttonquail. 
1 Squirrel 


29 species of birds, 6 species of mammals. 
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FALCONRY CLUB 1988 
Photo by Ron Hartley 


Ten hawks took 397 head of quarry, consisting mainly of gamebirds (guinea-fowl, teal and 
francolin comprising 40,2% and quail and buttonquail a further 10,3%). Small mammals were 
taken only by the African Goshawks, while the African Hawk Eagle took 101 Scrub Hares and 
1 Red Rock Hare (25,8%). Most of the quarry was taken in the winter months of June- 
September, 86,9% of the quarry taken by the 2 Peregrines and the Black Sparrowhawk 
consisted of four species of francolins, Crowned Guinea-fowl and Red Billed Teal. The African 
Goshawks took the greatest variety, including birds and mammals, while the Kurrichane 
Bottonquail was preyed on successfully by all of the raptors except the Black Sparrowhawk. 
The latter was not served any. Buttonquail are easy quarry for most falconry hawks. 


TABLE 2: SHOWING months when quarry taken 


J F M A M J J A S oO N F TOTAL 
8 2 19 11 9 64 109 53 53 33 (to 31/10/88) 361 


N.B. — 36 hares taken before January, giving a grand total of 397. 


The average hunting weights of the hawks is given in table 3 below. 


The maximum weight of the hawks when left to feed to capacity without exercise, when 
moulting is also given in table 3; so is the average food intake when the hawks are hunt- 


ing. 
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TABLE 3: Showing Weights of the Trained Hawks & Average Daily Food Intake 


Ave. Hunt- 


Species * Name (Age) ing weight HUNTING Atrest Daily Ave. 
(gms) Max Min Moult Food Intake 
Peregrine Tiercel “RUDI” (3) 458.0 478.0 438.0 513.0 45-55 (10.9%) 
Peregrine Falcon ““WHIZZ” (7) 652.4 677.4 637.4 730.0 60-70 (9,9%) 
Black Spar Female ‘“MPHEZI” (1) 797.5 805.0 790.0 N.A. 50-65 (7,5%) 
Afr. Goshawk Fm “EMMA’ (6) 277.5 285.0 270.0 N.A. 25-30 (9,7%) 
Afr. Goshawk Fm “CHIKWENYA” (5) 325.0 340.0 315.0 450.0 30.0 (9,2%) 
Afr. Goshawk Fm “TICH” (5) 333.5 342.0 325.0 490.0 30.0 (8,9%) 
Afr. Goshawk Fm ““GUTA” (5) 337.5 340.0 335.0 490.0 30.0 (8,9%) 
Afr. H-Eagle Fm ‘‘CILLA” (6) 1400.0 1500.0 1380.0 1 700 80.0 (5,7%) 
Red Breasted Sparrowhawk 
Female “GIZMO” (2) 186.5 190.0 183.0 243.0 25.0 (13,4%) 
Gabar Goshawk Fm “ZARA” (1) 185.0 200.0 170.0 250.0 25.0 (11,8%) 


+All weights given without falconry gear such as jesses, tags, bells and hoods. 


A falconry camp to Fort Rixon in July 
proved highly successful. ‘‘Whizz’’ took an 
old cock Swainson’s weighing 822,3 gms. 
“Tich” took two Longtailed Shrikes and 
“Zara” took a Harlequin Quail after some 
determined chasing. “Cilla” took three 
Scrub Hares in just fifteen minutes. A most 
enjoyable excursion to Shangangwe was had. 
A pair of Lanners and Black Eagles were 
seen. The club attended the annual Z.F.C. 
Field Meet, an outstanding event, held this 
year at Two Trees Farm, Mhangura. 


“Kermit” Fl Peregrine bred/produced at 
Falcon College. | Photo by Ron Hartley 


A complete overhauling and servicing of the pens was carried out in February, with sup- 
port from the Z.F.C., the College and Mr A. Coulson. 

The club was honoured with a visit by the President, his excellency Cde R.G. Mugabe, who 
showed a keen interest in the programme. He was also able to view the successful pair of breed- 
ing Peregrines with their chick. 

The club was also honoured with a visit by Jim Weaver and Bill Heinrich from the 
Peregrine Fund Inc. of the U.S.A. They presented the club with a copy of the mammoth work 
on Peregrine Populations, produced by their organization, and edited by Professor Tom Cade, 
the world famous expert on falcons, who also visited us (in 1984). ‘lhe book has been placed in 
the library. 
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An article on the clubs’ activities was published in the North American Falconers’ Hawk 
Chalk, while a rather fine piece was published in the magazine section of the Chronicle, 
in September. 


A considerable amount of valuable records on the quarry taken has been compiled. Brian 
Fearon’s Gabar provided a good number of buttonqail in this regard. 
RON HARTLEY 


“MPHEZI” AND A GUINEA FOWL By Oscar Mitumbili 


My brother Alex and a friend, Simon Gough, accompanied me on a hunt one day. This was 
during the winter season or better known to us school boys as the Rugby season. 


Thad just broken my right wrist playing Rugby at school. By now I had managed to get rid 
of my plaster and my hand was recovering slowly. Being winter the weather was superb for 
hawking and our departure time to the hunting grounds about 5 kilometres from school was 
often four o’clock. 

Wearrived at Longridge Farm and the sun was sinking fast. When we had walked for about 
fifty minutes, we encountered a flock of guinea-fowl. I slipped Mphezi and she flew hard. The 
bird put in into a bush and she followed. Unfortunately, we had not been the only ones watch- 
ing. About three horses came to investigate the scene and in so doing drove Mphezi into a 
nearby acacia thorn bush where she sat alert. Pincer, a pointer to whom I owe much credit, did 
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her trick and we soon spotted the “‘spotted”’ bird which had established itself at the base of the 
bush. The area that we were in was infested with mining shafts now abandoned. The gamebird 
flushed out and Mphezi stooped out of the tree and gave chase. 


We lost sight of her seconds later. There wasn’t the usual clang-clang of bells that Ihad 
been accustomed to when she had a kill. The sun had sunk and I was getting worried that I had 
lost her. We split up and each person went in a given direction searching. I stayed in the im- 
mediate vicinity and listened attentively. For a moment I thought my ears were deceiving me. 
There was a faint clang of bells quite close to where I had been standing. A few steps to my left 
and I could not believe my eyes, but the clang-clang seemed to appear from a nearby mine 
shaft. I roared out to call the others whom came sprinting only to learn that it was not a matter 
of climbing a tree for her but descending seven metres to get her up. 

I went and asked for rope from a nearby farmer and I also managed to get a torch. I got back 
to the scene and shone the torch at the bottom of the shaft and there she was at the bottom with 
her foot up and the biggest crop I have ever seen on her. My brother was tasked to descend. He 
went down slowly to try and avoid rocks falling on the Blacksparrow hawk. When he reached 
the bottom I threw my hunting bag and glove down, to which Mphezi was tied up, and hauled 
up. She was half asleep and unbothered by the whole thing when she reached the surface. Now 
it was Alex’s turn to climb out and I must add he was not an expert when it came to climbing 
ropes. The first attempt was a failure and for a moment I though he would never come out 
when I heard him hit the bottom after slipping. The second attempt was staggering with 
Simon and I hauling him out. When he emerged his hands had been worn to the flesh by the 
rope. At least he will always remember Mphezi. 


We got back to school and weighed the kill which was an adult female about 1 650 
grammes, the biggest and most creditable gamebird she had ever taken. She has since scored 
45 head before I put her to moult. An experience that will always bring me treasured moments 
with a hawk that has meant so much to me, “MPHEZI’. 

“MPHEZI” means lightning. 


Prahecq Club 
FALCON COLLEGE DEPARTMENT OF FRENCH 


Ecole Emile Zola in Prahecq of the Département Deux-Sevres in France has since 1986 
interchanged ideas and material with Falcon College. Both schools limit the club to Form II 
age-group, and lively exchanges of cassette tapes, geographic material and literature occur. 
From Zimbabwe Form II pupils for the past two years have compiled dossiers on Zimbabwe 
Wildlife, Quiet Waters project, Zimbabwe’s industries and cransport, and have received illus- 
trated articles on French village life and famous contemporary figures which add another 
dimension to the teaching and learning of French. 


The Upper Sixth candidates were invited this year to Prahecq to spend part of the August 
holidays with a French family. This educational experience was enthusiastically appreciated. 
The French Department of both schools encourages these exchanges, but it will be some years 
yet before we can attract visitors from France — the French teacher at Prahecq says with some 
philosophical truth, “It is further from France to Zimbabwe than it is from Zimbabwe to 
France’. 
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Snake Club 


Some 15 years ago, a boy threaded his way purposefully down through the maze of spongy 
branches of the rubber hedge adjoining the Falcon College employee’s village — the unsup- 
porting thicket sagged beneath his weight and smears of white latex blazed his route down — 
but the real complication was a lively male boomslang. Below were chickens and small 
livestock and it was the abundance of food that had given rise to the multitude of small birds 
which frequented the overhanging jacarandas and the hedge. Ten days before, that same 
schoolboy had retrieved seven boomslang from those same trees, and yet soshortly afterwards, 
others had moved in to occupy a prime spot in Nature’s carefully balanced scales of life. The 
{igure continued erratically — it paused as the snake unwound itself from his stick and either 
struck at him or wound itself around the thin branches. The figure chided it and either fended 
it off or carefully eased its coils from around a branch — then, balancing on spread feet, the boy 
took the tail in one hand and eased the head into the open with the L-end of his catching stick. 
When the snake had coiled around the L, the tail was transferred to the catching stick hand 
and with a hand now free, boy and snake progressed a metre or two closer to the ground. The 
captive them made renewed efforts to free itself and the captor played it skilfully and resumed 
control. An eternity later, the figure reached the ground and was finally able to pin and pick up 
ihe boomslang — still he talked quietly to it. His reproach went unheard, but it soothed his 
own excitement. Finally he opened the green mouth and after a careful inspection, he removed 
with a thin twig a grain or two of sand which had entered the mouth during the pinning — these 
could have caused canker at a later date because a snake, like an oyster, cannot remove 
foreign bodies. 


One day, the same boy was updating me on snake matters, and he stated very simply thata 
Mozambique spitting cobra, caught earlier that week, had grown used to him. He added that 
it would be a breach of trust for him to pick up the snake in a restricting grip. Later, I watched 
him in the pit — he opened the large heated box and propped up the lid. He then reached in 
and slowly lifted out his special cobra and draped it around his neck as if it were a scarf. He 
slowly and deliberately attended to routine chores and finally replaced the snake and closed 
the lid. His calm action completely demonstrated his understanding of stress in wildlife: 
was the fact that the snake did not react violently in self-defence proof it did not sense that it 
was being threatened. 

That caring figure was G.S.A. Rasmussen, “‘Raz”’ to everyone, and it was 1973 or 1974. He 
was a legendary character in his day, among those who were privileged to watch him at work 
with his snakes — a youthful Ionides. It was Rasmussen who started and developed interest in 
snakes at Falcon — when he left for England, he took with him all my best snake slides (which 
could never have been taken without him), thus equipping him with a record he would need for 
illustrated talks in the ‘Old World’. Unfortunately, the only tangible records of that era are 
cine film of snake sequence that Rasmussen set up, and a few slides which show handling 
techniques, but not the face behind it all. 

Facilities have been greatly extended since those early days, and expansion continues. We 
usually carry a good selection of snakes during term time for educational purposes, for dis- 
plays and for photography; we retain the more special snakes during the holidays. 1988 
has yielded the usual crop of snakes — the sunny spells brought out the lizard eaters and our 


early rains had the frog eaters on the move. Last year’s good rains have left the bush flush with 
small vertebrates and we retrieved a magnificent python, 3,3 metres long, from a neighbour’s 
farm out-buildings. It was in excellent condition and without a tick on it, and when first 
caught, it was surprisingly placid. A snake of this size and strength would be left alone by 
almost everything on farmland, and it contemptuously disregarded us until it was caught. 
The pinning and capture naturally subjected the snake to stress and on the two following 
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A juvenile boomslang, perfectly camou- The same boomslang immobilised in a two 
flaged by its mottled grey colouration and _ finger grip. 
its stillness. 


A medium sized puff adder, fang ready 
should opportunity allow, held in a stronger 
three finger grip. 


occasions when we had it in the open, it responded aggressively, alternately striking violently 
at us to frighten us away and then attempting to make off at highspeed. After a few weeks with 
us, it was handed over to Chipangali. The other significant addition to our collection has been 
a pair of gaboon vipers kindly donated by Mr J. Akester of Harare. Following Mr Akester’s 
advice, they have eaten readily and are growing quickly, but it is their method of drinking 
that is fascinating. Ill-adapted to drinking from standing water, they respond to “rain” froma 
sprinkler by raising the front portion of their bodies and lowering their great, flat heads. Water 
runs down the upper and lower surfaces, forming a drip on the lower jaw from which they 
drink. They even take droplets from the blades of grass. 
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This spitter might appear threatening and A gaboon viper, perfectly camouflaged for 
aggressive, but it seeks only to escape from its home among the leaves of a forest 
its human captor by rearing up and spread- floor. 

ing its hood. This impressived display often 

then allows the snake to retreat to safety i.e. 

it is really defensive and not truly aggressive 

in most cases with the Mozambique spitting 

cobra. The Egyptian cobra is different and 

will rear up, advance and strike out at a 

man. 


The illustrations are all taken from the Rasmussen era. The juvenile boomslang (mottled 
instead of the better-known green or brown-grey) was placed in a small tree for photographic 
purposes, and then Rasmussen shows the two finger grip which has his thumb safe from the 
small fangs located to the rear of the upper jaw. In contrast, the third picture shows the three 
finger grip on a medium sized puff adder — the large fangs can be jabbed downwards just out- 
side the lower jaw so that the two under fingers must be placed well underneath and well to the 
back, whcih also helps to prevent the puff adder pulling backwards out of the grip. A fourth 
illustration is of aMozambique spitting cobra — with Rasmussen in control, I lay in front of it, 
alternating with still and cine cameras, whilst Raz ‘‘threatened” it to attract its attention and 
to get it to rear up and spread its hood in a typical defensive pose. Finally there is a picture of 
Rasmussen’s own magnificent gaboon viper — unfortunately, only a colour picture can do 


justice to these magnificently marked and camouflaged snakes. 
G.A. 


Bee Keeping Society 


President: Mr R. Brebner 
Members: D. Wyrley-Birch, P. Woodhouse, A. Whittall 


The society has had a successful year in 1988. We started the year with only one member 
and the hives were very weak after successive years of drought. However, at the end of the 
season we had an excellent crop of honey which was due largely to a good rainy season, and two 
new members had joined the club. 

The bees themselves have reproduced well, making it necessary to add ropes to make the 
hives bigger. We have also increased the number of hives in the area because of an added 
honey flow this season, which, as I have said before, was closely related to the excellent rains of 
1987/88. 
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In March we obtained a reasonable crop of honey from the second flow of last season. This 
term in November we gained an excellent crop from the established hives and because of a 
carefully controlled programme of cropping, we will be able to rob the hives again in March 
next year. 


Our thanks and appreciation go to Mr & Mrs M. Mylne and Mr & Mrs J. Bryan for allowing 
us to keep our hives on their farms. 
D. WYRLEY BIRCH 


Chess Club 


Throughout the year the emphasis has been on building the strength of the Chess Club in 
numbers and in ability. This has been a successful exercise with the assistance of ‘‘coaches”’ 
who have regularly every week taught a group of eighteen beginners. The Chess Club has 72 
members who play weekly and challenge matches keep the Top Twenty constantly alert and 
on the defensive. 


Inter House matches always lure dormant players. The Inter house trophy is keenly con- 
tested; matches are delayed to the latter half of the First Term to await the return of the Lower 
Sixth. We have sent teams to only two other schools this year; on both occasions Falcon fielded 
the stronger team. 

C. CHIBAFA 


EXPLORATION SOCIETY EXPEDITION TO KAZUMA DEPRESSION 
APRIL 1988 


Leaders: Messr G.A. Macdonald and P.J. Roselt 
Caterer: Mrs K. Roselt 
Asst Caterer: Mrs H.A. Macdonald 
Museum Staff: Dr D.G. Broadley (Museum Leader and Senior Curator of Herpetoloty) 
Mr J.L. Minshull (Curator of Ichthyology), 
Mr E. Tshuma (Senior Technical Assistant — Ichthyology) 
Mr L. Sango-Moyo (Senior Technical Officer — Display Department) 
Mr T. Chidyagwai (Display Officer — Display Department) 
Mr F.M. Nyathi (Technical Officer — Invertebrates) 
Mr L. Zondo and Mr B. Magwisi (Senior Technical Assistants — Ornithology) 
Mr M. Masiwandima and Mr A. Chimombe (Senior Technical Assistants — Mammalogy) 
Mr R. Chawanda (Technical Officer — Entomology) 
Falcon Members: R.T. Ashby, H.V. Beattie, M.D. Bing, K.R. Boye, J.I. Fearon, 
M.V. Fick (Group Leader), S.J. Fick, R. Follwell (Group Leader), B.J. Gass, 
G.B. Macdonald, M. Minshull, D.J. Veldsman, M.D. Wenham. 


It was decided to make Kazuma Depression and environs the venue for the 1988 Expedi- 
tion for a number of reasons. First and foremost, the Depression had the reputation of being 
one of the most beautiful and spectacular wildlife areas in the country. Secondly, it is little 
known as such and unspoilt. Thirdly, the museums staff had done no collecting and research 
in the area before and therefore they were very enthusiastic to be involved in the trip. 
Fourthly, the heavy rains of the 1987-88 rainy season meant that the depression, which is an 
ephemeral wetland area, and the many surrounding pans were full and therefore the bird life 
was magnificent. Lastly, the Department of National Parks and Wildlife and the Forestry 
Commission were agreeable to us collecting in the park and surrounding forests. The Forestry 
Commission also kindly agreed to us using its beautiful, fully equipped camp free of charge. 
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The expedition was a great success in all respects. Yet again, the museum staff and the 
Falcon group got on extremely well and combined to form happy and efficient collecting 
teams. In fact some of them proved very capable and experts in their own field. Of the thirteen 
members, no less than nine had been on one or more previous expeditions and all were 
members of the Falcon College Natural History Society. Most of the museum departments on 
the expedition collected a large number of specimens but perhaps ornithology and herpe- 
tology did best. 


The Kazuma area proved diverse with a large number of habitats. Apart from the main 
depression dotted with Illala palm (Hyphaene benguellensis), the other aquatic area consis- 
ted of the shallow ephemeral pans and the rivers belonging to the Matetsi River system. 
Within the Kazuma National Park there were wide expanses of grassland studded with Lead- 
wood (Combretum inberbe) and Sweetthorn (Acacia karroo). The Kazuma and the Panda 
Masuie Forests lying to the south and north of Kazuma National Park respectively had a wide 
tree species diversity, but the dominant trees were Zimbabwe Teak (Baikiaea pluri juga), 
Mchibi (guibourtia coleosperma), Mukwa (Pterocarpus angolensis) and Mafuti (Brachias- 
tegia boehmii). To the east where the rivers had cut through the Kalahari Sands and had 
exposed the basalts the dominant vegetation consisted of Mopane Woodland and Scrub, 
(Colophospermum mopane). 

Such an expedition requires a great deal of organization and is fairly costly: I would 
therefore like to acknowledge the assistance we received. I would like to thank Mr H.D. Jack- 
son (Regional Director, Natural History Museum) for allowing expert staff to join the expedi- 
tion — as always they taught us a great deal and helped make the expedition the success it 
was. lamvery grateful to Mr T.H. Lane (Wildlife Manager) for Forestry Commission for giv- 
ing us permission to collect in the forest areas and allowing us to use the Kazuma Camp. Mr 
A. Couzens (Warden) and Mr T. Booth (Ecologist) based at Matetsi were very helpful in so 
many ways. lam also grateful to the two game scouts, Andrew and Isaiah, for looking after us 
during our stay. 


The expedition was financed mainly by charging the boys, but assistance bothin cashand 
kind came from the following:- 
Advance Wholesalers, Blue Ribbon Foods, Willards, Kenning Motors, Lobels, Everglo, 
Mr T. Kendall, Mr A. Ainscough, Mr J. Dudman, Mr & Mrs G. Veldsman, Mr D. Bing and 
Mr P. Taylor. 


I wish to thank all. 
G. MACDONALD 


DIARY OF EVENTS 


Saturday 9 April: Preparation for the expedition had started several weeks before departure 
with all members being allocated responsibilities and with two trips to the Museum in order to 
familiarize members with the various disciplines. However, on Saturday 9 April there was a 
flurry of activity getting vehicles packed and carrying out last minute repairs. That evening 
all members had a relaxing braai, which ended soon after 9 p.m. so that all would be fresh for 
an early start the next morning. 


Sunday 10 April: Everyone was up before sunrise in order to complete the packing of personal 
belongings and perishable foods — this required a bit of brute force and clever juggling. We 
were ready to leave at 6:30 a.m. sharp — or were we? The Landrover which had developed a 
flat battery overnight had to be push started and two kilometres down the road came to a 
grinding halt. In the meantime, the Isuzu truck and the Roselts travelled to Bulawayo in order 
to link up with museums, completely oblivious of the dilemma. In spite of the expertise of Mr 
Armstrong, Mr Mayger and of course, “Barry the Mechanic”, the ‘““Landie”’ would not start. It 
was therefore decided that we would continue to Hwange with the Macdonalds car and trailer, 
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where we would borrow a Landrover from Mr J. Dudman, a parent. The Roselts had in the 
meantime returned to find out what the hitch was. The two vehicles then started the long trek 
to Kazuma somewhat later than anticipated. The Isuzu truck with some Falcon members, the 
museums Landcruiser and Landrover with the Museums contingent left Bulawayo at 
80’clock, so that camp could be established before dark. This advance party had an enjoyable 
lunch at Hwange and left to try to catch up the rest. The advance party checked in at Matetsi 
Headquarters picking up two scouts and continued on toward Kazuma. Unfortunately, the 
truck found the last five kilometres over Kalahari sand rather difficult and had to be pushed 
out by a weary group of schoolboys on at least three occasions. Eventually this group reached 
camp at 7:50 p.m. with the rear guard arriving only forty minutes later. It was decided after a 
make shift supper that the bulk of the unpacking and camp organization could be left to the 
morning. Everyone collapsed into bed exhausted! 


Monday 11 April: Most of the next morning was set aside for the organization of the camp. 
Daylight showed us just how delightful and comfortable our camp and surroundings were. 
However, one group went off to collect wood, while another accompanied by Dr. Broadley and 
Mr Minshull looked at a nearby pan. 

That afternoon the whole party drove to a section of the main depression where we were 
amazed by the prolific waterfowl population and, of course, by our first sighting of crocodile — 
we had been assured by the scouts that there were no crocodile in the pan. Boniface Magwisi 
tried to blast flocks of Fulvous Duck and Southern Pochard out of the sky from the hip to no 
avail, whilst Francis Nyathi and helpers went about beating the surrounding bushes for 
insects. Mr Minshull, with assistance from a group of enthusiastic but not such skilled 
helpers, laid out a fish net to see what the wetland had to offer in the way of fish. 


After a pleasant supper everyone collapsed into bed with the melodious call of the Mozam- 
bique Nightjar and the raucous hysterical cry of the Spotted Hyaena in the background. 
Tuesday 12 April: After breakfast it was decided that a trip to the causeway might be reward- 
ing. Our first stop at the start of the causeway resulted in two banded cobras for Dr Broadley 
and a large variety of waterfowl were observed. 


After a picnic lunch we drove onto Panda Masui Forest Reserve, where a number of small 
pans were sampled. On our return to the causeway we inspected a number of nearby islands — 
this resulted in some of the group being totally saturated. The effort and discomfort was, 
however, worth it because several ducks and plovers nests with eggs were discovered. One 
Red-billed Teal’s nest contained twenty-seven eggs, which is a record. 


A very full and productive day! 


Wednesday 13 April: After an early breakfast the whole party drove to the derelict Kazuma 
Ranch homestead and then on to the Kasetsheti river, a tributary of the Matetsi. The main 
aim was to collect reptiles for Dr Broadley and fish for Mr Minshull. The ruined homestead 
yielded our first blind skinks and striped skinks, which made Dr Broadley happy. The upper 
Kasetsheti area also proved profitable for all groups, but Mr Minshull was particularly sat- 
isfied with the days catch. An exhausted, but happy group returned to camp. 


Thursday 14 April: A decision had been made the night before to visit Mr Piers Taylors (a 
Falcon Old Boy) hunting safari at Matetsi where one of the hunters, Jeremy Taylor, (also an 
Old Boy) would give us a talk on the hunting industry in Zimbabwe and show us around. We 
were advised by our game scout to take a short cut, instead of going the long way around via 
Pandamatenga — this would save time and petrol! How wrong we were! We spent nearly half 
the trip in four wheel drive ploughing our way through saturated black basalt clay. Several 
times even the four wheel drive was not good enough and the troops had to get out and push the 
vehicles through knee-deep mud. We were due to arrive at the safari camp at 9:30 a.m. and 
eventually staggered in covered from head to toe in mud just before eleven! However, 
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everybody had fun and we had seen sable, kudu, impala and zebra. During lunch Jeb Taylor 
spoke on the hunting industry and in the afternoon he showed us over the butchery explaining 
the skinning, curing and packaging procedure. On the return to the Headquarters we stopped 
at the Matetsi River where Jeb allowed several members of the party to fire his ,458 rifle. 

It was decided that we had had enough of mud for one day, so we returned to Kazuma via 
Pandamatenga. 


After a “sandy” stew a night hunt to the Depression was mounted. This proved successful 
with a bag of several nightjars, a nightape and three springhares. Ian Fearon got the fright of 
his life, when in chasing a wounded springhare he came face to face with a buffalo. That night 
we had a large herd of elephant feeding noisily only a hundred metres from camp. The 
hyaenas’ were again very vocal. 


Friday 15 April: It was decided that the nearby (only two kilometres from camp) eastern 
sector of the depression should be sampled, whilst some remained at camp to await the warden 
from Matetsi who was bringing us a resupply of petrol. The morning session proved very suc- 
cessful with Dr Broadley collecting four snakes and a large number of new bird species were 
added to the list. A Dwarf Bitterns’ nest with chicks in it was found in a half submerged tree 
and some time was spent photographing them. 


On our return journey to camp for lunch our first and only major injury occurred. Mark 
Bing sitting on the roof of the Landcruiser slid off assisted by a small nudge from Hamish 
Beattie — the results of this were a dislocated wrist and a broken arm! After getting his arm in 
a sling he was made comfortable in the back of Mr Roselts truck and taken to Hwange 
hospital. 

In the afternoon most of the party returned to the same area covered in the morning. Again 
a number of new bird species were seen and Dr Broadley managed to capture a Vine snake. 

That evening buffalo were heard around the camp and later a “coughing” leopard caused 
alarm amongst the resident troop of baboons. 


Saturday 16 April: It was felt that a visit to the headwaters of the Chamabonda River may 
prove fruitful, so after an early breakfast the whole party (less the group that went to Hwange) 
set off in three vehicles. Mr Minshull and Dr Broadley’s group saw a 22 metre crocodile slide 
off the causeway into the deep water. Mr Macdonald’s group, who were ignorant of this 
sighting stopped at the same spot to allow Hamish Beattie to swim to a Red-knobbed coots 
nest. Fortunately for him the crocodile seemed not to enjoy the taste of Falcon schoolboys! 
The journey took us through the Panda Masui Forest Reserve, where a number of isolated 
pans were sampled. We continued with Dr Broadley at break neck speed out of the Reserve for 
what seemed miles. Eventually when overlooking an escarpment and seeing ‘““The Smoke that 
Thunders”, we realized we had taken the wrong road. So feeling hot, dusty and grumpy, we 
returned home without finding the Chamabonda. On the positive side some useful bird 
observations were made in a new 4° square. Back in camp we were pleased to see Mr Roselt, 
his helpers and the “wounded warrior” in a plaster back from Hwange. 

Sunday 17 April: was declared a day of rest. After a late breakfast some tidied up, some 
washed clothes, some lay around and read while an energetic few went around the camp dig- 
ging up burrowing scorpions and spiders. After lunch all but a few became impatient about 
the lack of activity so the bulk returned to the productive eastern end of the Depression. On 
the way there Dr Broadley driving the Landcruiser flattened a mist net set up in the morn- 
ing by the ornithologists. We split into two groups — one with Dr Broadley and one with Mr 
Minshull. It proved to be a rewarding afternoon in that several snakes were collected; fish were 
found in the pan and several bird specimens were shot. 


Monday 18 April: It was decided that the sampling of all the small stream areas on the road to 
Pandamatenga may prove interesting, so after breakfast a packed lunch was prepared and the 
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party set off. Again the exercise proved very productive for all departments. Unfortunately, 
whilst going to inspect a small dam near Pandamatenga the Landcruiser gave up the ghost 
and had to be towed to the police station, where it was left for the night. The trip home in the 
evening turned out to be a pleasant game viewing drive with large numbers of giraffe, zebra 
and impala seen. At camp there was great excitement among the bird enthusiasts when they 
discovered that they had recorded over 200 species in the Depression Area. That evening after 
supper Dr Broadley and Mr J. Minshull spoke on the need for museums to “take life” in 
the name of science — a controversy which had been smouldering amongst the members since 
the start of the expedition. 


Tuesday 19 April: Several members with Dr Broadley returned to Pandamatenga in order to 
repair the Landcruiser and do further collecting. A successful trip was had on two counts — 
Barry Gass managed to repair the vehicle and Dr Broadley shot a large Egyptian Cobra. Mr 
Minshull and his merry men went to collect the boat from the Depression, while the rest 
cleaned up the camp. Whilst the Ficks and Rolf Ashby with a game scout went in search of a 
kudu to shoot for the Display Department, the rest drove to the causeway, where a number of 
birds were collected, nests recorded and photographed and grasses identified. The Ficks in the 
meantime had had more than their fair share of excitement. They came face to face with a pair 
of lions who growled at them and took off in the other direction. Later they lost Rolf and when 
they found him he was walking in a direction away from camp. 


Wednesday 20 April: John and Martin Fick, not to be put off by their scare the day before set 
off before sunrise in search of their kudu. Another group went off with a game scout for a long 
walk, while the rest had a casual and relaxed breakfast. After breakfast we travelled toward 
the causeway by Isuzu truck. On the way a group with Dr Broadley and Francis Nyathi got off 
to look for snakes and creepy-crawlies under logs in the Teak woodland. The group on the 
causeway went to fetch a net set by Mr Minshull the day before while some continued the 
recording of birds and nests. 


After lunch some started packing while others went for a walk with the scout — the 
highlight of this outing was the sighting of a group of sable at close quarters. The Ficks 
returned from their kudu hunt again empty handed. 


Thursday 21 April: Our last opportunity to do any collecting as the afternoon was set aside to 
break camp and pack vehicles as an early start on our trek back to Bulawayo was needed. 


Mr Minshull with the Roselts and those who wanted to do some fishing drove to the 
Kasetsheti River. Here fishes were collected from several poisoned pools. Dr Broadley 
returned to his favourite hunting ground at the eastern end of the depression, while Mr 
Macdonald took the birders back to the causeway to see how many Blacksmith Plovers, nests 
could be found on the causeway — twelve nests were found in all a few being only a few centi- 
metres from the tracks of the vehicles. 

That afternoon the Marquee came down, tents dismantled, the kitchen packed and all the 
scientific equipment put in boxes. All was complete by early evening, so a braai with campfire 
songs and games was enjoyed by all. 


Friday 22 April: All were up before 5 o’clock; last minute packing was done and breakfast 
eaten. We were ready to leave by 6:30 as planned, but this time the Museum Landrover had 
other ideas. The battery was as flat as a pancake and it took nearly an hour with much (swear- 
ing and cursing) before we got it going. All went well with good time being made until fifty 
kilometres out of Bulawayo when the Isuzu truck decided to stop. Dirty diesel had caused the 
injectors to become blocked, so it was decided to tow the vehicle into Bulawayo — this was 
slow, but eventually we arrived at the museum after 5 o'clock. After unpacking we all said 
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goodbye and went our own ways. Soended another successful Falcon/Museum expedition. We 
all agreed that Kazuma was a “little paradise on earth” and definitely worth another visit in 
the future. 

M.D. BING 
ARACHNIDAE 


The Falcon College/Museum Expedition collected 330 specimens comprising arachnids, 
scorpionids, chilopods and diplopods. All the specimens collected in this expedition are of 
great importance as they provide new distribution records. 


Areas collected were at Kazuma Forestry Camp, the Kazuma Depression, Sitangani Pan 
in Panda Masuie Forest Area, the derelict buildings in Kazuma Pan National Park Area, the 
Kasetsheti River (Map reference LK 653789), Matetsi Safari Areas Units 2 and 3 at Sibuyu- 
mkhulu, Sibuyumncane and Kawena Streams and the Guyo and Matetsi Rivers near 
Pandamatenga. 


The department of Invertebrates has three ways of collecting, namely beating trees, 
sweeping grass and turning over rocks and logs. It will outline the results of each method. 


BEATING: 


This is the most productive way of collecting arachnids. Spiders (Araneae) mainly are 
caught by this method. At the Depression very little beating was done as there were few bushes 
so this method was done around camp where the vegetation was msasa forest on Kalahari 
sands. Beating was also done in Mopane woodland, which was about 1 km east and about 
1’2 km north west of camp. 


Spiders collected around camp, at the Depression, at Matetsi Safari Areas Unit 2 + 3 and 
Kasetsheti River consisted mainly of araneids (orb weavers) and clubionids with a few 
lycosids (wolf spiders) oxyopids (lynx spiders), philodromids, salticids (jumping spiders) and 
thomisids (crab spiders). The main attraction was the collecting of the spiders belonging to 
the family Araneidae genus Nephila. These were taken from large webs suspended between 
branches. On each web a male and female were caught and at Guyo River these were observed 
mating. Photographs were taken by Dean Veldsman. 

Beating in Mopane woodland produced very little; araneids, clubionids, philodromids and 
thomisids represent the families found. One Arachnidae nephila was found on web suspended 
between branches of Mopane trees. It is worth nothing that one afternoon whilst beating a 
bush, a vine snake fell from the bush and nearly fell onto the beating sheet. Mark Wenham 
who was assisting me that afternoon, took off at speed. It was later captured by Dr 
Broadley. 


SWEEPING: 


As a result of the good rainy season the grass was very tall and this made it difficult for 
effective collecting. Despite this hurdle, a wide range of specimens were collected. The spiders 
caught consisted mainly of the araneids, oxyopids, philodromids, salticids and thomisids. 
Collected on the edges of water along stream banks were tetragnathids which usually are 
found in association with water. All the above-mentioned were found in places with thick and 
very high grass. In Mopane woodland in ephemeral pools with short grass there were rich 
dividends. Spiders collected comprised mainly the thomisids (crab spiders) and the oxyopids 
(lynx spiders). 


UNDER ROCKS AND LOGS 


Little was collected from under logs or rocks as there were few logs on the ground or few 
rocks. Around camp where there were logs on the Kalahari sands, the ground was dry and this 


meant that there were limited animals to find. Wherever there were logs near the pools the 
grass was thick and this made it difficult to catch fast moving animals. The few rocks that were 
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available were at Kasetsheti River and at the derelict building. However, a few ground 
dwellers including spiders, scorpions, centipedes, millipedes and solifugids were collected. 
Scorpions collected included the Scorpionidae (Hadogenes granulatus 1 female, I male), 
burrowing scorpions dug from up to about 12m under the ground and buthid scorpions 
including Buthotus trilineatus, Uroplectes planimanus and Uropletes vittatus. Buthotus 
trilineatus was mainly collected by Dr Broadley with his bare hands whilst scorpions digging 
_in the Kalahari sand became popular with Martin Fick spearheading the operations. 

An interesting find was that of Solifugids which had brushes of white hairs on the hind legs. 
Alghough at one stage a total of nearly 10 animals were found in open grass on the Kalahari 
sands, only three were caught even if there were 8 people trying to catch them. The very high 
speed of these animals made it quite difficult to capture them, and it was great fun to see 
people bumping into each others heads whilst the Solifugids escaped capture. 

I would like to thank Dean Veldsman who took an exceptional interest in the Invertebrates 
and worked tirelessly. Without him, not as many specimens would have been collected. 

F.M. NYATHI 


INSECTS: 


This years’ expedition proved interesting as this part of the country has in the past had few 
insects collected. We collected over 3 500 specimens representing 64 families. 


There seemed to be few dragonflies (Odonata), and butterflies and moths (Lepidoptera), 
but there were plenty of the yellow grass butterflies (Eurema brigitta) which did make part of 
this fauna interesting. Beetles were also fairly limited. Some notes on the various orders 
follow: 


ODONATA (Dragonflies) 


Some specimens of dragonflies and damselflies were collected representing 16 species. 
These are good additions to the collection. They were mainly collected in the main depression 
area around fringes of pans and in the forests. 


LEPIDOPTERA (Butterflies and Moths) 


Butterflies were not abundant with only 53 species being recorded. However, several 
specimens of both sexes of the black Charaxes (C. phaeus) and C. Fulgurata are useful 
additions to the Museum collection. Charaxes jasius, C. Achaemes and C. guderiana were 
commonly found in the traps in the forest areas. 

Ten families of moths were represented by 52 species collected. The light trap did not yield 
much, although some of the moths are useful additions to the collection. We were surprised to 
collect only two species of hawk moths (Sphingidae) as we expected more of this family and 
other moths in the forests. The tall grass, however, might have been the cause for this poor 
light trap collection. 


COLEOPTERA (Beetles) 


Some 32 species of beetles belonging to 14 families have been identified in the collec- 
tion to date. 


There are some interesting specimens in some of these orders: Diptera, Orthoptera and 
Hymenoptera. 


This region provided a fairly diverse assortment of insects and lam very grateful to Falcon 
College for granting us the opportunity to join in this expedition and for the assistance of many 
students in the collecting of specimens. 

P. MHLANGA 
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Collecting small insects by aspirator. 
Photo by R. Ashby 
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BIRDS: 
1. Collected 

A team from the department of Ornithology joined the Museum/Falcon College expedi- 
tion to Kazuma Pans from 10 April to 22 April 1988. The camp site was on Forestry land on 


QDS 1825 B4 and most of the collecting was done nearby. A few waterfowl, however, came 
from the pans in adjacent National Parks land. 


A total of 111 specimens of 55 species were collected. Three of these are breeding migratory 
species. 


The good rainy season favoured bird life in the area. A total of 24 Nest Record Cards relat- 
ing to 7 species and an Atlas card were filled in. 
Systematic list (Numbering according to the new Roberts) (Maclean, 1985) 


Family. - Ardeidae (Egrets) 
wy Bubulcus ibis Cattle Egret 

in breeding plumage 
Family:- Anatidae (Ducks, geese, terns) 
101 Thalassornis leuconotus Whitebacked duck 
107 Anas hottentota Hottentot teal 
108 Anas erythrorhyncha Redbilled teal 
113 Netta erythrophthalma Southern pochard 
115 Sarkidiornis melanotos Knobbilled Duck 
Family:- Phasianidae (Francolins) 
199 Francolinus swainsonii Swainson’s francolin 
Family:- Numididae (Guinea fowls) 
203 Numida meleagris Helmeted Guineafowl 
Family:- Rallidae (Moorhens) 
227 Gallinula angulata Lesser moorhen 
Family:- Charadriidae (Plovers) 
248 Charadrius pecuarius Kittlitz’s Plover 
258 Vanellus armatus Blacksmiths Plover 
Family:- Scolopacidae (Snipes) 
286 Gallinago nigripennis Ethiopian snipe 
Family:- Laridae (Terns) 
338 Chlidonias hybridus Whiskered tern 
Family:- Columbidae (Doves) 
354 Streptopelia capicola Cape Turtle Dove 
356 Oena capensis Namaqua Dove 
Family:- Psittacidae (Parrots) 
364 Poicephalus meyeri Meyer’s Parrot 
Family:- Tytonidae (Barn Owls) 
392 Tyto alba Barn Owl 
Family:- Strigidae (Typical Owls) 
396 Otus senegalensis Scops Owl 
398 Glaucidium perlatum Pearlspotted Owl 
Family:- Caprimulgidae (Night jars) 
405 Caprimulgus pectoralis Fierynecked nightjar 
Family:- Alcedinidae (Kingfishers) 
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Halcyon senegalensis 
H. chelicuti 


Meropidae 

Merops hirundineus 
Caraciidae 

Coracias naevia 
Phaeniculidae 
Phoeniculus purpureus 
P. cyanomelas 
Bucerotidae 

Tockus erythrorhynchus 
T. flavirostris 
Capitonidae 

Pogoniulus chrysoconus 
Trachyphonus vaillantit 
Picidae 

Campethera bennetti 
Dicruidae 

Dicrurus adsimilis 


Paridae 

Parus niger 
Timaliidae 
Turdoides jardinei 


Pycnonotidae 
Pycnonotus barbatus 
Turdidae 

Turdus libonyana 
Monticola angolensis 
thamnolaea arnotii 
Erythropygia leucophrys 
Sylviidae 

Cisticola fulvicapilla 
Prinia subflava 


Muscicapidae 

Muscicapa adusta 
Melaenornis pammelaina 
M. Mariquensis 

Batis molitar 


Malaconotidae 
Tchagra senegala 


Prionopidae 
Prionops plumatus 
Furocephalus anguitimens 


Ploceidae 
Plocepasser mahali 
Petronia superciliaris 
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Woodland or Senegal Kingfisher 


Striped kingfisher 

(Bee eaters) 
Swallowtailed Bee eater 
(Rollers) 

Purple Roller 
(Woodhoopoes) 
Redbilled Woodhoopoe 
Scimitarbilled Woodhoopoe 
(Hornbills) 

Redbilled Hornbills 
Yellowbilled Hornbill 
(Barbets) 

Yellowfronted tinker barbet 
Crested Barbet 
(Woodpeckers) 
Bennett’s woodpecker 
(Drongos) 

Forktailed Drongo 
(Tits) 

Southern Black Tit 
(Babblers) 
Arrowmarked Babbler 


(Bulbuls) 

Blackeyed Bulbul 
(Thrushes, Chats, Robins) 
Kurrichane Thrush 
Miombo Rock Thrush 
Arnot’s chat 
Whitebrowed Robin 
(Warblers) 

Neddicky 

Tawnyflanked Prinia 


(Flycatchers) 
Dusky flycatcher 
Black flycatcher 
Marico flycatcher 
Chinspot batis 


Bush — Shrikes 
Black crowned Tchagra 


Helmet shrikes 
White Helmet shrikes 
White Crowned shrike 


(Weavers & Sparrows) 
Whitebrowed Sparrowweaver 
Yellowthroated sparrow 


Family:- Estrildidae (Waxbills) 


Family:- fringillidae (Buntings) 
866 Emberiza tahapisi Rock Bunting 

A. MSIMANGA 
BIRDS: 


2. (Recorded) 


A total of 219 species were recorded, which is quite an impressive number in a 13 day 
period, and it goes to demonstrate how rich in birdlife this ephemeral wetland area is during 
and immediately after a good rainy season. 46 new species were added to the Bird Checklist 
for Kazuma National Park produced by Mrs Sue Worseley (Ecologist at Matetsi) in October 
1987. 

Some of the interesting birds observed are listed in an earlier report by Mark Bing and 
Hamish Beattie. 

G. MACDONALD 


FISHES: 


The results of the collecting trip to the Kazuma Pan Forestry Area and Kazuma Pan 
National Park are as follows:- 


(1) Fish from Kazuma Pan 


Hand nets, seine nets and gill nets were used. Only fish caught were 2 (Clarias gar- 
iepinus) in a gill net at approximately 18° 21’30’’S; 25°31’50”E where Parks has a pump 
and rain gauge nearby. 

(2) Fish from dryland pans within the Mopane and Brachstegia treeline. 
Aseries of smal] animal-wallow pansruns from a 1 km? area around 18° 19’S; 25°37’E and 
also from a seasonal swamp pan at 18°18'40’S; 25°39’10"E, down to the small drainage 
line which runs past the derelict building of Kazuma Ranch. In these pans I collected a 
total of 35 Barbus bifrenatus and 210 Barbus lineomaculatus using hand and seine 
nets. 

(3) Fish from the Kasetsheti River at approximately 18°16’35"S; 25°43’E 
Several 200g Oreochromis mortimeri, Barbus marequensis and Clarias gariepinus were 
caught on rod and line by the schoolboys. Two applications of Rotenone fish poison 
within 500m of each other yielded:- 


30 Labeo cylindricus, 5 L. molybdinus, 17 Barbus marequensis, 5 B. poechii, 69 
B. bifrenatus, 348 B. lineomaculatus, 11 Aplocheilichthys sp. 28 Oreochromis 
mortimeri, 111 Tilapia sparrmanii, 144 Pseudocrenilabrus philander, 14 Clarias 
gariepinus 
(4) Fish from tributaries along the Pandamatenga (Kawena River to Guya River) 
Road. 
Hand and seine nets yielded 1 L. molybdinus, 177 B. lineomaculatus, 112 B. paludino- 
sus, 25 B. bifrenatus, 2 B. poechii, 4 O. mortimeri, 27 T. sparrmanii, 2 C. gariepinus 
All told, a total of 12 fish species were identified and 1377 specimens collected. Very 
interesting finds were B. bifrenatus and B. poechii which are Upper Zambezi River fish, 
although I found the latter in the Deka River in 1985. I thought that it had come up from Lake 
Kariba, but now I am thinking of a tenuous link between the Upper Zambezi River and the 
Matetsi drainage via Westwood Vlei and pans situated in Botswana, together with a Matetsi/ 
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Deka link via vleis below Pandamatenga. A very exciting find was Aplocheilichthys which is 
the first record for a plateau tributary in Zimbabwe. The fish does not seem to be A. johnstonii 
and is in fact, very similar to a species from N.E. Zambia. 

J.L. MINSHULL 


MAMMALS: 
1. Collected 


The following is a species breakdown of mammals which were collected by our Mammal- 
ogy team: 


SPECIES COMMON NAME Nos CAUGHT 
i) Tatera leucogaster Gerbil 60 
ii) Praomys natalensis Multi-mammate mouse 2 

iii) Graphiurus myurus Dormouse 4 
iv) Padetes capensis Spring hare 8 
v) Lepus saxatilis Scrub hare 1 
vi) Paraxerus cepapi Squirrel 3 
vii) Steatomys pratensis Fat mouse 3 
viii) Saccostomus campestris Pouched mouse 5 
ix) Galago senegalensis Bush baby 1 
x) Epomophorus crypturus Fruit bat 7 
TOTAL CATCH 94 


Due to logistical hiccups the team was unable to bring any of the larger species we 
had envisaged. 


R. MATORA 
2. Recorded (Seen or heard) 


Although the Depression and the surrounding grasslands and forests are renowned for 
their rich diversity of large mammals, limited numbers were observed on this expedition 
because the vast expanses of water had dispersed these animals. The 15 large mammals obser- 
ved and heard were:- 

Aardwolf (Proteles cristatus) 
Spotted Hyena (Crocuta crocuta) 
Lion (Panthera leo) 

Leopard (Panthera pardus) 
Black-backed Jackal (Canis mesomelas) 
Elephant (Loxodontus africanus) 
Burchell’s Zebra (Equus burchelli) 
Giraffe (Giraffa camelo pardalis) 
Oribi (Ourebia ourebi) 

Impala (Aepyceros melampus) 
Sable (Hippotragus niger) 

Buffalo (Syncerus caffer) 

Kudu (Tragelaphus strepsiceros) 
Reedbuck (Redunca arundinum) 
Waterbuck (Kobus Ellipsiprymnus) 
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The most commonly seen were Elephant, Zebra, Giraffe, Impala, Sable, Buffalo, Kudu, 
Reedbuck and Waterbuck. The most interesting observations were the Oribi — a group of five 
were regularly seen close to the southern end of the causeway, and the aardwolf — one was seen 
in the spotlight on a night hunt. 

G. MACDONALD 


REPTILES 


No systematic herpetological collecting had previously been carried out in the Kazuma 
Pan area (the only reptile recorded being the Mole Snake (Pseudaspis cana), so all the species 
collected represented new distribution records. 

Collecting was best at the edge of the Kazuma Depression, which was completely flooded 
following heavy rains in the area. The road along the Botswana border was not more than 5 cm 
above water level where the causeway crossed the depression near its western end. Here the 
habitat is open grass land with a few Ilala Palms and small bushes. Three Anchieta’s cobras 
were collected here. A juvenile (banded phase) was under a palm frond and asimilar specimen 
was dug out of a hole at the roadside about 100 metres away late in the afternoon. A few days 
later, an all black cobra was seen floating in deep water about three metres from the causeway. 
I fired at it with the .410 snake pistol and the head dropped into the water, followed by no 
further movement. Barry Gass waded into the water and picked up the cobra on the end of my 
snake stick, whereupon it revived, so Barry threw it onto the causeway, followed by the stick, 
so that I could pin it down and bag it. The head was undamaged, but a couple of pellets had 
lodged in the spine and briefly knocked it out. There were a few Ptychadena anchietae along 
the causeway, but the commonest frog here was Cacosternum boettgeri, which was abundant 
under the larger stones imported with the road material. This species had not been previously 
recorded between Bulawayo and Kalomo in southern Zambia. 

Investigation of the marginal areas produced numerous frogs, especially young Pyx- 
icephalus and Tomopterna cryptotis, but only one snake — a Psammophylax tritaeniatus 
basking in the late afternoon sun in a bush overhanging the water. 


The eastern end of the depression is well-wooded and produced more snakes. A small 
island looked promising and the first fallen tree trunk to be stripped of loose bark yielded a 
Psammophylax tritaeniatus and a Psammophis angolensis close together. Near by was a 
Bauhinia petersiana with an almost horizontal dead branch two metres above ground (broken 
by elephant). When I started to strip off the bark, numerous shed snake skins were found, then 
two Semiornate Snakes (Meizodon s. semiornatus) were revealed. One fell to the ground and 
escaped in the long grass, the other was captured. The shed skins all appeared to be from 
Meizodon. Some 50 metres away was a hollow Terminalia sericea with one hole at ground 
level and another about one metre above. A stick thrust into the top hole induced another 
Meizodon to appear at the bottom one and then withdraw on seeing us. By keeping out of sight 
of the lower hole and continuing to agitate the stick in the top hole, the snake was induced to 
emerge and was captured. 

Two days later, a party of museum staff and Falcon schoolboys was exploring an area of 
shallowly flooded mopane woodland at the eastern end of the depression when Mark Minshull 
spotted a Meizodon looking out of a hole near the foot of a hollow Colophospernum. By pour- 
ing water into the hole, two snakes were induced to bolt from holes on either side of the tree and 
both were caught. On a final visit to this area, three of us checked dead trees standing in a 
metre of water. Two more Meizodon were together and fell into the water when the bark was 
removed; one was caught. Again there were numerous shed skins under the bark so these 
snakes appear to be gregarious and utilize the same refuge for some time. Two more Psam- 
mophylax tritaeniatus were taken together under the bark of a nearby dead tree. A large 
Thelotornis capensis oatesii was caught low down in a mopane tree at the edge of the 
water. 
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KAZUMA 1988 
DR. DEN BROADLEY with an Egyptian cobra. 
Photo by D. Veldsman 


Collecting in the Kalahari sand areas by turning over logs and stripping dead bark was dis- 
appointing, the only finds of interest being an O’Shaughnessy’s Banded Gecko and a juvenile 
Black File Snake. 


Kazuma Pan Pandamasuie Kazuma 
Reptilia Nat. Park Forest Forest 
PELOMEDUSIDAE 
l’elomedusa subrufa subrufa 1 1 1 
Pelusios sinuatus 1 (skeletal) 0 0 
lL ESTUDINIDAE 
(ieochelone-pardalis babcocki 1 (skeletal) 0 yh 


CGEKKONIDAE 

lachydactylus capensis oshaughnessyi 
Pachydactylus punctatus punctatus 
Lyqodactylus ¢. capensis 

|. ygodactylus chobiensis 

AGAMIDAE 

\vama aculeata armata 2 1 2 
CHAMAELEONIDAE 

(hamaeleo dilepis dilepis 0 1 0 
SCINCIDAE 


mew PO 
oo oe 
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Typhlacontias gracilis rohani 2 0 4 
Mabuya varia varia 5 1 2 
Mabuya striata wahlbergii 6 2 5 
Lygosoma sundevallii 0 1 1 
Panaspis wahlbergii 1 0 3 
LACERTIDAE 

Ichnotropis capensis | 1 1 
Ichnotropis squamulosa 0 2 
VARANIDAE 

Varanus exanthematicus albiqularis 0 0 1 
TYPHLOPIDAE 

Typhlops schlegelii mucruso 0 0 I 
COLUBRIDAE 

Mehelya nyassae 0 0 1 
Hemirhagerrhis nototaenia nototaenia 0 0 1 
Psammophylax tritaeniatus 4 0 0 
Psammophis angolensis 2 0 0 
Meizodon semiornatus semiornatus 5 0 0 
Dispholidus typus typus 0 0 1 
Philothamnus semivariegatus 0 0 1 
Thelotornis capensis oatesii 1 0 0 KAZUMA EXPEDITION APRIL 1988 


ELAPIDAE View of Foresting Camp. 


Naja haje anchietae 3 0 0 Photo by H. MacDonald 
AMPHIBIA 

PIPIDAE 

Xenopus muelleri 4 0 0 

BUFONIDAE 

Bufo garmani 0 0 1 

Bufo maculatus 1 0 0 

Bufo sp. 3 0 14 

MICROHYLIDAE 

Phrynomerus bifasciatus bifasciatus 2 0 2 

RANIDAE 

Pyxicephalus adspersus adulis 9 0 8 

Tomopterna cryptotis 22 0 18 

Tomopterna marmorata 0 0 1 

Hildebrandtia ornata 9 1 1 

Ptychadena anchietae 2 1 1 

Ptychadena mossambica 9 1 9 

Phrynobatrachus natalensis 0 0 3 

Phrynobatrachus mababiensis fh 1 0 

Cacosternum boettqeri 64 0 0 

RHACOPHORIDAE 

Chiromantis xerapmelina 4 0 0 

HYPEROLUODAE 

Kassina wsonedatenete 8 1 Collecting fish on the Kasetsheti River. 
Hyperolius marmoratus rhodesianus 10 0 3 MacDONALD, JOHN MINSHULL, BARRY GASS, IAN FEARON. 
HEMISOTIDAE Photo by H. MacDonald 
Hemisus marmoratus 0 1 5 


D.G. BROADLEY 
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FIGURE 1. SITUATION OF THE KAZUMA DEPRESSION 
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FIGURE 2. DETAILED MAP OF THE COLLECTING SITES 
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KAZUMA EXPEDITION APRIL 1988 
View of Forestry Camp. 
Photo by H. MacDonald 
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Main Depression, PETER ROSELT, KAREN ROSELT, HEATHER MACDONALD. 
Crocodile seen! Photo by R. Ashby 
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GRASSES: 


Overall we collected around 74 different species of grass, some of which we have not 
yet identified. 


It is interesting to note the range of grasses in this area. From my collection we range from 
very unpalatable grasses (Aristida, Hyparrhenia, Eragrastris) to very palatable grasses 
(Panicum maximum, Dacbyloctenium, Themeda triandra). We also have grasses which 
enjoy a dry climate (Aristida) and some grasses which are almost totally aquatic. 


The collection of grasses was from a range of areas, the main ones being the: 


|. Teak Forest area 
2. Mopani grassland and woodland areas, 
3. the Causeway 
. Mopani woodland and Acacia 
5. | Panda-Masuie forest land (Bracystegia woodland) 
6. The ephemeral pans (grassland, aquatic) 
7. The Kazuma Depression (aquatic grasses, grassland) 


The grasses were all pressed using wooden presses and newspaper and were then identified 
later by Mr Reynolds and me. Some specimens have been sent to the National Herbarium in 
Harare for further identification, and will then be used along with the other specimens to 
update the records of this area. 


ZONE 1: Teak Forest 


Dactyloctenium giganteum 
Sporobolus panicoides 
('ymbopogon excavatus 
Hragrostis viscosa 
Digitaria milanjiana 
Sorghum versicolor 
Andropogon gayanus 
Chloris virgata 

Setaria anceps 
Pogonarthria squarrosa 
lragrostis aspera 
/leteropogon contortus 
Urochloa mosambicensis 
/ragrostis racemosa 
Aristida adenscensionis 
/lyparrhenia poelicotricha 
Sporobolus pyramidalis 
/ragrostis chapelieri 


ZONE 3: Mopani Woodland 


Aristida adenscensionis 
\ristida barbicollis 
Aristida rhinochloa 
Aristida congesta 
Chloris virgata 
Sporobolus panicoides 
!ogonarthria squarrosa 
/ragrostts aspera 
l’ergrostis capensis 


ZONE 2: Bracystegia Woodland 


Dactyloctenium giganteum 
Eragrostis aspera 
Hyperrhenia poelicotricha 
Aristida adenscensionis 
Aristida barbicollis 
Aristida rhinochloa 
Digitaria milanjiana 
Themeda triandra 
Sorghum versicolor 
Pogonarthria squarrosa 


ZONE 4: Depression (Grassland) 


Aristida adencensionis 
Aristida rhinochloa 
Cymbopogon excavatus 
*Dactyloctenium aegyptium 
*Cynodon dactylon 
Panicum maximum 
Triconeura grandiglumis 
Sporobolus pyramidalis 
Sporobolus stapfyanus 
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Ergrostis rigidior 
KLragrostis trichaphora 
Eragrostis viscosa 
Rynchlelytrum repens 
Panicum maximum 
Setaria pallidifusca 
Digita ria milanjiana 
Cymbopogon excavatus 
Tragus berteronianus 
Loudetia simplex 
Perotis patens 


DISPLAYS 


*Eragrostis aspera 
Eragrostis capensis 
Eragrostis chapelieri 
Eragrostis rigidior 
Setaria anceps 
Hyparrhenia collina 
Sorghum versicolor 
*Brachiaria nigropedata 
Urochloa mosambicensis 
Perotis patens 

Chloris virgata 

*= On Causeway 


M. WENHAM 


Mr Chidyagwai and I collected and prepared 33 bird and 4 mammal specimens, which 


were made into flat skins. 


The following are the names of specimens prepared:- 


2 Cattle Egrets1 Pygmy Goose 
4 Southern Pochards 

4 Crowned Guineafowls 

1 Barn Owl 

1 Blacksmith Plover 

1 Ethiopian Snipe 

1 Forktailed Drongo 

1 African Golden Oriole 

1 Woodland Kingfisher 


1 Knobbilled Duck 

2 Whitebacked Ducks 

4 Redbilled Teals 

2 Arrowmarked Babblers 
1 Swainson’s Francolin 

1 Lessor Moorhen 

2 Arnot’s Chats 

1 Meyer’s Parrot 

1 Whiskered Tern 


Mammals 
2 Springhares 
2 Bush Squirrels 
T.L. SANGO-MOYO 


Quiet Waters 1988 


1988 has been a year of continued achievement and development on Quiet Waters, but it 
has not been without its frustrations. More and more the Park has become accepted by 
members of the Falcon community as an important part of what the College has to offer 
educationally, and as a defining feature of our approach to the bush country that we live in. A 
great deal of new development has taken place, and there will continue to be an acceleration of 
progress in 1989; but one thing that has become clear is that the pace of progress cannot be 
pushed too hard. One important aim, for example, is to stock the Quiet Waters area with a 
variety of wildlife. This will be bound to attract more visitors to the Park; but stocking is a very 
expensive business and so care is taken not to rush into any plan without careful consideration 
of its full, long-term impact. At the moment Quiet Waters is very anxious to find more 
animals, but shortages of personnel experienced in translocation, and of the necessary equip- 
ment, are causing delays. So far, however, 14 impalas and 2 warthogs have been brought in; we 
have the prospect of 4 wildebeestes arriving early in 1989, and we are looking forward to more 
warthog, wildebeeste, tsessebe and sable coming by the middle of 1989. 
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Following the excellent rains of the 1987/8 season, there was a remarkable recovery of the 
veld, and once again the dams were brim-full. A variety of ducks and other water-fowl could be 
seen at the water’s edge, and in several places artificial islands were shored up in the dams, so 
that the birds could find relatively secure breeding places. Water is a prime consideration 
whenever any new project is suggested on Quiet Waters: the western section of the Park is 
yenerally well-watered, but the eastern one is less fortunate. Construction of a pipeline has 
begun along which water is to be pumped to the eastern half, and plans are under way to build 
a storage tank there, as well as to set up a permanent artificial pan for the animals. There have 
heen some difficulties in getting the right type of pipe for the job, but we are optimistic that 
there will be water on tap near Hammerkop Dam by the middle of 1989. 

‘Three major projects completed in 1988 merit special comment. The first of these was the 
building of the Old Boys’ Study Centre on a hill in the middle of the Park. It is an attractive 
stone building with a thatched roof, designed for outdoor lectures. Inside the building is a very 
fine display cabinet which is being filled with displays by the National Museum. The Study 
Centre commands an excellent view of the district and is itself a very good focal point for Quiet 
Waters. Already it is being used more and more not only by classes during the weekdays, but 
also by parents, staff and boys at weekends. A picnic site has been built nearby and has proved 
very popular with visitors. The second complete project was the electrification of the fence —a 
big job of work and quite a technically demanding one. There is no doubt that once the elec- 
(rification was complete there was a sense that Quiet Waters had become asecure unit. Such 
valuable animals as we stock the Park with are less likely to be able to escape, but, more 
significantly, the fence is now a daunting barrier both to dogs and to possible poachers. 
l‘hirdly, a grid has now been built at the main gate, and this means that the gate can be left 
open at all times during the day. The gate is still in fact closed during the week, but at 
weekends visitors may pass through freely after signing in at the entrance hut. The hut itself is 
another new addition in 1988. It is manned at weekends and there are stocks of maps, informa- 


(ion pamphlets and identification lists for the interested visitor. Another feature of the front 
yute is the group of aloes that have recently been planted. Some 50 aloes were donated to us by 
(he Aloe and Succulent Society, and these have been planted around the entrance gate, the 
Study Centre and the picnic sites. They have certainly helped to beautify the area. 


Quiet Waters has tremendous recognition this year from a wide variety of sources, and par- 
\icularly from several bodies in Zimbabwe who are interested in wildlife and conservation in 
yeneral. We were honoured to receive an award for conservation from the National Conserva- 
(ion Trust of Zimbabwe for our contribution to conservation education. In a ceremony held in 
!larare one of our pupils accepted the award from Mrs Victoria Chitepo. The highlight of the 
year from the point of view of public recognition was the official opening of Quiet Waters by his 
!xcellency the President, Cde R.G. Mugabe. The speeches at the Study Centre and the 
unveiling of the plaque by the President marked the completion of the early phase of our pro- 
ject. The ceremony was indeed a proud moment for all who have been concerned with Quiet 
Waters since its inception in 1985. The President was presented with a photograph of the 
(Juiet Waters area by which to remember the occasion. Whilst at the Study Centre, the Presi- 
dent was able to see for himself some of the wide-ranging interests which the boys of the 
College have in Natural History. He clearly appreciated the live snakes and the mounted birds 
on display. 


1988 saw a major fund-raising exercise carried through to a tremendously successful con- 
clusion, the result of which has been to assure Quiet Waters a more secure financial position. 
After months of preparation, the Quiet Waters Charity Casino was held in September. Apart 
(rom being a most interesting and enjoyable exercise it was a great success, anda large amount 
of money was raised. The idea for such a fund-raising casino came from Mr Andrew Laing 
whose support for the Quiet Waters project has been utterly dependable throughout its 
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MARTIN FICK representing the Quiet Waters committee, receiving the Mike Drury Award 
for conservation from the Right Honourable Mrs Victoria Chitepo, the Minister of Natural 
Resources and Tourism. 


development. We are indeed indebted to him and to the great dedication he put into the casino 
before, during and after the event. Our thanks also go to the Lions Club of Bulawayo and to 
the many parents and staff who helped with the organization. Apart from the obvious benefits 
of a substantial influx of funds, the casino also gave a good deal of publicity to the Quiet 
Waters scheme: we are now on the map; we are more secure financially, and we are in an 
excellent position to meet the challenges of 1989. 


The main area of development next year is to be in the two-thirds of the Quiet Waters pro- 
perty that have been very little-mentioned to date — the Wilderness area. Quiet Waters 
actually extends far into the Mulungwane Hills to a high vantage point which looks over a 
huge area towards Fort Rixon. Until recently we have not been able to think of utilizing the 
land because of the efforts being concentrated on the fenced game area. But the potential of 
the Wilderness area is enormous, and the time now seems ripe to start using it. There have 
been reports of poachers in the area, evidence of illegal woodcutters and a certain amount of 
illegal gold mining on the property, and the decisions as to how to use the area have therefore 
had to take into account its relative distance from the College. With the coming of unity in the 
nation and an end to dissident activity, there has been a resurgence of confidence in putting 
land to agricultural use in our part of Matabeleland. We have been able to have almost the 
entire property gazetted as a reserved area against prospecting, which means that we need no 


92 


lis Excellency Cde R.G. Mugabe about to open the Study Centre at Quiet Waters on 
Speech Day. 
Photo by kind permission of “The Chronicle”. 
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longer fear that our conservation efforts may be spoiled by the movement of others across our 
land. A road has been completed which runs from the fenced area deep into the Wilderness 
one, and this has also given much greater access and better security to the far part of Quiet 
Waters. There are now two major and immediate projects which will be set up in the Wilder- 
ness area in 1989. The first of these is a camp-site which may be used by parties visiting Quiet 
Waters. A successful prefects’ training course was held in the Wilderness area in 1988, and this 
is only one of the many possible uses to which such a camp may be put. Water at the camp will 
be conveyed by bowser initially, but more permanent fixtures are likely to be installed in time. 
The camp site itself has not yet been chosen finally, but there is no doubt that it will add sub- 
stantially to our use of the nearer part of the Wilderness area. The second major use to which 
the spare land will be put is to run a herd of cattle. The advantages of introducing cattle are 
manifold: it represents a good usage of our available land and resources; it is likely to providea 
further source of revenue for Quiet Waters once the initial costs have been covered; it will 
enable the introduction of a Cattle club at Falcon, which will be of obvious benefit to interes- 
ted boys, and it will provide a means for controlling ticks on Quiet Waters as a whole. So far 
there has been a warm welcome for the idea, and 1989 should see the first fruits of the 
development. 

Two men have joined the Quiet Waters Committee in 1988, and we are truly privileged to 
be able to draw upon their expertise. Mr John Posselt has had extensive experience in the line 
of ranching and game-handling, and he has a superb practical approach from which we are 
already benefitting as he supervises the laying of the new pipeline. Mr Mike Cumming has 
also joined us, and his particular area of interest will be the development of the cattle section 
in the Wilderness area. Meanwhile, Mrs Gail Amyot has been invited to join the Advisory 
Group; Mrs Amyot has already proved to be a strong supporter of our work on Quiet Waters, 
and she has provided invaluable assistance through her contacts interested in wildlife and 
conservation throughout the country. 


Probably the most important and satisfying development of the year has been the growing 
interest and involvement of the boys of Falcon College themselves. When all is considered, the 
Quiet Waters scheme is here for them, for their education, for their interest and for their relax- 
ation. There has been a growing realisation that Quiet Waters is a permanent, meaningful and 
useful facet of what an education at Falcon has to offer. 


This has shown itself in the increased usage of the area by the Natural History groups, by 
boys doing individual and group research and by the substantial number of parents who have 
paid visits to the park with their sons over the year. The boys of the College have performed 
two valuable tasks in the park during 1988: there has been a large clearance of lantana as part 
of our campaign to clear away the threat of further spread; and the Houses have completed 
eight attractive nature trails whcih pass through a variety of habitats and which give the 
walker some of the best views to be had of the project area. The contribution of the schoolboys 
is the most important aspect of our work: it fulfils our belief that conservation and education 
are inextricably involved with each other, and that the greatest rewards await the young man 
who is ready to appreciate the richness of the bush around him and the diversity which life at 
Falcon has to offer him. 

GMT 


Old Boys’s Association 


BIRTHS 

ROGER — to Simon and Kate, a daughter in January 
ARKELL — to Nick and Adrianne, a son in Harare, January 
CAMERON — to Gair and Biddy, a son in Harare, January 
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MAVROS — to Patrick and Catja, a son in Harare, February 
ROSS — to Malcolm and Melanie, a daughter in Harare, February 
DAVIS — to Mark and Cathy, a son in Harare 

FULTON — to Arthur and Maureen, a daughter in Harare, in May 
ROOT — to Anthony and Michelle, a daughter in Harare in June 
PELLATT — to Julian and Pat, a daughter in Wales, June 
BROOM — to Amanda and Russ, a son in Harare, in August 
THURLOW — to Barry and Penny, a son Warren, in October 
NEWBOULD — to Rob and Julie, a daughter in Harare in October 
LONG — to David and Fiona, a daughter in Harare in November 
HALSTED — to Paul and Janine, a daughter in Bulawayo in November 


ENGAGEMENTS 

NICOLLE — TILL: Patrick Nicolle to Belinda Till 

KEARNS — RIMMER: Stuart Kearns to Julie Rimmer 

EVERETT — HEWITT: David Everett to Fiona Hewitt 

NICOLLE — HALE: J C Nicolle to Joanna Hale 

EVANS — CLUTTON: Shaun Evans to Kate Clutton 

SOUTTER — ENGELBRECHT: Paul Soutter to Laura Engelbrecht 

SLY — KIRSTEN: Ivan Sly to Magda Kirsten 

BECKETT — KOVALASKI: Alexander Beckett to Jill Kovalaski 

DANCKWERTS — CARNEY: Craig Danckwerts to Roxy Carney 

STEWART — RENNIE: Grant Stewart to Mary Rennie 

KNAGGS — FRASTER MACKENZIE: Charles Knaggs to Georgina Fraser Mackenzie 

IN NAGGS — FRASER MACKENZIE: Charles Knaggs to Georgina Fraser Mackenzie 

MARRIAGES 

STEYN — HALLEY: Andrew Steyn to Nanette Halley in Ohio (Best man Kevin 
FENTON-WELLS, Groomsman PHILIP CANTON) 

CORTON — VAUGHAN: Douglas Gorton to Deborah Vaughan in the Netherlands Antilles 

WAKEFIELD — MOLLER: Darrel Wakefield to Anthea Moller in Bindura 


FROM DAVID LONG (69) IN HARARE 

DAVID LONG (Oates 1969) is Chairman of Lyons Brooke Bond (Pvt.) Ltd, Zimbabwe, 
based in Harare. He and his wife, Fiona, (née Manson), have two sons (one at St. John’s) 
and a daughter who was born this year (8th November 1988). David spent a very busy and 
challenging year as President of the Confederation of the Zimbabwe Industries (CZI) and 
although not so actively involved now is still to be seen on television from time to time. 
/iona’s brother IAN MANSON (Oates 1974) is still living in Cardiff where he is practising 
as a dentist. He and his wife Sue have two children. 
liona’s sister Deidre is married to SIMON HICKMAN (Hervey 1968). Simon, Deidre and 
their two sons have just returned to Harare from Cape Town where Simon has recently 
completed an MBA. 

\IIKE HOGGE (Founders 1969) is married to Denise (née Fenton- Wells), and they live in 
Vancouver, Canada where Mike runs his own business travel agency. 

LAWRENCE BLUNDELL (George Grey 1969) is running a trucking and haulage business 
in Johannesburg. 


ZIMBABWE 


!1M JOHNSON has been appointed an Executive Director on the main board of Cairns 
Holdings. 

‘1M SOULLIER has been appointed Managing Director of Carousel, Edgar’s manufactur- 
int division. 
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The following passed out of Blackfordby Tobacco Training Institute with First Class 
Diplomas: 
WILLIAM BECKS, NIGEL SLY, ALDRIK STIJKEL 


DAVE HEATHCOTE is now Stock Feeds Manager, Southern Region, for National Foods. 


R.S.A. 


TONY HARRIS isa Senior Professional Officer in the Department of Birds at the Transvaal 
Museum in Pretoria. His work on avian acoustic communication provided him with the 
necessary expertise and material to produce all the sonograms for the new edition of 
Roberts’ Birds of Southern Africa. He has recently written a comprehensive text for the 

book ‘“‘Shrikes of Southern Africa” which is “an outstanding natural history publication”. 

MICHAEL STOBART ('85)3rd year BSc at Rhodes doing Entomology and Zoology, hopes to 
do Hons in some of Fisheries Science or Acquaculture next year. He has been rowing for 
Rhodes in Cape Town. 

RAY BROWN (’77) wrote and gave us the following news: 

“| he has joined Gencor as an exploration geologist in the Platinum Group Metals Divi- 
sion with projects all over the bushveld complex. 

RALPH WEBSTER (77) is the MD of a micro-chip distributing company in Joburg, (the 
chips have recently been used for animal identification purposes, whereby they are injected 
into the muscle and the code read by special scanner.) 

KEITH WEBSTER (’76) his brother involved in real estate in and around Joburg. Both 
Websters are still single. 

JAMES SAULS (’77) living in Witbank, recently married and still ‘‘selling”’. 

GARY WILSON (77) living in Joburg and working for Fedics. 

NICK JUDD (’76) and his wife Michelle live in Randburg. He's a Chemistry graduate and 
she a geologist and runs her own closed corporation as a consultant. 

GARY PETLER (77) is also living in Joburg. ALAN COLLIER ('77) married and living in 
Kimberley and working as a rep for mining equipment. 


FROM BRYAN ELLIS (’64) IN HARARE 

BRUCE DODD has recently been made a partner of a legal firm in Perth and he and his 
wife, Gill, have had a son, Mark. 

JOHNNY MATTHEWS left Zimbabwe for Cape Town before Christmas. 

When I last saw PATJOHNSON he told me that he had never received an old boys magazine, 

so perhaps you could give his address to the school together with news of him. 

JAKE MARGESSON and his wife left South Africa and are now living in England. 

JIM BENNETT and CHRIST BENNETT are farming with their respective families in 
Concession. 

BRUCE WELLS is operating as a vet in Marondera. 

JEREMY COCHRANE isa partner ina successful firm of stockbrokers, Sagit Stockbrokers 
(Private) Limited. 

MIKE WORTHINGTON is Manager of Mazoe Citrus Estates. 

JONATHAN TAYLOR is working as a safari operator. 

GARTH DAVIS has decided to leave University and is travelling to the U.K. in February. 

JAMES WARD and his family are in Harare and one of his interests is representing the 
Finnish Government in Harare. 

RICHARD CALDER ('64) is still flying whenever possible, preferably to the Zambezi River, 
in between duties as the Finance Director of Rio Tinto Zimbabwe. 

IAN KIND (°67) is the Operations Director at National Foods. Married with 3 children and 
lives in Harare. 
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VINE McKENZIE (’73) was appointed the Headmaster of St. Johns Prep School this year, 
which he is finding very stimulating and demanding. 

PAT’ JOHNSON ('62) and Carol who recently moved from Mtepatepa to Chinhoyi are still 
tobacco farming. He ts also one of biggest vegetable produce growers in the district, when 
he can tear himself away from Tiger fishing on Kariba. 

JAMES LOWRY (’63) is farming in Concession. 

JOTINNY MATTHEWS (68) moved to Cape Town this year, where he has settled back into 
the real estate business. 

PATRICK MAVROS (71) is still in the forefront of Zimbabwe's wild life industry producing 
top quality ivory and jewellery products for export. He works from his Umwinsidale 
home. 

STU! DAWES ('66) has just sold Landscapes Nursery and is now able to pursue a more 
leisurely occupation. 

COLIN LE PATOUREL ('64) is farming at Beatrice. 

CLIVE LE PATOUREL (66) is working for Tabex in Lilongwe. 

CRAIG DANCKWERTS (’78) is growing flowers for export to Holland on their farm near 
/larare. Craig got married to Roxy (née Carney) this year. 

JOHN HENDRIE (Tredgold 1963) is the Managing Director of Mitchell Cotts Zimbabwe. 

PAUL MAARSCHALK (’71) works for Anglo American in Harare 

\NT' ROOT (67) is a partner in his father’s firm Robert Root concentrating mainly on the 
booming industrial and commercial property market. 

!1M JOHNSON (64) has been appointed as the Sales Director of Cairns Holdings. He still 
has time to pursue his favourite pastime — the wine industry. 

BULAWAYO 

((MORGE KAUFMAN (’68) and JOHN (’75) are both married, and running the family 
business in Bulawayo. 

NOBIN GREAVES (°56) and his son DUNCAN ('83) are running the family farm at 
Vyamandhlovu, just outside Bulawayo. They are now involved in running safaris for over- 
was guests as well as farming. 

KIM MACKAY (’81) left Edgars Stores, Bulawayo, at the end of February 1989, to take up 
a position in Harare with Cash Wholesalers. He has recently become engaged, and is to 
be married in September. 

!'1M SOULLIER (’73) is married and is a director of Carousel (a division of Edgars Stores) in 
Bulawayo. 

ROGER WELSH (’70) is married, and a director of Sales House (a division of Edgars Stores) 
in Bulawayo. 

DON ALEXANDER (’70) and PETER (’76) are both married and running the family 
business in Bulawayo. 

VIGEL FAWCETT (72) has returned to Bulawayo from Cape Town and is enjoying his 
wolf, in between setting up a small construction business. 

\NDREW HOLBORN (81) married last year and is emigrating to Australia. 

DAVID HEATHCOTE (70) is employed by National Foods in Bulawayo. 

\LISTAIR COULSON ('68) and STEWART (69) are both farming in Esigodini, Stewart 
having recently moved from the Lowveld to join his brother. 

('l'Y ROBINSON (°65) is still farming in Zambia, and is often seen in Bulawayo as he has 
one son at Falcon now. 

DAVID HELFER (’80) is farming at Fort Rixon. 

!ONY NOBLE ('65) is an accountant in Bulawayo. 

\)Y ANNE COX (’79) is teaching at Girls College in Bulawayo. 

NOGER LITTLE (85) is running a garage and service station in Bulawayo. 

\NVDY LAING ('68) is working for Fawcett Security in Bulawayo. 
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OLD BOYS NEWS GATHERED AT AN ENJOYABLE OLD BOYS DINNER 
HELD AT THE CHURCHILL ARMS ON FRIDAY 3/2/89 

SIMON SOULLIER — Managing Director Frenkel & Roth — Mauritius. Married to Ann. 
Son — Martin aged 1 year. 

TIM SOULLIER ('73) Managing Director Carousel Clothing owned by Edgars Stoes. Wife 
Caroline started dress making company exclusive evening wear. Jason (son) at Whitestone 
and Emma (daughter) at Whitestone next year. 

BRUCE CAMPBELL (Oates 1984) still slaving at U.C.T. but to qualify B.A.L.L.B. 

ANDREW CAMPBELL having done a post-graduate diploma in journalism at Cardiff 
University and working for the Financial Gazette, is off overseas to seek fame and 
fortune. 

RUSSELL JUDGE (’87) is now an articled clerk. 

ALLAN JUDGE (’88) is still awaiting results, hoping to do a chiropractic course. 

NIC SCHEILJDE (83) returned froma year abroad asa qualified Barman. Currently looking 
for employment in Johannesburg ‘where I intend settling.’ 

LEO SCHEIJDE (’79) still married and working in Johannesburg as a Chartered Account- 
ant for Tiger Oates. 

DUNCAN GREAVES (’83) finally graduated from Pietermaritzburg after several years with 
BSc Agric. About to embark on travels. The interim is being spent as an apprentice 
farmer. 

ROBIN GREAVES ('56) Veteran Matabeleland Farmer. Still terrorizing Old Boys functions 
and others. 

KIM MACKAY (’81) having been with Edgars for four years, ‘I have now resigned and 
moving to Harare to join Tedco Management Services’. Also engaged to Nicky 
Walden. ‘i 


NEWS FROM SOUTH AFRICA 
Falcon Old Boys Society operates from P.O. Box 785386, Sandton 2146, has about 350 Old 
Boys on it’s mailing list and enjoys the active support of about 50. 

The new committee, chaired by DAVE LAWRENCE, has had a bout of hiccups during 
its short existence, and neither the address list nor the news of the Old Boys are in the state 
they should be. However, a self prognosis indicates that this minor ailment, although poten- 
tially terminal, can easily be cured with the correct treatment. 

This involves marshalling all the member cells in the concerted effort to communicate 
their position and function to the central nervous system. 

A quick run through some of the recent correspondence shows old faithfuls mixed with 
wayward sons firmer, the general trend still bearish. 

DOUGAL TURNER is still majestic, still wise and still here! 

JOHN GUY a regular contributor living in Kempton Park. 

ADRIAN CHANNING-PEARCE and Mrs K run a seedling business from Greytown. An 
extra mark for sending in change of address. 

ROLAND HEUFF runs Productivity Assignments in Durban. Generous donor. 

MARK FRAZER-VALENTINE game ranging at Mashatu in Botswana. 

JOHN PILLANS an airline pilot living in Bredell on the outskirts of Joburg. 

DAVE LAWRENCE runs Basil Read Mining and chairs FOBS when not overseas or 
underground. 

DEAN BARNES from Pinetown Natal is an example to all — Sent donation, change of 
address and asked where to send news. 

DAVID SCHONVELDT one of our few international members writing from Victoria 
‘alls. 
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hOMLN FILER ex-committee member for many years and still committed to FOBS 
ntierest 

1 11N LUNDERSTEDT donated ex Rivonia. 

A t-N PALMER our boy in Berario, soon due to appear. His brother, ROD, runs an 
uchitectural firm in Cape Town. 

\/K I) SAMUELS a pleasure to hear news of brothers ANDREW and ANGUS farming at 

‘iongwent and stockbroking in London in that order. No news of MIKE himself in 

Durban. 

()\V Ee TENNICK our treasurer and accounting for Price Waterhouse. Runs marathons 
with brother ANDY. 

NOGER THOMAS the local reporter for so many years whose sharp eye is now missed. 

(\(1N SHIMIN phoned up out of the blue but still missed the dinner. 

JE VILLE ARMSTRONG self employed accountant — still very tall. 

/OLLN WIMBUSH runs the Natal section as well as Damelin College. 

REMY COWEN heard from in Bryanston, but not yet seen. 

\) ASTAIRJ WEBBleft Falconincan-you-believe-this, 1956! The true Founder. Now out to 
pasture in Benoni. 

/ AJ BRAITHWHITE a loyal member in Forest Town, both sons in Canada. 

W/LLIAM OSBORNE a familiar name to Joburg having run the Society tirelessly for so 
long 

\WIKE SPARLING another indomitable member, attending functions under any 
condition. 

(HAIG FIELD in the army, but contributed to the fund. Based in Randburg. 

\DRIAN GIBSON always very busy but has the time to live in Parkhurst, Johburg. 

/\\ 1’ CONDY has just moved to Fairie Glen, Pretoria. Believed to be at Onderstepoort. 

)'\U/L KENNAN suddenly arrived in Vereeniging and is running a fencing business with his 
wife, Pam. 

0M MOORE the Reverend. T.S. wrote from Green Point, Cape Town a year or so ago. 
/AN PIENAAR a site agent for Grinaker, living in Joburg. 

NOGER McMILLAN now in Pinetown, Natal after moving around on various contracts. 

PAUL MINCHER is with Lifegro Insurance and lives in Benoni. 

HARRY HOUNSELL recently married, works in foreign exchange, and helps out on com- 
mittee. 

\NDREW du TOIT doctoring in Pietermaritzburg. 

\/\) THOMAS fashion photographer in Swaziland. 

‘/UART CLAYTON in good form at last dinner. 

‘TUART COMLINE keeps a low profile in Bryanston. 

()\ WEN SALMON a Pretoria attorney. 

\.. AN HENDRIE current secretary and author of these notes. 


OTHERS 

(AVE HENDRIE now contracting in Melbourne. 

(/\N HORNBY-SMITH living in Calgary but due to move to London for two years. 

\ATT TAYLOR (’76) is sales manager for a seed company in Ontario where he, his wife 
and son recently saw 

(LIVE SCHWARZ (’73) still a lightly respected paediatrician in Toronto. Like Mati he 
enjoys skiing when he has time. 

\OLIN MARAIS (°78) is teaching English in Barcelona. 

!ELICITY TAYLOR (80) is a district nurse in Kensington. 
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U.K. 
CHRISTOPHER GAWLER (85) finds being a member of the British Army interesting and 
challenging. He passed his final training course in September 1987 and was selected for the 
Paratroop 11 regiment and sent to Belize for a six months tour. He is now back in the UK 
stationed at Market Drayton and due to go to Aldershot in 1989. 


MIDDLE AND FAR EAST 
CHRIS MASTERS (°63) is still involved in the gem business in Thailand. His address is c/o 
Chantanimit Hotel, Ampur Muang, Chantaburi 22000 Thailand, and he would love to 
hear from old boys of his vintage. He tells us in his newsy letter that few FOBS would 
recognize him as he now weighs in at a ‘trim’ 95 kgs. 


In Memoriam 


PAUL ELLMAN ('57) was the Madrid correspondent for The Guardian and The 
Economist. He had reported the Vietnam and Zimbabwean wars and spent three 
years reporting from 17 countries in South America. He died from a brain 
haemorrhage in February. 

KEITH ROBERTSON (78) died in London in June after a serious illness. He was 
a talented and dedicated young Research and Planning Director of the local 
Board of Lintas. 

CHRISTOPHER BARTLETT (’81) died tragically in September. He wasa recent 
first class diploma graduate from Tobacco Training Institute. 

ROBERT LAING ('65) highly successful and respected in the Mvuurwi district 
was tragically killed in a motor accident in August. He leaves a widow and 
two children. 

RICHARD ANNESLEY (’78) who had been doing accountancy in Harare was also 
tragically killed in a car accident in January 1989. 

The College offers deepest sympathy to the families of these Old Boys. 


100 


